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COMMANDERS NOTES 

  I hope that you all are doing well and I look 
forward to seeing everyone at the next meeting. 
Last month we had a great time and turnout at our 
annual potluck. I encourage everyone to continue 
to fellowship with each other outside of the 
monthly meeting. Earlier this week I read an article 
about the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
cancelling classes on Tuesday, October 12 based on 
recent suicides on campus. If you need assistance, 
please call 1-800-273-8255. Everyday, 22 Veterans 
lose their battle to post traumatic stress on 
American soil. 

The National Executive Committee of the 
American Legion on May 8-9 of 2019 resolved that 
“Buddy Check” be made formal and executed 
Legion-wide concurrent with the weeks of the 
American Legion Birthday and of Veterans Day. I 
challenge all of you to reach out to a member of 
Post 78 not only during the week of Veterans Day, 
but once a month. Small gestures are the things 
that could brighten someone’s day. 

Veterans Day is coming up on Thursday, 
November 11, 2021. This year we will be doing 
poppy sales the two weeks prior to Veterans Day. 
The days that have been selected are October 30 
and November 6. Any time that can be volunteered 
to assist with this fundraising event will be greatly 
appreciated. 
  “Nothing is impossible. The word itself says 
‘I’m possible!’”  

Commander 
Sukari Statton-Bill 

 

BIRTHDAY’S 

Jonathan Morton October 

 

SICK CALL 

 John Coburn 

 Lester Durgin 

 Greg Champlin 

 Dave Currier 
 

2021-22 POST 78 OFFICERS 
Commander:  Sukari Statton Bill, 603 858-2750 
1st Vice Commander:  Peter Bill, 603 306-1788  
2nd Vice Commander:  VACANT 
Adjutant/Finance Officer:  David Currier, 603 568-2051  
Service Officer:  Cindi Nadelman, 603 209-0922  
Chaplain:  John Coburn, 603 748-2390  
Sgt. At Arms:  Adam Burritt, 603 496-6689  
Historian:  Derick Pignone, 603 401-3362  
Judge Advocate:  Derek Pelkey, 978 514-2905  
Immediate 

Past Commander:  Gregg Champlin , 603 303-9054 
 

 
 

 

MEETING DATES  

All meetings are held at 129 Centervale Road off 

the Old Concord Road Suite 3 (Rear of the Henniker 

Brewing Co building) 7:00pm the third Tuesday of 

the month.  

Tuesday, October 19th  
Tuesday, November 16th  
Tuesday, December 21st   
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2021-22 DUES IS DUE 
Your Membership dues is currently due for year 
2021-22.  You should have received a mailing from 
National in July.  To date, 49% have paid their dues.  
There are two easy ways to pay.  1. Use the form 
and envelope provided in the mail from National 
and include your check for $35.00 and mail it to the 
post.  2.  Log on to MyLegion.org using your 
Member ID # from your membership card and pay 
online using your credit card. We appreciate you 
taking care of this as soon as possible so that we 
don’t have to worry about it.  Your role in the 
Legion Family is important to us, your community 
and fellow veterans. 
 
NATIONAL SUICIDE PREVENTION 

September was National Suicide Prevention Month. 

We should be working at preventing suicide every 

day, every week and every month of the year.  It’s a 

Legion Family priority. 

 

 
The VA crisis line. This confidential service is 
available 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Just 
call 800-273-8255 and Press 1. You can also text 
838255.  
You.  Whether you are a veteran, current service 
member, family member or other supporter, you 
can make a difference. Get to know the warning 
signs and act swiftly. If we all work together to 
shine a light during a veteran’s darkest moments, 
we can and we will reduce the alarming rate of 
suicides 
 
THE AMERICAN LEGION’S BUDDY CHECKS 
While these were originally intended for twice-
annual check-ins with veterans, they are really a 
tool that can be used any day. If you haven’t 
checked on veterans in your community lately, 
there is no better time than now. A simple call or 

visit will surely brighten a veteran’s day. Even 
better: invite a veteran to your post. The American 
Legion has a peer-to-peer network that is 
unmatched. It’s a great way to talk with another 
veteran who understands exactly what another 
veteran is going through. For more on how to 
conduct Buddy Checks, visit National web page. 
 
ZOOM IN TO THE MONTHLY MEETING 
If you are unavailable to attend the monthly 
meeting in person please watch for a separate 
email with an invite link to attend the meeting via 
Zoom.  We’ve had a number of members who have 
availed themselves of attending the meeting using 
Zoom.  It’s pretty straight forward and only requires 
your computer to be connected to WiFi and a 
camera and microphone on your computer. 
 

POST 78 1ST VICE COMMANDER PROMOTED 
RECEIVES MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDAL 
1st Vice Commander Peter Bill was recently 
promoted to Captain.  He also was awarded a 
Meritorious Service Medal for his deployment 
during the Covid-19 epidemic. Congratulations, 
Peter. 

  

http://em.legion.org/c/1bJn8UR62DvzmWsVYAA6HJMo
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DEPARTMENT COMMANDER’S PROJECT 2021 
Department Commander Roy has selected 
his Commanders' Project. It will be 
the VA Hospital Food Pantry. Donations can be 
made to The American Legion Dept. of NH with 
"Commanders' Project" in the memo line. 

For those mailing in donations the address is 
21 South Fruit Street, Suite 266 Concord, NH 03301. 
 
CALL TO ACTION – REAUTHORIZE THE TROOPS TO 
TEACHER PROGRAM 
With little notice to service members, the 
Department of Defense (DOD) terminated the 
Troops to Teachers program (TTT) this October – 
and we need your help in calling on Congress to 
reauthorize the program. Take action by contacting 
your Congressman through our Legislative Action 
Center. Established in 1993, Troops to Teachers was 
designed to assist transitioning service members 
and veterans to begin careers as educators in K-12 
public, charter, and Bureau of Indian Affairs 
schools. The Department of Defense reported that 
the program placed over 21,000 veteran teachers in 
classrooms since its inception. Additionally, the 
program provides counseling and referral services 
to help participants meet education and licensing 
requirements, as well as helps them secure a 
teaching position. Since 1993, more than 100,000 
veterans have successfully transitioned to a career 
in education. In the wake of record teacher 
shortages across the country, the value of Troops to 
Teachers cannot be understated. It provides 
employment assistance to transitioning veterans, 
which aids in lowering veteran unemployment; it 
alleviates nationwide teaching shortages, which 
improves education quality; and it increases access 
and representation among traditionally less-
represented groups to teaching careers. DOD 
reported that the program placed over 21,000 
veteran teachers in classrooms since its inception. 
Now is not the time to cut transition pathways for 
our service members. Studies have proven that 
veteran educators fill thousands of vacancies in 
high-needs schools and subject areas; are more 
likely to not relocate after they are employed as 
teachers; are considered effective instructors; have 
high job and life satisfaction; and even have a 
positive effect on increasing student likelihood to 

serve. Senate Section 573 in the FY 2022 National 
Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) would 
reauthorize the Troops-To-Teachers program and 
produce an assessment illustrating the cost and 
benefits of the program to members of the armed 
forces, veterans, and local educational agencies. 
The American Legion proudly supports this 
amendment, and asks that you contact your 
Representatives and tell them to keep Senate 
Section 573 in the FY 2022 National Defense 
Authorization Act (NDAA). 

RECRUIT A NEW 
MEMBER BY 

VETERANS DAY! 
 
AROUND THE DEPARTMENT 

October 21 - Pork Loin Dinner at Jutras Post 43. 6 
pm. Tickets $10 purchase by October 19 at the 
canteen, if you cannot purchase ticket(s) until the 
dinner, contact Steve Shillinglaw 
(shillis45@comcast.net) to ensure a proper count. 
All Legion Family are welcome. 

October 22 - District 4 Meat Raffle fundraiser at 
Sweeney, Post 2. 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm.  There will be 
a band afterwards. We will also be collecting Toys 
for Tots. 

October 21 - Pork Loin Dinner at Jutras Post 43. 6 
pm. Tickets $10 purchase by October 19 at the 
canteen, if you cannot purchase ticket(s) until the 
dinner, contact Steve Shillinglaw 
(shillis45@comcast.net) to ensure a proper count. 
All Legion Family are welcome. 
October 30 - Department Legion Fall 
Conference Laconia Post 1 - Coffee at 8 am - 

Meeting at 9 am - Guest speakers, special 

National guest for myLegion.org training, 
Committee reports, etc. 

November 6 - District 8 Joint (Legion, Auxiliary, 
SAL) Conference - George L O'Neil Post 62 - 9 
Pleasant St. Colebrook, NH - 9 am coffee and 
donuts - Light lunch to follow. Parking behind the 

mailto:shillis45@comcast.net
mailto:shillis45@comcast.net
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building, accessible from Main Street, driveway 
after the First Run Ice cream and Video store. 

November 6 - Unit 83 Main St  Lincoln - Chicken 
Potpie Supper with all the fixins and Homemade 
Pies. serving from 5 pm to 7 pm - $12.00 pp 
Hannaford Veteran’s Day Discount 
Last year we offered our veterans and military 
members a 10% discount at all of our stores. We 
will be doing this again this year all day 
on November 11th, 2021. Although last year was a 
huge success, we’re hoping to reach more of those 
eligible 
 February 27 - Don Small Cribbage Tournament - 12 
pm at Newmarket Post 67 - $10 per person. 
 
POST 78 BASEBALL CAPS AVAILABLE 
The Post still has Post 78 baseball caps available for 
$15 each.  The Legion Seal and Post 78 is on the 
front.  On the back is the name of the Post Davis-
Woodman-Durgin Henniker, NH.  On the brim is 
“The Only Henniker on Earth”.  You may purchase 
one at monthly meetings and/or by contacting 
Adjutant Dave Currier. 

 
 
NOVEMBER POPPY SALES 
We will be selling Poppy’s on Saturday, October 
30th and Saturday, November 6th at Edmunds Ace 
Hardware.  We can’t do it without some help from 
the membership.  At this point, this is our only 
means of raising funds for projects of the post.  
Please email us so we can work out a schedule so 

each one of us can reduce the burden on all by 
taking an hour or two to help out. 
Email:   ALHenniker Post78@gmail.com 
 
VEHICLE DONATIONS 
The American Legion is the nation’s largest wartime 

veterans service organization, committed to 

mentoring youth and sponsorship of wholesome 

programs in our communities, advocating patriotism 

and honor, promoting strong national security, and 

continued devotion to our fellow servicemembers 

and veterans. 

 Your vehicle donation provides the crucial support 

needed for us to continue our mission. Donate today 

quickly and easily. Your vehicle will be picked up 

for free and you will receive a tax deduction if you 

itemize. 

We accept many types of vehicles, including 

donations of cars, trucks, vans, SUVs, boats, 

motorcycles, RVs, snowmobiles, jet skis, heavy 

equipment, farm equipment, tractors and more. For 

more information check out the tab on the 

MyLegion.org home page. 

 

FREQUENT QUESTIONS 
Get the answers to the most popular questions our 

donors have about The American Legion. 

Doesn't The American Legion get funds from the 

federal government? Contrary to popular belief, 

The American Legion receives no money or grants 

from the federal government. Our service programs 

are sustained by contributions such as yours. 

Do Legion service programs overlap or duplicate 

government programs? No. The American Legion 

programs pick up and fill the void left by 

government agencies. This is especially true given 

government budget cut-backs which have made the 

need greater over the past several years. 

Is my donation tax-deductible? Yes, American 

Legion Charities is a tax-exempt organization, and 

all contributions are tax-deductible according to IRS 

regulations. 

Where is the The American Legion located? 
The American Legion is located at the following 

address: 

The American Legion National Headquarters 

700 North Pennsylvania Street, Indianapolis, IN  

46204  (317) 630-1200 

 

 


