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December 2021 

 

 

TO:  High School Principals and Guidance Counselors 

   

 

SUBJECT: 2021-2022 American Legion High School Oratorical Contest 

 

 

Enclosed please find the following: 

 

 A poster to be placed on your school scholarship bulletin board 

A brochure that explains the rules of the Oratorical contest, the prepared speech and four areas of 

the Constitution for the assigned topic. 

 

The American Legion strongly encourages any high school student who is a United States citizen to 

participate because it is designed to create interest, foster appreciation of and gain a better understanding 

of the United States Constitution. 

 

Your local American Legion post or district Oratorical chairman will be contacting your school in the 

near future to answer any questions you may have about The New Hampshire American Legion 

Oratorical contest. 

 

The American Legion Oratorical Contest is open to all New Hampshire 9-12 grade students in public, 

parochial, private, and approved home school programs.  Each high school may select one student to 

participate in its’ local American Legion district contest.  

 

 

All District contests will be held before March 1, 2022.  If your school has a contestant, please contact 

your local American Legion post or call Department headquarters 603-856-8951.  Contestants will be 

notified of the district contest date and location.  The State finals will be held at 9:00 am, March 12, 

2022, at St. Anselm College, 100 Saint Anselm Drive, Manchester, NH 03102-1310. 

  



Prize money varies from district to district. 

 

State finals contestants receive: 

 First $1,000 Gold lapel pin 

 Second  $750  Silver lapel pin 

 Third   $500  Silver lapel pin 

 Fourth   $250  Silver lapel pin 

 Remaining $100  Silver lapel pin 

 

The National finals will be tentatively held on April 7, 2022 at Wyndham Indianapolis West, 

Indianapolis, Indiana. The State winner and one chaperone will receive an expense paid trip to the 

National finals. 

 

The Department (State) winner will receive a $1,500 scholarship for participating in the first round of 

the National Competition. Each first-round winner, who advances to and participates in the second 

round, but does not advance to the final round, will receive an additional $1,500 scholarship. 

 

National scholarship awards will be presented to the three finalists in the final round. 

 First place  $25,000 

 Second place $22,500 

 Third place $20,000 

 

For further information regarding the contest, please contact the following persons: 

 

Ken Maynard, Chairman, 603-817-0515 

 

Issac Miller, Vice-chairman, 720-560-9593 

 

  



Assigned topics for 2022 Oratorical contest will be… 

 

Amendment III 

 

No soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the consent of the owner, nor in 

time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law. 

 

Amendment VIII 

 

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments 

inflicted. 

 

Amendment XIV, Section 3 

 

No person shall be a Senator or Representative in Congress, or elector of President and Vice President, 

or hold any office, civil or military, under the United States, or under any State, who, having previously 

taken an oath, as a member of Congress, or as an officer of the United States, or as a member of any 

State legislature, or as an executive or judicial officer of any State, to support the Constitution of the 

United States, shall have engaged in insurrection or rebellion against the same, or given aid or comfort 

to the enemies thereof. But Congress may by a vote of two-thirds of each House, remove such disability. 

 

Amendment XXV, Section 4 

 

Whenever the Vice President and a majority of either the principal officers of the executive departments 

or of such other body as Congress may by law provide, transmit to the President pro tempore of the 

Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives their written declaration that the President is 

unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, the Vice President shall immediately assume the 

powers and duties of the office as Acting President. 

 

Thereafter, when the President transmits to the President pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of 

the House of Representatives his written declaration that no inability exists, he shall resume the powers 

and duties of his office unless the Vice President and a majority of either the principal officers of the 

executive department or of such other body as Congress may by law provide, transmit within four days 

to the President pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives their written 

declaration that the President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office. Thereupon 

Congress shall decide the issue, assembling within forty-eight hours for that purpose if not in session. If 

the Congress, within twenty-one days after receipt of the latter written declaration, or, if Congress is not 

in session, within twenty-one days after Congress is required to assemble, determines by two-thirds vote 

of both Houses that the President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, the Vice 

President shall continue to discharge the same as Acting President; otherwise, the President shall resume 

the powers and duties of his office. 

  



 

 

The American Legion 

HIGH SCHOOL ORATORICAL CONTEST 
 

Based on the United States Constitution  

Scholarships 

Open to all  

New Hampshire students grades 9 - 12  

      

 

 

 

 

 

If interested, get details from your high school Guidance, English, or Social 

Studies Department.  Further information may be obtained by contacting your 

local American Legion Post or The American Legion State Headquarters at 

603-856-8951, adjutantnh@legionnh.org. 

NATIONAL Awards 

1ST PRIZE- $25,000 

2ND PRIZE $22,500 

3RD PRIZE $20,000 

State Champion receives 

$1,500 upon competing in 

both the 1st and 2nd round 

of National contest plus 

expense paid trip for 

contestant and one 

chaperone to the National 

Finals. 

 

 

Speak an oration which 

takes not less than eight 

nor more than ten 

minutes from memory 

of some phase of the 

U.S. Constitution. In 

addition, be prepared to 

speak on an assigned 

topic on a selected 

article or amendment of 

the U.S. Constitution for 

three to five minutes. 

 

STATE Awards 

1ST PRIZE-$1000 

2ND PRIZE-$750 

3RD PRIZE-$500 

4TH PRIZE-$250 

5-8TH PRIZE-$100 

Plus, local District prizes 


