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 COMMANDERS NOTES 

  The time is fast approaching to have our 

membership dues paid to be eligible for the awards. If 

you have not already done so please send in your dues 

to PO Box 2178 or go online using your Membership ID 

#.  Paying online is fast and easy and it helps the 

Adjutant process things more efficiently.  We’ll be 

organizing our Poppy drive in early November and will 

need your assistance.   

Sukari Statton Bill, Commander 
SICK CALL 

 Cindi Nadelman 

 Lester Durgin 

 Greg Champlin 

 Dave Currier 
 

2022 POST 78 OFFICERS ELECTED & INSTALLED 
Commander:  Sukari Statton Bill 
1st Vice Commander:  David Tille  
2nd Vice Commander:  VACANT 
Adjutant/Finance Officer:  David Currier  
Service Officer:  Cindi Nadelman  
Chaplain:  John Coburn  
Sgt. At Arms:  Adam Burritt 
Historian:  Cordell “CJ” Drabble 
Judge Advocate:  Derek Pelkey 

Imm.Past Commander:  Gregg Champlin 

 
ZOOM IN TO THE MONTHLY MEETING 
If you are unavailable to attend the monthly 
meeting in person please watch for a separate 
email with an invite link to attend the meeting via 
Zoom.  We’ve had a number of members who have 
availed themselves of attending the meeting using 
Zoom.  It’s pretty straight forward and only 
requires your computer to be connected to WiFi 
and a camera and microphone on your computer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEETING DATES  

All meetings are held at 129 Centervale Road off 

the Old Concord Road Suite 3 (Rear of the 

Henniker Brewing Co building) 7:00pm the third 

Tuesday of the month unless otherwise noted.   

 Tuesday, October 18th  

 Tuesday, November 15th  

 Tuesday, December 20th 

 

BIRTHDAYS 
 Anna Annelli September 

Greg Champlin September 

Peter Leonard September 

Steve Burritt September 

Sukari Statton Bill September 

Donald Blanchard October 

Jonathan Morton October 

 
NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER WILL BE ELECTION OF 
OFFICERS BASED ON CHANGES TO THE BY-LAWS 
Nominations for officers will take place in 
November in accordance with recent by-law 
changes so that Officers are elected in December 
for the following calendar year 2023.  If you would 
like to be considered for one of the officers please 
send an email to Adjutant Currier prior to the 
November meeting. 
   
NEW ENGLAND 
RUN FOR THE FALLEN 
The New England Run for the Fallen took place as it 
went through Henniker on Saturday, August 20th 
meeting up at Mile Marker 068 at the junction of 
Old Hopkinton Road and 202/9 where they met 
with the Gold Star Parents and family of Henniker 
Native Sgt. Russell Durgin at 9:45am, 8/20/22. 
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Figure 1 NE Run for the Fallen runner greet the parents of Sgt. 
Russell Durgin in Henniker during a brief stop. 

 
Figure 2 The Honor Run has a police escort through various towns 
and the Patriot Guard Riders.  Post 78 provided water, fruit and 
treats to assist the runners as well as making a $100 donation to 
the cause. 

 
Figure 3 Staging the presentation to honor the Honor Marker 68 
members including Sgt. Russell Durgin. 

 

 
 
 
NATIONAL SUICIDE PREVENTION 
Every month is National Suicide Prevention Month 

for the American Legion Family. We should be 

working at preventing suicide every day, every 

week and every month of the year.  It’s a Legion 

Family priority. The new 3 digit Emergency 

Number is 988. 

 
“The latest data since July 16 transition shows the 
number of contacts to 988 via call, text and chat in 
August 2022 increased 45 percent over August 
2021 – 45 percent over August 2021 – an increase 
of 152,000 contacts.  That is 152,000 more people 
getting help when they need it most.” Hannah 
Wesolowski, The Washington Post 
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HELP BUILD THE VETERAN DATA BASE AT THE NH 
VETERANS HERITAGE CENTER 
At the NH State Veterans Cemetery is the 
"Veterans Heritage Learning Center" to help people 
learn about NH's rich military history. One of the 
active displays is the Remembrance Station where 
veterans or family/friends can enter an entry of 
their military history and other information - as 
much or little as they want. Photos of people and 
items can also be added to the entry. I'm really 
hoping some of you would take a few minutes to 
enter your name and military, etc. bio info 
(whatever you'd like to share). OR enter a family 
member who is/was a veteran or a friend. Here's 
the link to Veteran Bio Input Form: 
https://www.vhlc.org/remembrance-station. 
 
 
FIRST WOMAN TO HEAD A MILITARY SERVICE 
Admiral Linda Fagan, voted unanimously by the 
U.S. Senate on May 11, 2022 to be confirmed as 
the Commandant of the U. S. Coast Guard.  Fagan 
is the first woman to head a military service 
branch, but she will not be the first to serve as a 
member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Military.com 
reports.  The Coast Guard commandant, who heads 
the only branch of the U.S. Armed Forces housed 
outside the Department of Defense, is a de facto 
member of the panel and lacks full voting rights.  
Legislations has been introduced, however, that 
would elevate the Coast Guard commandant to full 

and equal membership 
on the Joint Chiefs. 
 

“My goal is the 
best talent we 
can recruit.” 

Admiral Linda Fagan 
 
 

 
 
 
 

NH STATE VETERANS CEMETERY CELEBRATES 25 
YEARS 
The NH State Veterans Cemetery celebrated their 
25th year anniversary on Saturday, September 24th. 
Members of the Congressional delegation, 
Senators Shaheen and Hassan and Representative 
Pappas were present bringing congratulations to 
the staff for developing a cemetery that is a shining 
example for other states. 
 During his presentation, Cemetery Director 
Buck indicated that as of September 24th their 
currently 15,046 currently interned at the 
cemetery. 
 The NH State Veterans Cemetery 
Association had a painting commissioned for the 
25th Anniversary Commemoration.  The painting 
was done by Elaine Morrision-Smith is a New 
Hampshire artist from the Lake Region.  Elaine 
stated she was honored to create a meaningful 
painting to highlight this beautiful resting place of 
our heroes.  The sign gives us a sense of place. 
Flowers provide warmth against cold concrete.  
Flowers remind us of gratitude interspersed with 
grief.  The bugler demands our attention – 
representing dignity, respect, and honor.  He unites 
us with pomp and circumstance in a reverent place. 

The cemetery is a respectful place for all.  The 
veteran visiting the Columbarium visits with loved 
ones.  It is a place of reverence, a place to rest, 
remember, and reflect.  Surround by well- 
manicured lawns and shrubs, he is reassured those 
departed are not forgotten and treated with 
deserving dignity and respect.  A bench provides a 
place to rest and reflect.  A field of tombstones in 

https://www.vhlc.org/remembrance-station
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the distance with a curtain of foliage reminds us of 
the many in New Hampshire who have given 
service to our country.  Military respect, honor and 
dignity is represented with the precision of 
tombstone placement.  In the distance, a Gazebo 
welcomes visitors.  It provides a warm, friendly 
place to reflect.  Loved ones can take time to 
reflect and remember surrounded by the beauty of 
New Hampshire.  Green spaces provide the viewer 
with a sense of peace and calm in this place of 
honor.  

 
Former State Senators Dave Currier & Jack Barnes 
who were sponsors of the legislation that created 
the State Veterans Cemetery  
 
 

“Coming together is a beginning, 

staying together is progress and 

working together is success” 

~ Henry Ford 

 
 
 

POST 78 BASEBALL CAPS AVAILABLE 
The Post still has Post 78 baseball caps available for 
$15 each.  The Legion Seal and Post 78 is on the 
front.  On the back is the name of the Post Davis-
Woodman-Durgin Henniker, NH.  On the brim is 
“The Only Henniker on Earth”.  You may purchase 
one at monthly meetings and/or by contacting 
Adjutant Dave Currier. 

 
 
 

 

RECRUIT A NEW 
MEMBER  

 
Editors Note:  The views expressed in this 
Newsletter are deemed interesting enough by the 
Editor to include in the newsletter. I take full 
responsibility and the content does not reflect the 
opinion of the members of the Post, the 
Department of NH or the American Legion. Please 
contact me if these articles offend you. – E-mail 
addresses are for the use of the members to pass 
information and not to be sold or freely passed to 
others without formal consent of the member. No 
funds solicitation is authorized via e-mail. 
 


