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 COMMANDERS NOTES 

  The Post voted at our last meeting to change 

the By-laws to allow us to have officers serve during the 

calendar year.  This year we will be electing officers 

according to the current by-laws and will serve through 

December.  Next election will be in December and 

officers will be  taking office in January of 2023.  We 

hope that if you are not able to attend this meeting that 

you use the Zoom link that was sent out to attend the 

meeting so we have a quorum to effect this change.  

Sukari Statton Bill, Commander 
 

BIRTHDAY’S 

Ariya Nozary March 

Larry Damour March 

Tyler Loukides March 

Ray Grande March 

 

SICK CALL 

 Lester Durgin 

 Greg Champlin 
 

2021-22 POST 78 OFFICERS 
Commander:  Sukari Statton Bill, 603 858-2750 
1st Vice Commander:  Peter Bill, 603 306-1788  
2nd Vice Commander:  VACANT 
Adjutant/Finance Officer:  David Currier, 603 568-2051  
Service Officer:  Cindi Nadelman, 603 209-0922  
Chaplain:  John Coburn, 603 748-2390  
Sgt. At Arms:  Adam Burritt, 603 496-6689  
Historian:  Derick Pignone, 603 401-3362  
Judge Advocate:  Derek Pelkey, 978 514-2905  
Immediate 

Past Commander:  Gregg Champlin , 603 303-9054 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEETING DATES  

All meetings are held at 129 Centervale Road off 

the Old Concord Road Suite 3 (Rear of the 

Henniker Brewing Co building) 7:00pm the third 

Tuesday of the month unless otherwise noted.   

 
Tuesday, March 15th  
Tuesday, April 19th  

Tuesday, May 17th  

 

 
 
J.P JONES HOUSE TO HOLD CELEBRATION 
The John Paul Jones House in Portsmouth will host 
a public celebration on April 24 along with the USS 
Ranger and the City of Portsmouth on how they all 
influenced the American Revolution. 
  Jones’ repeated attacks on Britain aboard 
the Ranger, which was build and manned by the 
men of Portsmouth helped turn British public 
opinion against King George III and his war against 
the colonies. 
  The John Paul Jones House in Portsmouth 
was built in 1758 and is a National Historic 
Landmark. 
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NH VETERANS HOME HAS NEW COMMANDANT 
 Kim MacKay has begun her new job as the 11th 
Commandant of the NH Veterans Home.  MacKay, 
a native of Plymouth and 1988 graduate of 
Plymouth Regional High School, most recently 
served as deputy administrator at Glencliff Home, a 
state facility in Warren that serves New 
Hampshire’s developmentally disabled and/or 
mentally ill residents.  MacKay succeeds Peggy 
LaBrecque as the head of the 132-year old 
Veterans Home, becoming the second consecutive 
woman without direct military experience to 
oversee the 250-bed facility.  Both MacKay and 
LaBrecque, however, have family members who 
serve or have served in the armed forces. 

“I am very honored” to be chosen by the 
Veterans Home’s Board of Managers, said MacKay, 
who thanked LaBrecque “for leading the way” in 
female leadership of the Veterans Home. 
 
 
 
 

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 
WASHINGTON, DC 
The VA encourages you to contact your local VA 
health care facility to schedule an exam to check 
on your physical and mental health. VA wants to let 
you know that VA offers comprehensive physical, 
mental health, hearing and visual examinations, 
among others, as needed.  Scheduling an 
examination with VA, at least once every 2 years, is 
both good for your health and may qualify you for 
reimbursement for emergency treatment in the 
community and access to VA’s walk-in care benefit 
in the community. 
  If you need help arranging transportation to 
your local VA facility, we are here to assist, so 
please let us know as you set up the appointment.  
You may also qualify to receive care authorized by 
VA from a community provider that is more 
convenient for you: please feel free to ask whether 
you qualify for this option. 
  A regular physical examination helps your 
primary care provider determine the general status 
of your health.  In addition, the exam gives you a 
chance to talk your provider about any pain or 
symptoms that you are experiencing or any other 
health concerns that you might have.  Additionally, 
receiving care from VA at least once every 2 years 
is a necessary part of establishing your eligibility for 
certain benefits, including reimbursement for 
emergency treatment for nonservice-connected 
conditions in the community and access to VA’s 
walk-in care benefit in the community. 
  There may be a copayment for health care 
services based on your disability rating, income 
level, or other eligibility factors. 
 
NASHUA NATIVE ASSUMES COMMAND OF USS 
TENNESSEE 
Commander Matt Wilson a Nashua native is the 
new Commanding Officer of the Ohio-class 
ballistic-missile submarine USS Tennessee (SSBN 
734).  The change of command ceremony took 
place at National Submarine Base, Kings Bay, 
Georgia.  Commander Wilson graduated from the 
U.S. Naval Academy in 2003 with a bachelor’s 
degree in ocean engineering. 
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NATIONAL SUICIDE PREVENTION 
Every month is National Suicide Prevention Month 

for the American Legion Family. We should be 

working at preventing suicide every day, every 

week and every month of the year.  It’s a Legion 

Family priority. 

 

 
The VA crisis line. This confidential service is 
available 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Just 
call 800-273-8255 and Press 1. You can also text 
838255.  
You.  Whether you are a veteran, current service 
member, family member or other supporter, you 
can make a difference. Get to know the warning 
signs and act swiftly. If we all work together to 
shine a light during a veteran’s darkest moments, 
we can and we will reduce the alarming rate of 
suicides 
 
ZOOM IN TO THE MONTHLY MEETING 
If you are unavailable to attend the monthly 
meeting in person please watch for a separate 
email with an invite link to attend the meeting via 
Zoom.  We’ve had a number of members who have 
availed themselves of attending the meeting using 
Zoom.  It’s pretty straight forward and only 
requires your computer to be connected to WiFi 
and a camera and microphone on your computer. 
 
HELP BUILD THE VETERAN DATA BASE AT THE NH 
VETERANS HERITAGE CENTER 
At the NH State Veterans Cemetery is the 
"Veterans Heritage Learning Center" to help people 
learn about NH's rich military history. One of the 
active displays is the Remembrance Station where 
veterans or family/friends can enter an entry of 
their military history and other information - as 
much or little as they want. Photos of people and 

items can also be added to the entry. I'm really 
hoping some of you would take a few minutes to 
enter your name and military, etc. bio info 
(whatever you'd like to share). OR enter a family 
member who is/was a veteran or a friend. Here's 
the link to Veteran Bio Input Form: 
https://www.vhlc.org/remembrance-station. 
 
ELECTION OF POST OFFICERS 2022 
First nominations of Post Officers are held at the 
February meeting and second nominations are in 
March with elections in April.  Officers are installed 
at the May meeting.  District 5 Commander has 
asked if we could hold the elections and install the 
officers at our April meeting.  Officers to be elected 
shall be the  Post Commander, First Vice 
Commander, Second Vice Commander, 
Adjutant/Finance Officer, Service Officer, Chaplain, 
Historian, Sergeant-at-Arms and Judge Advocate.   
 
POST MEMBERS TO ATTNED NATIONAL 
COMMANDER’S TESTIMONIAL DINNER 3/29 
Chaplain John Coburn and member Dave Tille will 
represent the Post at the National Commander’s 
Testimonial Dinner at the Sweeney Post 2 in 
Manchester on Tuesday, March 29th 
 

RECRUIT A NEW 
MEMBER  

 
Editors Note:  The views expressed in this 
Newsletter are deemed interesting enough by the 
Editor to include in the newsletter. I take full 
responsibility and the content does not reflect the 
opinion of the members of the Post, the 
Department of NH or the American Legion. Please 
contact me if these articles offend you. – E-mail 
addresses are for the use of the members to pass 
information and not to be sold or freely passed to 
others without formal consent of the member. No 
funds solicitation is authorized via e-mail. 
 

https://www.vhlc.org/remembrance-station

