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 COMMANDERS NOTES 

We’ve really had some great weather so far this 

summer and I hope everyone is enjoying time with 

family and friends. Our Flag Day flag retirement 

ceremony and burning of the flags went very well 

and I’d to thank the Scouts from Troop 529 Weare 

– Area for their assistance.  Since the 14th we have 

had a number of additional flags turned in for 

disposal so we’ll have to plan a time when we can 

accomplish this goal.  We need to strengthen our 

rolls.  Consider asking a fellow veteran that you 

know to join our ranks.  We hope to host an open 

house sometime in the fall. Stay healthy and safe. 

Sukari Statton Bill, Commander 
BIRTHDAY’S 

David Currier July 

David Tille July 

Greg Tully July 

Kaylyn Oder Drabble July 

Lucas Blanchette July 

Sean Durgin July 

 

SICK CALL 

 Cindi Nadelman 

 Lester Durgin 

 Greg Champlin 
 

MEETING DATES  

All meetings are held at 129 Centervale Road off 

the Old Concord Road Suite 3 (Rear of the 

Henniker Brewing Co building) 7:00pm the third 

Tuesday of the month unless otherwise noted.   

 Tuesday, July 19th  

 Tuesday, August 16th 

 Tuesday, September 20th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2022 POST 78 OFFICERS ELECTED & INSTALLED 
Commander:  Sukari Statton Bill 
1st Vice Commander:  David Tille  
2nd Vice Commander:  VACANT 
Adjutant/Finance Officer:  David Currier  
Service Officer:  Cindi Nadelman  
Chaplain:  John Coburn  
Sgt. At Arms:  Adam Burritt 
Historian:  Cordell “CJ” Drabble 
Judge Advocate:  Derek Pelkey 

Imm.Past Commander:  Gregg Champlin 

 
RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP ONLINE  
2023 Annual Dues invoices have been mailed.  You 
can assist the American Legion reduce costs by 
renewing your membership online.  During these 
difficult times, production and postage costs 
continue to rise at alarming rates and there is no 
end in sight.  You can help reduce costs by 
RENEWING ONLINE TODAY AND SELECTING AUTO 
RENEW. 

You may also choose to mail your payment 
in the enclosed reply envelope.  Be sure to include 
the tear-off dues notice to ensure proper credit. 

Your membership continues to make it 
possible for us to: 

 

 

NEWSLETTER – JULY 2022 
DAVIS-WOODMAN-DURGIN 

HENNIKER AMERICAN LEGION POST 78 
P.O. Box 2178, HENNIKER, NH 03242-2178 

For God and Country 
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 Provide free expert help to ensure you and 
hundreds of thousands of other veterans 
receive full government benefits due to you 
and your family through honorable military 
service. 

 Strengthen patriotic values, inspire love of 
country and support members of the U. S. 
Armed Forces at dangerous time of military 
service. 

 Offer special cost savings, discounts and 
values exclusive to members of the 
American Legion. 

 Support local programs that strengthen 
families, communities and our country.  Last 
year posts in the American Legion 
Department of New Hampshire:  provided 
expert assistance in helping veterans and 
families resolve over 208 federal benefit 
cases; Honored veterans at 230 funerals 
and distributed $23,697 in emergency aid. 

Please continue to stand strong with your 
fellow veterans, and for them, by paying your 
dues now.  The only way the American Legion 
can remain the most powerful voice on behalf 
of veterans and their families is with your help.  
Your membership matters! 

 

 
 President Biden signs nine bills to improve health care for 
veterans on June 7, 2022. 

NEW LAWS IMPROVE HEALTH CARE FOR 
VETERANS by Mackenzie Wolf 6/9/22 
President Biden signed nine bills that improve 
health care for veterans during a White House 
ceremony June 7 attended by staff members of 
The American Legion’s Washington, D.C., office. 

Among the goals Biden laid out in his Unity Agenda 
during his first State of the Union address is 
supporting the nation’s veterans. 
“Today, our administration is delivering on that 
agenda,” the president said. “In just a moment, I’ll 
be signing nine different bills with overwhelming 
bipartisan support that improve care for our 
veterans and honor their service and their 
sacrifice.” 
The legislation calls for expanding veterans' access 
to lifesaving breast cancer screenings and care, 
strengthening oversight by temporarily authorizes 
the Department of Veterans Affairs’ Office of 
Inspector General to issue subpoenas in certain 
circumstances, extending a program to 
compensate World War II veterans exposed to 
radiation and awarding the Congressional Gold 
Medal to Army Rangers of World War II. 
The Dr. Kate Hendricks Thomas Supporting 
Expanded Review for Veterans in Combat 
Environments Act expands eligibility for Veterans 
Health Administration mammography screenings 
to veterans who served in certain locations during 
specified periods, including those who were 
exposed to toxic substances. 
The bill is named in honor of Dr. Kate Hendricks 
Thomas, a Marine Corps veteran. In 2018, Thomas 
was diagnosed with three different types of stage 4 
breast cancer believed to have been caused by 
burn pit exposure during her service in Iraq. 
Following her diagnosis, Thomas fought not only 
her own health care, but became a champion 
advocate for veterans suffering from illnesses 
caused by toxic exposures. 
Thomas passed away on April 5, 2022, leaving 
behind a husband and young son. She was 42 years 
old. 
The other bills, the president said, focus on the 
success of a veterans’ future. 
“We’re going to strengthen the oversight of the 
VA’s activities so veterans get the care they 
deserve, and restoring educational assistance 
benefits so veterans displaced by COVID-19 can 
continue to gain new skills to meet the demands of 
a changing workforce. 
“We can never fully repay the debt to all of you. 
But I promise that my administration will always 
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have your back. I made that commitment when I 
ran, and I commit that now. And the men and 
women sitting before me made a similar 
commitment. We mean it.” 
The nine bills signed into law are: 
• S.4119 - RECA Extension Act of 2022. 
• S. 4089 - Veterans Rapid Retraining Assistance 
Program Restoration and Recovery Act of 2022. 
• S. 3527 - A bill to amend title 38, United States 
Code, to authorize the Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
to transfer the name of property of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs designated by law 
to other property of the Department.. 
• S. 2687 - Strengthening Oversight for Veterans 
Act of 2021. 
• S. 2533 - Making Advances in Mammography and 
Medical Options for Veterans Act. 
• S. 2514 - A bill to rename the Provo Veterans 
Center in Orem, Utah, as the "Col. Gail S. Halvorsen 
'Candy Bomber' Veterans Center." 
• S. 2102 - Dr. Kate Hendricks Thomas Supporting 
Expanded Review for Veterans In Combat 
Environments Act. 
• S. 1872 - United States Army Rangers Veterans of 
World War II Congressional Gold Medal Act. 
• S. 1760 - A bill to designate the community-based 
outpatient clinic of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs planned to be built in Oahu, Hawaii, as the 
"Daniel Kahikina Akaka Department of Veterans 
Affairs Community-Based Outpatient Clinic." 
 
FLAG DAY 2022 

 

 Inspecting the tattered and torn flags prior to 
disposal.  

  

SENATE PASSES HISTORIC BURN PIT 
LEGISLATION By Mackenzie Wolf, June 16, 2022 

The U.S. Senate made history June 16, ensuring 
millions of veterans exposed to noxious fumes 
emanating from burn pits will have access to 
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) care and 
benefits. The bill was approved by an 84-14 vote. 

The Sergeant First Class Heath Robinson Honoring 
Our PACT Act (PACT Act) addresses the full 
spectrum of issues affecting toxic-exposed 
veterans’ access to VA benefits and care, while also 
reforming VA’s presumptive decision-making 
process. 

The sweeping legislation provides a comprehensive 
framework to improve the presumptive process for 
burn pit veterans by streamlining access to health-
care benefits for those who served in areas of 
known toxic exposure — regardless of disability 
status — and provides health care for as many as 
3.5 million veterans exposed to airborne hazards 
and burn pits. 

American Legion National Commander Paul E. 
Dillard hailed the Senate and the 117th Congress 
for passing the PACT Act, calling the legislation a 
“historic bipartisan achievement.” 

 

https://www.legion.org/contact/media?n=Mackenzie%20Wolf&p=mwolf&s=legion.org&subject=Senate%20passes%20historic%20burn%20pit%20legislation%20&url=https://www.legion.org/veteranshealthcare/256041/senate-passes-historic-burn-pit-legislation
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 “Today, the U.S. Senate has saved lives and truly 
delivered for veterans,” Dillard said. “By passing 
the Sergeant First Class Heath Robinson Honoring 
Our PACT Act, the 117th Congress has put 
substance behind the phrase, ‘Thank you for your 
service.’ 

“The American Legion is grateful for the service of 
millions of veterans who were exposed to burn 
pits, atomic radiation, Agent Orange and other 
environmental poisons. Thanks to the U.S. 
Congress, these men and women will be able to 
receive the care and benefits they have earned. 
The PACT Act is an historic bipartisan achievement. 
The American Legion thanks not only those who 
voted for this legislation but the thousands of 
Legionnaires and advocates who worked to make 
this happen. We look forward to President Biden 
signing the Honoring Our PACT Act into law.” 

Toxic smoke and fumes from burn pits in Iraq and 
Afghanistan included medical and human waste, 
jet fuel, chemicals, metal, munitions and 
unexploded ordnance, petroleum and lubricant 
products, plastics, Styrofoam and more. 

ANOTHER REASON WHY YOUR 
MEMBERSHIP IN THE AMERICAN LEGION 

IS SO IMPORTANT TO ASSURING 
VETERANS BENEFITS ARE SUSTAINED 

AND IMPROVED. 

NATIONAL SUICIDE PREVENTION 
Every month is National Suicide Prevention Month 

for the American Legion Family. We should be 

working at preventing suicide every day, every 

week and every month of the year.  It’s a Legion 

Family priority. 

 
The VA crisis line. This confidential service is 
available 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Just 
call 800-273-8255 and Press 1. You can also text 
838255.  
You.  Whether you are a veteran, current service 
member, family member or other supporter, you 
can make a difference. Get to know the warning 
signs and act swiftly. If we all work together to 
shine a light during a veteran’s darkest moments, 
we can and we will reduce the alarming rate of 
suicides. 
 
ZOOM IN TO THE MONTHLY MEETING 
If you are unavailable to attend the monthly 
meeting in person please watch for a separate 
email with an invite link to attend the meeting via 
Zoom.  We’ve had a number of members who have 
availed themselves of attending the meeting using 
Zoom.  It’s pretty straight forward and only 
requires your computer to be connected to WiFi 
and a camera and microphone on your computer. 
 

“Coming together is a beginning, 

staying together is progress and 

working together is success” 

~ Henry Ford 

FLAG ALERT 

The American Legion Flag Alert provides an e-mail 
notification when the flag of the United States is to 
be displayed at half-staff. You can sign up for the 
emails on this page.To subscribe to the Flag Alert 
text notifications, follow this simple two-step 
process. First, text Flag to 534466. You will be 
asked to verify with "Y". Once that is complete, you 
will receive the text alert. 


