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COMMANDERS NOTES 

I would first like the thank everyone who 

participated in the Memorial Day Parade. We had a 

great turnout this year. The weather didn’t entirely 

cooperate, but that didn’t stop us from completing the 

mission. I hope that next year we have another great 

group of veterans that proudly participate.   

I look forward to seeing everyone on Monday, 

June 14th for our annual disposal ceremony.  The 

ceremony will take place at the Henniker Brewing 

Company, Suite 3.  We will be disposing all of the flags 

that have been collected from community diposal boxes 

and from the cemeteries.  

What Is Flag Day? 

When the American Revolution broke out in 1775, the 
colonists weren’t fighting united under a single flag. 
Instead, most regiments participating in the war for 
independence against the British fought under their own 
flags. In June of 1775, the Second Continental 
Congress met in Philadelphia to create the Continental 
Army—a unified colonial fighting force—with the hopes 
of more organized battle against its colonial oppressors. 
This led to the creation of what was, essentially, the first 
“American” flag, the Continental Colors. 
For some, this flag, which was comprised of 13 red and 
white alternating stripes and a Union Jack in the corner, 
was too similar to that of the British. George 
Washington soon realized that flying a flag that was 
even remotely close to the British flag was not a great 
confidence-builder for the revolutionary effort, so he 
turned his efforts towards creating a new symbol of 
freedom for the soon-to-be fledgling nation. 
On June 14, 1777, the Second Continental Congress took 
a break from writing the Articles of 
Confederation and passed a resolution stating that 
“the flag of the United States be 13 stripes, alternate red 
and white,” and that “the union be 13 stars, white in a 
blue field, representing a new constellation.” 
Over 100 years later, in 1916, President Woodrow 
Wilson marked the anniversary of that decree by 
officially establishing June 14 as Flag Day. 

Commander Sukari Statton-Bill  
 

BIRTHDAY’S 

Jean Paul Aucoin June 

Peter Bill June 

John Coburn June 

Scot Gould June 

Erik Hilyard June 

Derek Pelkey June 

 

SICK CALL 

 Lester Durgin 

 Greg Champlin 
 

NEW 2021-22 POST 78 OFFICERS 
Commander:  Sukari Statton Bill, 603 858-2750 
1st Vice Commander:  Peter Bill, 603 306-1788  
2nd Vice Commander:  VACANT 
Adjutant/Finance Officer:  David Currier, 603 568-2051  
Service Officer:  Cindi Nadelman, 603 209-0922  
Chaplain:  John Coburn, 603 748-2390  
Sgt. At Arms:  Adam Burritt, 603 496-6689  
Historian:  Derick Pignone, 603 401-3362  
Judge Advocate:  Derek Pelkey, 978 514-2905  
Immediate 

Past Commander:  Gregg Champlin , 603 303-9054 
 Installation of the new officers will take place at the 
May meeting. 
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MEETING DATES  

All meetings are held at 129 Centervale Road off 

the Old Concord Road Suite 3 (Rear of the Henniker 

Brewing Co building) 7:00pm the third Tuesday of 

the month. 

Monday, June 14th. June’s meeting is rescheduled 

to coincide with Flag Day & the ceremony to 

destroy tattered and torn flags. 

Tuesday, July 20th  
Tuesday, August 17th  
 
ZOOM IN TO THE MONTHLY MEETING 
If you are unavailable to attend the monthly 
meeting in person please watch for a separate 
email with an invite link to attend the meeting via 
Zoom.  We’ve had a number of members who have 
availed themselves of attending the meeting using 
Zoom.  It’s pretty straight forward and only requires 
your computer to be connected to WiFi and a 
camera and microphone on your computer 

 

HOMETOWN HEROES BANNERS PROGRAM 
APPROVED BY TOWN OF HENNIKER 
The Hometown Heroes Banners Program working 
with the Town of Henniker and Henniker Post 78 
was approved by town selectmen. The first banner 
that has been purchased will honor Henniker 
resident Sgt. Russell Durgin who was killed in action 
in Afghanistan and will be installed prior to 
Memorial Day. 

Other Henniker residents interested in 
honoring a loved one through the Hometown 
Hero’s Program may contact:  Matthew 
Wieczhalek-Seiler at (603) 219-6792 or via email at 
mattseiler5757@gmail.com. 

 
HENNIKER MEMORIAL DAY 2021 
The Memorial Day Parade was held Monday, May 
31st at 10:00am.  This year the parade featured 
New Hampshire Pipes & Drums and they were a big 
favorite.  A number of veterans marched and others 
were given rides in locally owned jeeps.  The fire 
department firing squad presented salutes at a 
number of memorials including a wreath honoring 
the military members who served at sea was placed 

in the Contoocook River at the Edna Dean Proctor 
Bridge. 
 

 
Police & Fire Department honor guard leads the 
parade with veterans following. 

 
 

Laying of the wreath and the sounding of taps at 

the Woodman Park Memorial 
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NH Pipes and Drum Corps 

 

 

102nd National 

Legion Convention 

Aug 27 - Sept 2, 2021 

Phoenix, Arizona 

 

 
 

Jean Durgin and her son Greg admiring the new 

Hometown Hero’s Banner honoring the service of 

Sgt. Russell Durgin who’s 15th year anniversary of 

his death in Afghanistan. 

  

INFORMATION REGARDING PLAN FOR THE 1-DAY 

ALTERNATE DEPARTMENT CONVENTION – 

Saturday, July 10th - Greenville Pavilion 

1). 3-day Department convention planned for May 

20 thru 23 in Lincoln NH has been CANCELLED. The 

hosting venues said that because of all the COVID-

19 regulations they could not handle our capacity. 

2). A 1 Day alternate Department Convention is 

being planned. Each American Legion family unit 

will each hold their separate 1 day convention 

(Legion, Auxiliary and SAL). The target date for this 

event is June 26th. (This would be the date of our 

convention which normally was held in June. This 

gives us a little more time to find a location. 

3) The challenge is to find a location that can handle 

our delegate capacity. Initially we had looked into 

the Rochester Post (Largest facility in the state. The 

normal capacity is 350. But due to COVID-19 

Regulations they have to operate at 50% capacity. 

Then complying with Social Distancing (everyone 6’ 

feet apart) the number drops down to 88. In 

addition, the Rochester post has scheduled the 

floors in the event halls are going to be replaced. 

We have the Convention Committee doing a search 

for other possible venues. 

4). We need to get an estimate of how many 

delegates will attend this convention. We have 

asked the District Commanders to contact each 

post and get an idea of the number of Delegates 

they expect will attend this Alternate Convention. 

We don’t need the names at this time but just an 

estimate of those delegates who will attend. This 

convention will be for Paid Delegates or Alternate 

Delegates Only. 

5). The agenda is being paired down to get a 3-day 

event into 1 day. This means there will be NO 

Banquet, No breakout sessions, No training, No 

caucus, No committee reports NO Hospitality 

Rooms, No Memorial service, No Awards 

presentations, No Nomination speeches. 

6) The business that we have to accomplish would 

be: Approval of the Budget, Resolutions, Election an 
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Installation of Officers. In place of Nomination 

speeches, The candidate will be allowed to give a 2–

3-minute speech of their background and why they 

are running. In place of Committee Reports being 

presented, we are asking ALL Committee chairmen 

to please send in their written reports to Dept. 

Headquarters. These committee reports will be put 

into the book of Committee reports and 

distributed. In place of the Memorial Service, we 

are asking all Legion Family Units (Legion, SAL and 

Auxiliary) and Legion Post Adjutants to submit all 

those members who have passed for the last 2 

years to Department headquarter so a Memorial 

book can be produced. At the Convention, the 

Dept. Chaplin will give a few words and any eulogy 

of distinguished deceased members. This Memorial 

Book will be distributed to all Legion Family unit 

separate conventions.  We will need to elect a 

delegate and alternative delegate for the 

convention at this meeting. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 


