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COMMANDERS NOTES 

 Happy New Year! I would first like to take a 
moment to wish post Vice Commander, Peter Bill 
well wishes as he attends the Sexual Assault 
Response Coordinator (SARC) course in Fort 
Leavenworth, Kansas. 2022 will bring a few great 
opportunities if you would like to become more 
involved this year. The first opportunity will be the 
Mid-Winter Conference and DEC meeting. The 
location of the meeting is at Post 7 in Rochester NH 
January 29th at 10:00am.  

Civil Rights Day is a holiday in Arizona and 
New Hampshire, this day is also known as Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day. Martin Luther King Jr. was a civil 
rights activist. He was a pivotal leader in the 
movement to end racial injustice and segregation. 
One of the biggest things that Martin Luther King Jr. 
believed in was non-violent protests. At the age of 
35 Martin Luther King Jr was the youngest person 
to receive the Nobel Peace Prize for his nonviolent 
campaign against racism. Take time on January 17 
to remember not only Martin Luther King Jr, but all 
activists who contributed in making equality their 
number one priority. 

I would like to encourage all members to 
bring a friend to attend a meeting with you. This 
could lead to new member in Post 78. We have a 
great post with positive members who would love 
to continue helping the community. 

Sukari Statton Bill, Commander 
 

BIRTHDAY’S 

Adam Burritt January 

 

SICK CALL 

 Lester Durgin 

 Greg Champlin 
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Commander:  Sukari Statton Bill, 603 858-2750 
1st Vice Commander:  Peter Bill, 603 306-1788  
2nd Vice Commander:  VACANT 
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Historian:  Derick Pignone, 603 401-3362  
Judge Advocate:  Derek Pelkey, 978 514-2905  
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Past Commander:  Gregg Champlin , 603 303-9054 
 

 
 

MEETING DATES  

All meetings are held at 129 Centervale Road off 

the Old Concord Road, Suite 3 (Rear of the 

Henniker Brewing Co building) 7:00pm the third 

Tuesday of the month unless otherwise noted.   

Tuesday, January 18th  
Tuesday, February 15th 
Tuesday, March 15th    

 
NATIONAL SUICIDE PREVENTION 
Every month is National Suicide Prevention Month 

for the American Legion Family. We should be 

working at preventing suicide every day, every 
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week and every month of the year.  It’s a Legion 

Family priority. 

 

 
The VA crisis line. This confidential service is 
available 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Just 
call 800-273-8255 and Press 1. You can also text 
838255. 
 
NATIONAL COMMANDER VISIT TO NH 
MARCH 28-31 
On Tuesday, March 29th at the Sweeney Post 2 in 
Manchester will host a testimonial dinner at 
5:00pm for National Commander Paul E. Dillard.  
We would like the post to send a couple of 
members to this event.  If you are interested in 

attending please let 
Commander Sukari Bill 
and/or Adjutant Dave 
Currier know and we’ll 
make the arrangements. 

 
THE AMERICAN LEGION’S BUDDY CHECKS 
While these were originally intended for twice-
annual check-ins with veterans, they are really a 
tool that can be used any day. If you haven’t 
checked on veterans in your community lately, 
there is no better time than now. A simple call or 
visit will surely brighten a veteran’s day. Even 
better: invite a veteran to your post. The American 
Legion has a peer-to-peer network that is 
unmatched. It’s a great way to talk with another 
veteran who understands exactly what another 
veteran is going through. For more on how to 
conduct Buddy Checks, visit National web page. 
 
ZOOM IN TO THE MONTHLY MEETING 
If you are unavailable to attend the monthly 
meeting in person please watch for a separate 

email with an invite link to attend the meeting via 
Zoom.  We’ve had a number of members who have 
availed themselves of attending the meeting using 
Zoom.  It’s pretty straight forward and only 
requires your computer to be connected to WiFi 
and a camera and microphone on your computer. 
 
HELP BUILD THE VETERAN DATA BASE AT THE NH 
VETERANS HERITAGE CENTER 
At the NH State Veterans Cemetery is the "Veterans 
Heritage Learning Center" to help people learn 
about NH's rich military history. One of the active 
displays is the Remembrance Station where 
veterans or family/friends can enter an entry of 
their military history and other information - as 
much or little as they want. Photos of people and 
items can also be added to the entry. I'm really 
hoping some of you would take a few minutes to 
enter your name and military, etc. bio info 
(whatever you'd like to share). OR enter a family 
member who is/was a veteran or a friend. Here's 
the link to Veteran Bio Input Form: 
https://www.vhlc.org/remembrance-station. 
 
DEPARTMENT CRIBBAGE TOURNAMENT 
Do you play cribbage?  Let’s get a team together 
and enter the state tournament.  Sunday, March 6th 
at 11:00am at the Sweeney Post 2 in Manchester. 
 
PROPOSED BY-LAW AND CONSTITUTION CHANGES 
The By-laws and Constitution are being considered 
for a change so that Post Officers are elected 
annually in January with nominations in November 
and December.  This would help facilitate 
instillation of officers for the district and have 
officers service more in line with the calendar year.  
These amendments will be discussed and voted on 
at the February meeting and will take effect with 
the 2023 elections. 
 

RECRUIT A NEW MEMBER BY 
MEMORIAL DAY 

 
POST 78 FACT 
Our youngest member is 19 and our oldest is 94. 
 

http://em.legion.org/c/1bJn8UR62DvzmWsVYAA6HJMo
https://www.vhlc.org/remembrance-station
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MID-WINTER CONFERENCE (POST 7 ROCHESTER) 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 29, 2022 is the Mid-winter 
Conference. If you are interested in attending 
let us know. 
Coffee/doughnuts/registration 9:00AM 
Joint Meeting will start promptly at 10:00AM 
We are asked to bring a non-perishable food 
item or items to the meeting to support the 
State Commanders Project with the NH Food 
Bank. 
 
THE AMERICAN LEGION BRAND MARK 

 

Since 1919, The American Legion has been 
represented by its emblem. As we look to the next 
era of The American Legion, the time has come for 
a new brand mark to be used in marketing, 
communications and promotional materials. 

The new brand mark does not replace the emblem. 
Instead, both the emblem and the brand mark are 
to be used in specific applications that will better 
serve The American Legion going forward. On this 
page, guidance is provided on the manner and 
types of applications that will apply to both the 
emblem and The American Legion brand mark. 

Purpose of the Brand Mark 

The American Legion brand mark was created to 
address the need to modernize The American 
Legion brand to appeal to the next generation of 
veterans. Moreover, the new brand mark takes into 
consideration a host of applications that the 
original emblem could never have anticipated. 
Those include digital and social media, special 
event and sports marketing, lifestyle apparel and 
more. 

Brand Mark versus Emblem 

Going forward, the brand mark is to be used in all 
marketing communications applications, while the 

emblem should be reserved for official documents 
and communications. 
 
POST 78 BASEBALL CAPS AVAILABLE 
The Post still has Post 78 baseball caps available for 
$15 each.  The Legion Seal and Post 78 is on the 
front.  On the back is the name of the Post Davis-
Woodman-Durgin Henniker, NH.  On the brim is 

 
“The Only Henniker on Earth”.  You may purchase 
one at monthly meetings and/or by contacting 
Adjutant Dave Currier. 
 
PURPLE HEART CITY 
On Wednesday, October 13, 2021, at Veterans Park 
in Manchester, NH, signs announcing that 
Manchester, NH was a Purple Heart City.  This is a 
worthwhile project that our post ought to consider 
for Henniker. 
 
RECRUITMENT 
“No Veteran Left Behind” PIN TO BE AWARDED 

National Commander Paul E. Dillard will 
award his national commander “No Veteran Left 
Behind: membership excellence pin to any 
Legionnaire who obtains three new members into 
the American Legion. 

Only one pin will be awarded per individual.  
Upon receipt, national staff will confirm the names 
and mail the pin directly to the person who earned 
it. 
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LOCAL TOYS FOR LOCAL TOTS 
The Local Toys for Local Tots program was again 
very successful. Thanks to the group effort from the 
American Legion, Henniker Chamber of 
Commerece, New England College Veterans Council 
and the Henniker Brewing Company. 

 
Casey Carroll and his family dropped off presents 
for the needy children of the Henniker area. 
 
MEMBERSHIP IMPACT REPORT DECEMBER 2021 

 $64,824.20 – Amount in American Legion 
National Emergency Fund grants disbursed 
in December to assist 25 individuals and 
four local posts that were severely harmed 
by natural disasters, including the tornado 
outbreak of December 10-11. 

 222,908 – Number of December 2021 
American Legion Online Update e-
newsletters, or a month-best 26% of the 
subscriber audience, that were opened 
when the top story details ways in which 
Legionnaires had responded to the tornado 
outbreak in Kentucky and elsewhere 10 
days earlier. 

 3,100 – Approximate number of cemeteries 
nationawide that participated in Wreaths 
Across America, which placed more than 2.4 
million holiday wreaths at veteran graves, 
including 257,000 at Arlington National 

Cemetery.  American Legion Posts and 
districts throughout the country 
volunteered and assisted with the program. 

 $17K – Approximate value of toys and 
bicycles delivered by Florida’s 5th District 
American Legion Riders in a December Toys 
for Tots drive that included a motorcycle 
escort for Marines from Blount Island 
Command in Jacksonville, FL. 

 $21K – American Legion Operation Comfort 
Warriors grants disbursed in December to 
service members or veterans recovering 
from military-connected wounds or 
illnesses. 

 322,400 – Rounds of blank ammo provided 
in 2021 from the American Legion National 
security Division for ceremonial use at posts 
and departments.  Also provided through 
the military-equipment loan program were 
749 rifles, 963 clips and 12 static displays. 

 $621,660 – American Legion Mission Blue 
grants disbursed in 2021 to assist local posts 
whose operations were adversely affected 
by the COVID-19 pandemic.  In December 
alone 97 grants were issued to posts in 27 
departments in the amount of $135,000. 

 $19,500 – Amount in American Legion 
national youth scholarships disbursed in 
December. 

This is just a sampling of what being a member of 
your American Legion Family means to so many in 
this great country. 
 
Editors Note:  The views expressed in this 
Newsletter are deemed interesting enough by the 
Editor to include in the newsletter. I take full 
responsibility and the content does not reflect the 
opinion of the members of the Post, the 
Department of NH or the American Legion. Please 
contact me if these articles offend you. – E-mail 
addresses are for the use of the members to pass 
information and not to be sold or freely passed to 
others without formal consent of the member. No 
funds solicitation is authorized via e-mail. 
 


