
 

Kilduff-Wirtanen  
American Legion Post 74  

• 38 Main Street •  
PO Box 761 Brookline, NH 03033-0761 

November 2022 Newsletter 
Kilduff-Wirtanen American Legion Post 74, Brookline, NH meets the 4th Thursday of the month* at 38 Main Street Brookline. 

Meetings begin at 1900 hours (7PM). *Nov and Dec meeting held 3rd Thursday. 

You can attend via Zoom: https://us05web.zoom.us/j/6205759325?pwd=a1g1aVdna0djMjRFYThIQUlVb1grdz09 

Meeting ID = 6205759325; Passcode: ht3w6Z    or, 

One tap mobile = (646) 558-8656; Meeting ID = 6205759325# 
If you wish to join or have questions about the American Legion, please call one of the Post Officers. 
Click here to visit our Facebook Page at: Kilduff-Wirtanen American Legion Post #74 Brookline, NH 

    

Next Meeting: 

16 December at 7:00 PM 
This is a change due to the 

Holidays. 

November Meeting Minutes 
Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM by Post 
Commander Will Collard. 10 members present 
and one guest. 

Colors advanced, prayers offered, POW/MIA 
empty chair recognized, and Preamble recited. 

Minutes: A motion was made by Bill Graham to 
dispense with the verbal reading of the Minutes 
since they were published in the November 
newsletter and sent to all the members; 
seconded by Arlene d’Arbonne and 
unanimously approved. 

Treasurers Report: The Treasurer’s Report 
was read. The Post received $232.50 from 
dues. The Post paid out $53 to Eversource and 
$79.50 to the Department of New Hampshire for 
dues. Bob Glover also stated the Post received 
a total of $733.05 in donations from the Poppy 
distribution the Saturday before Veterans Day. 
Bob also stated he asked Haffner if they could 

deliver fuel oil to the Post as their price was 
lower than others, but they could not. Lorden Oil 
did deliver and fill the tank with 157 gallons for a 
total of $861.30. Bill Graham said we should 
consider switching to propane at some point as 
he did this with his house and it cost $5,000 at 
the time, but he pays less for fuel. Bill also 
stated Eastern Propane has a discount for 
Veterans. Arlene d’Arbonne made a motion that 
the Treasurers Report be accepted as read, 
pending audit; seconded by Pat Moquin and 
unanimously approved. 

Sick Call and Employment: Greg d’Arbonne 
stated Bruce Moran called him and said he 
could not attend the meeting because he is 
having severe back pain. 

Membership: Bob Glover stated he needs an 
updated address from Jeff Smith. 

Correspondence: Nothing to report. 

Old Business: 

• Monument:  
o Jim Pope made a motion that the Post 

pay John Weidman $2,500 for work on 
the Monument; seconded by Greg 
d’Arbonne and unanimously approved.  

o It is estimated that the total cost of the 
project is $34,000. A total of $13, 559.50 
has already been paid, with approximately 
$20,000 still to go. 

https://www.facebook.com/Kilduff-Wirtanen-American-Legion-Post-74-Brookline-NH-336439226843954/?__tn__=kC-R&eid=ARArGGgh2Mb68a6tgf63Fht9HX_jvFI7lk06-5tl3i83qqiTUxBO11poID-19jb6yHSG5VUjlNzrzkME&hc_ref=ARTaGGXgXUihbaOX499UQ6RnduWRuwgQ2Kd3YPnAMDBi7hgaJaVsgFCfk3rw6VjPcbo&__xts__%5b0%5d=68.ARCATa8HDcPmEWDpBHG5VAHei6M7BsjsmuCIbcPNqI2xoRWYftiOGbiI7YkCmTN7zimZX-DiAGFF8Cd9G1c5IcS6qr5RIaWvrm4IDanL95hQNNedAD48w9RHPwEyF_RE_clygH5pG2MeZ4X2Et0bWWw81eK6S0qiCWLYXhYpNnsKzf8vZ8_CRvkWGTmFGKt86IudrBYPizgxW3WTgs4beNvmdpLCOPSHQCCeL1egjjM9lNG503hCRnKmu5aztgCnXdFeIT6miOVTuMy4wKNWFBaArp9oxiMdOGd-0mlN0_aS76PoJvdXIjn4giRjQ0gO0j8


o The Post needs to start making the bricks 
ordered by contributors. 

• Building Maintenance: Greg d’Arbonne 
briefed the members on the recent repairs 
and upgrades to the building: 
o The back door now has a lock and handle 

so the building can be entered through 
that door as well. 

o The plumbing and water were upgraded, 
with the bathroom fully functional and 
compliant with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA). The water pump 
and tank were taken out of the pit in the 
basement and are now sitting on the floor 
of the basement. The hot water heater is 
an on-demand system and is in the 
basement where it can flow hot water to 
the kitchen and the bathroom. 

o The building has a new front door with the 
lock still able to use current keys. 

o Greg thanked Bill Graham, Bob Barnes, 
Daryl Livesey, Gerry Farwell, Matt Hatch, 
and Jack Fallon with their extraordinary 
assistance on these various projects. 

New Business: Bob Glover stated the National 
American Legion has a program called “The 
Buddy Check” to encourage members to reach 
out to other Veterans and members to make 
sure they are doing OK. The members 
discussed ideas such as dividing up the 
membership list and having members call other 
members. Commander Collard mentioned a 
social time before the meeting would help, 
especially for those coming straight from work 
and have not had a chance to eat supper at 
home before the meeting. It was discussed we 
do another “Coffee with a Vet.” It was decided 
that before the December meeting there will be 
coffee available at 6:30 PM. 

For the Good of The Post: Jim Pope stated 
there will be a Seniors Luncheon on 10 
December. 

There being no further business, the meeting 
adjourned at 7:51 PM. The next meeting is 15 
December 2022. 

News For & From Members 
The Legion Hall Has Several Upgrades 

Over the past month there have been significant improvements to the Legion Hall. They are:  

• The back door now has a lock and handle so the building can be entered through that door as 
well in case the front door has a problem. 

• The plumbing and water were upgraded, with the bathroom fully functional and compliant with 
the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). The water pump and tank were taken out of the pit in 
the basement and are on the floor of the basement. The hot water heater is an on-demand 
system and is in the basement where it can flow hot water to the kitchen and the bathroom. 

• The building has a new front door with the lock still able to use the current keys. The door is 
hand-built because it is not a standard size as we have today (the building was made in the 
early 1890’s). We also tried to keep it as historically accurate as we could. We found an old 
timber from when the members returned from WW II. The timbers were used to shore-up the 
main floor as it was sagging. There was one left over and it has been sitting in the basement 
since then. We cut up the timber to make the frame of the door, but we used modern plywood 
for the panels (plywood was too expensive for regular use back in the 1890’s so they used 
strips of wood pushed together); and we decided to go with a modern lever-style door handle 
for ease of access. The blue color of the door is the color of the Legion flag and seal. 

A huge thanks to Bill Graham, Bob Barnes, Daryl Livesey, Gerry Farwell, Matt Hatch, and Jack 
Fallon for their extraordinary assistance on these various projects!! – Greg d’Arbonne 



3 

 

 

The Monument is Assembled!!! 

Post member John Weidman reports that the Monument is assembled. If anyone wants to stop by 
Andre’s Institute, John says come on by during the day. Take the entrance off Rt. 13 and go up the 
hill. To his studio.  

Come join us at Breakfast on Wednesday Mornings! 

Every Wednesday morning at 8 AM, there is an ad hoc Veteran gathering for breakfast at the 
Hollis Marketplace Diner in Hollis. Come and join us! A good time is had by all!!  
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Calendar of Events 
Added/Changed events are highlighted in yellow. 
December: 

• 15 Dec: Brookline American Legion Monthly Meeting, 7 PM, Brookline Legion Hall 

• 18 Dec: Hollis VFW Monthly Meeting, 7 PM, Brookline Legion Hall 

January: 

• 15 Jan: Hollis VFW Monthly Meeting, 7 PM, Brookline Legion Hall 

• 26 Jan: Brookline American Legion Monthly Meeting, 7 PM, Brookline Legion Hall 

February: 

• 19 Feb: Hollis VFW Monthly Meeting, 7 PM, Brookline Legion Hall 

• 23 Feb: Brookline American Legion Monthly Meeting, 7 PM, Brookline Legion Hall 

Please Make Sure You Renew ASAP 
If you pay annually for your membership, please renew ASAP so we can meet our 
numbers for the year now and not have to rush at the end of the year (which is June). 
You can renew at a meeting or renew online at https://www.members.legion.org/CGI-
BIN/lansaweb?webapp=MYLRENEW+webrtn=wr_memberdata+ml=LANSA:XHTML+p
art=TAL+lang=ENG#legion-org-header. Thanks! 

News of Interest to Veterans 
Veterans Legal Justice 

Veterans Legal Justice, formerly operating as the Veterans Law Project, Legal Boots on 
the Ground, is now up and running again as a stand-alone not-for profit charity..  We will 
be providing legal assistance to Veterans, Service Members and both their families. Our 
launch date for intake is Veterans Day. We will be handling most areas of the law 
through a panel of experienced volunteer lawyers. For assistance call 603-397-0650. 
Any questions contact Larry Vogelman, Shaheen & Gordon, P.A., 353 Central Ave., 2nd 
Floor, P.O. Box 977, Dover, NH  03821-0977; Main: 603-749-5000; Fax: 603-749-1838  

Currier Museum Vet's Day Every 3rd Saturday of the Month 

Who says there is no free lunch? The Currier Museum of Art, 150 Ash Street 
Manchester, NH, offers free admission and lunch to Active and Veteran service 
members and their families every 3rd Saturday of the month. Here is the link for more 
information: https://currier.org/event/art-for-vets-family-day/  
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Sponsor a Veteran for Christmas at NHVH 

If you would like to sponsor a Veteran for Christmas, you can do so for $75.00 a 
Veteran. The staff will purchase 3 gifts specific for this Veteran based on his/her wishes 
and needs! All YOU must do is make out your check “RESIDENT BENEFIT FUND” and 
write the word “sponsor a Vet for Christmas in the memo line! Mail the check to: NH 
Veterans Home, 139 Winter Street, Tilton, NH 03276  

Please remember to fill out the attached donation form and send it along with your 
check today. Thank you  

Madeline Dreusicke, Chairman, Hospital/VAVS Representative 
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Help Build the Veteran Database at the NH Veterans Heritage Learning Center 

At the NH State Veterans Cemetery is the "Veterans Heritage Learning Center" to help people 
learn about NH's rich military history. One of the active displays is the Remembrance Station 
where veterans or family/friends can enter an entry of their military history and other information - 
as much or little as they want. Photos of people and items can also be added to the entry. 

Please take a few minutes to enter your name and military, etc. bio info (whatever you'd like to 
share). OR enter a family member who is/was a veteran or a friend. Here's the link to Veteran Bio 
Input Form: https://www.vhlc.org/stories-of-service-station/veteran-bio-form 

Points To Ponder 
The views expressed in the following articles are deemed interesting enough by me to include in 
the newsletter. I take full responsibility and the content does not reflect the opinion of the members 
of the Post. Please contact me if these articles offend you. – Greg d’Arbonne 

T’was the Night Before Christmas – Never Forget 

T'was the night before Christmas, he lived all alone, in a one-bedroom house, made of plaster and 
stone. 

I had come down the chimney, with presents to give, and to see just who, in this home, did live. 

I looked all about, a strange sight I did see, no tinsel, no presents, not even a tree. 

No stocking by mantle, just boots filled with sand, 

On the wall hung pictures, of far distant lands. 

With medals and badges, awards of all kinds, a sober thought, came through my mind. 

For this house was different, it was dark and dreary, 

I found the home of a soldier, once i could see clearly. 

The soldier lay sleeping, silent, alone, curled up on the floor, in this one-bedroom home. 

The face was so gentle, the room in disorder, not how i pictured, a true modern soldier. 

Was this the hero, of whom I’d just read? Curled up on a poncho, the floor for a bed? 

I realized the families, that i saw this night, owed their lives to these soldiers, who were willing to 
fight. 

Soon round the world, the children would play, and grownups would celebrate, a bright Christmas 
day. 

They all enjoyed freedom, each month of the year, because of the soldiers, like the one lying here. 

I couldn't help wonder, how many lay alone, on a cold Christmas Eve, in a land far from home. 

about:blank
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E-mail addresses are for the use of the members to pass information and not to be sold or freely passed to others without formal consent of 
the member. No funds solicitation is authorized via e-mail. 

The very thought brought, a tear to my eye, I dropped to my knees, and started to cry. 

The soldier awakened, and i heard a rough voice, “Santa don't cry, this life is my choice; I fight for 
freedom, I don't ask for more, my life is my god, my country, my corps.." 

The soldier rolled over, and drifted to sleep, I couldn't control it, I continued to weep. 

I kept watch for hours, so silent and still, and we both shivered, from the cold night's chill. 

I did not want to leave, on that cold, dark, night, this guardian of honor, so willing to fight. 

Then the soldier rolled over, with a voice soft and pure, whispered, "Carry on Santa, it's Christmas 
Day, all is secure." 

One look at my watch, and i knew he was right. 

"Merry Christmas my friend, and to all a good night." 

IRISH HUMOR.... 

And, to keep the newsletter lighthearted…Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah, and Happy New 
Year!! 

Paddy and Murphy are working on a building site. 

Paddy says to Murphy, “I’m gonna’ get the day off. I’m gonna’ pretend I’ve gone mad!” 

So Paddy climbs up the rafters, hangs upside down, and shouts “I’m a light bulb, I’m a light bulb!” 
while Murphy watches in amazement. 

The foreman shouts, “Paddy, go home. You’ve gone mad.” 

As Paddy leaves the site, Murphy starts packing his kit up to leave as well. 

“Where do you think you’re going?” asks the foreman. 

“Well, I can’t work in the friggin’ dark!” said Murphy. 

 

Post Officers 
Commander: Will Collard - wdcollard@hotmail.com 

1st Vice Commander: Harold Ryder    2nd Vice Commander: Pat Moquin 

203-641-8301; hjral74@charter.net                     603-809-5467; moquininc@aol.com 

Treasurer: Robert Glover     Chaplain: Bruce Moran 

603-465-7705; sirclark80@gmail.com    H: 603-465-7611; C: 603-465-1040, bruce.moran@hotmail.com 

Sergeant at Arms: Jim Pope      Adjutant: Greg d’Arbonne 

603-673-1660; jimpope031@gmail.com    (603) 672-5830; C: 978-604-8835; gdarbo6844@aol.com 

mailto:bruce.moran@hotmail.com
mailto:gdarbo6844@aol.com
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