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CHENEY-ARMSTRONG POST # 5 NH 

 

       Wayne E. Thomas, Commander/ Adjutant                                        Sr. Vice Commander, Brian Barden 

        Laura A. Elcoate, Finance Officer                                                     Robert A. Benoit, Chaplain  

        John H. Franklin, Sergeant-at-Arms                                                   Ronald C. Bowman, Service Officer,  

        Judge Advocate                                                                                 Children & Youth Officer                             

Gary Babcock, Jr. Vice Commander and Committee Chairman of Veteran Affairs 

 

Dear Post 5 Members,                                                                 January 21st, 2023        

There are no meetings in February or March: We wish to start having monthly meetings but the 

weather has been predicted to be bad this winter and by choice very few of our members participated in 

Veterans’ Day because there seems to be a resurgence in Covid. We know covid is here to stay but we 

can wait a few more months before the Post meets again. 

April 2nd, 2023 at 2:00 pm at the Peterborough Community Center on 25 Elm Street there will be a 

meeting. Enter at the left side of the building.                                                                                          

May 7th, 2023: Post meeting at 2:00 pm at the Peterborough Community Center on 25 Elm Street. 

Come meet the Girls and Boy State Candidates.  

Post Everlasting: 

William "Bill" MacDuff, 84 died peacefully on November 3rd at Monadnock Community Hospital 

after a brief illness. He was born on April 20, 1938 in Boston MA.  

After serving in the Air Force, Bill worked at Boston Edison, then earned a Commercial Pilot's license 

to fly for Cape and Islands. Bill went on to a successful career as an Air Traffic Controller at Boston 

Center, Nashua and Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. For a time, he also was part owner of a hardware store in 

Wilton.  

Bill owned a small farm in New Ipswich where he enjoyed the farm animals, carpentry and bird 

carving. Later in life he enjoyed the local Sportsman Club, coffee with friends, football and driving 

events with British Cars of New Hampshire.  

He is survived by his wife, Sue.   

Interment was       at the NH State Veterans Cemetery in Boscawen, NH.  

The Post made a $25.00 contribution in his name to the ConVal Scholarship Program, ConVal 

Community Scholarship Foundation, PO Box 372, Peterborough, NH.                                                      

Greetings,                   The ConVal Community Dollars for Scholars (CVCDFS) board members would 
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like to thank you for the generous donation of $25.00 given in December 2022 in memory of William 

Macduff.                                                                                                                                                   

Your support means so much to CVCDFS and its mission to help deserving young men and women who 

face personal and financial challenges- these scholarships are a path to higher education and a better 

chance at success in life.       Sincerely,                    Laura A. Kinley 

The Honorable Robert Taft, 92 of Peterborough, passed away peacefully and surrounded by love, on 

December 26, 2022 at his home at RiverMead.  He was born in Fitchburg, MA on May 19, 1930, the 

son of James and Mary (McKaig) Taft and lived in the family home in Greenville, NH for 76 years. 

Although he moved to Peterborough in 2006 and finally to RiverMead in 2013, he was very proud of 

his Greenville roots and considered it his hometown.                                                                                

After graduating from Tufts University Bob joined the Army in 1952 and served for three years before 

attending Boston University Law School.  He practiced law with Fernald, Taft, Falby & Little in 

Peterborough for his entire career, retiring in 2010.  Bob served the State of NH as a judge, retiring 

from the bench in 2000.  He was the longest-serving sitting judge in NH’s municipal court system.  He 

was known as being a fair and compassionate judge and helped many people to get back on track. 

 Dick Woodworth Freeman JR was born on January 12, 1928 in Newton, 

MA. After one semester of college, he joined the Navy, was stationed in 

Hawaii, and maintained 'Martin JRM Mars' flying-boats (the largest 

operational seaplanes), which were used as transport aircraft in the Pacific just 

after WWII. After his service, he completed a Bachelor Degree in Engineering 

at Tufts University. He met Elizabeth (Lisa) Martz when she invited herself 

sailing with Dick, and her brother Bill. Lisa and Dick were married in 1952.                                                                                                              

Dick began his career in the aerospace industry as a test engineer at the Naval 

Supersonic Lab at MIT, then later at Avco Corp., followed by a consulting 

practice. At Avco, among other projects, he and his team tested the heat shield 

materials that would be used on the Apollo spacecraft to ensure that the 

capsule and astronauts would not burn up upon reentry into the earth's atmosphere. Due to the heat 

shield's great success then, 50 years later the same material was used on the Orion capsule, which 

returned from the moon last month.                                                                                                       

Dick was survived by Barbara Campbell, formerly of Hancock, his longtime companion and two sons. 

A $25.00 donation was given in his name by the Post to The Special Olympics.  

Patricia Catherine Lee, age 91, of Temple, died on January 13, 2022. Pat and her husband Raymond a 

WWII Navy veteran were married for 65 years and had five children. The Post sent one of her sons to 

Boys State many years ago.  The Post contributed $25.00 in Pat’s name to the Norris Cotton Cancer 

Center at Dartmouth Hitchcock in Lebanon, NH.                                                                                

New Members: Roger Martin of Harrisville served during Vietnam in the Air Force. David Repak of 

Temple served during Vietnam in the Air Force. The Post currently has 142 paid members for 2023 

with a goal of 188. We are at 75 percent and cannot reach this goal if we do not get new members. 

There are 30 members from 2022 who have not paid their dues. If you do not wish to be a member or 
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cannot afford the dues and wish to be a member, please let me know one way or the other. You can send 

your $35.00 dues to PO Box 172, Peterborough NH 03458 or go online to legion.org and click on 

Renew. The Auxiliary currently has 30 members who have renewed with a goal of 41. There are still 3 

Auxiliary members who have not paid their dues.  

Sick Call: Wayne Thomas of Dublin, Ralph Tibbetts of Rindge, Bernie Gale of Hancock, Warren 

Howe, Ron Bowman, Bob Leahy, Alice Geoffrey, Pat and Gordon Stone and Dorothy Vaidya of 

Peterborough, Donald Klug of Hancock, and Marilyn St Cyr of Florida. If you know of anyone in the 

Post or Auxiliary who is sick, please let us know.  

THE POST NEEDS MEMBERS TO STEP UP AND HELP WITH SOME OF ITS ACTIVITIES. 

WE DO NEED A NEW COMMANDER. WE NEED TO BREAK UP SOME OF THE JOBS. 

WAYNE WANTS TO BE ABLE TO HELP WHO EVER TAKES OVER BEFORE HE STEPS 

AWAY. WAYNE’S NEXT BIRTHDAY HE WILL BE 80. HE ALSO JUST SPENT TWO 

WEEKS IN THE HOSPITAL WITH SOME OUTPATIENT STUFF COMING UP. YOU NAME 

IT HE HAD IT. THE AUXILARY ALSO NEEDS TWO PEOPLE TO STEP UP. IT IS 

IMPORTANT THAT THE POST AND AUXILIARY NOT LOSE THEIR CHARTERS OR 

NONPROFIT. This was the first small town Post in the state. We even had a National Auxiliary 
President.  

.  

Happy Birthday to Bernie Gale of Hancock. On December 14th he 

turned 103 years old. 

Bernie served in the Army during WWII and received a silver star 

at the Battle of the Bulge. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Post made contributions out of the Poppy Fund to: Peterborough Food Pantry $200.00; 68 

Hours of Hunger $200.00; New Hampshire Veterans’ Home in Tilton: $100 for the Sunshine Cart and 

&100.00 for the After Holiday Party- NH Veteran’s Home; Plus $100.00 to a Veteran in need.  

Dear Friends,                                                                                                              12/29/2022              

We so appreciate your kind and generous donation. We wish you all the best of the holiday season. 

Sincerely,          Linda Claff                        Food Pantry Volunteer 

Dear Friends,                                                                                                              1/18/2023              

Thank you very much for once again coming to our assistance. Your generous donation of $200.00 will 
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help us provide weekend food for many hungry children in the ConVal District.                                    

We appreciate your continuous generosity.                                                                                              

Gratefully,               The ConVal End 68 Hours of Hunger Program 

Dear Friends,                                                                                                            January 16th, 2023                       

On behalf of the residents of the New Hampshire Veterans Home, we offer our sincere gratitude to the 

members of the American Legion Cheney-Armstrong Post 5 for your donation of $200.00; $100.00 for 

the Sunshine Cart ad $100.00 for the After Christmas Party. Your generosity is greatly appreciated. It 

was a thoughtful gesture for our resident veterans.                                                                                   

The Sunshine Cart provides a wide variety of personal care items for our residents free of charge. The 

Sunshine Cart is particularly important to those residents who are not able to attend shopping trips as it 

allows them a “shopping experience” at no cost. Your kindness and ongoing generosity are very much 

appreciated by them and those who care for our men and women.                                                           

The mission of the New Hampshire Veterans Home is to provide the best quality of life for New 

Hampshire Veterans with dignity, honor, and respect. Thoughtfulness by people such as you help to 

make this a daily reality.                                                                                                                     

Thanks again to all of you for your support towards providing meaningful, quality of life care for those 

who served. The Veterans Home could not exist without the ongoing assistance received from our 

friends and supporters.                 With sincere appreciation,            Kimberly MacKay       Commandant  

Dear Cheney-Armstrong Post,                                                                              1-2-23                            

I’m so thankful and blessed to be a part of this supportive Post! The Thoughtfulness and financial help 

you have provided has been an immeasurable help to my family.                                                              

Wishing you all a wonderful New Year!       

Notes: 

Dear Post 5 Members,                                                                           October 4, 2022                           

Thank you for your donation of $25.00 in memory of Daniel Rousseau, which we received on September 

27, 2022. We are deeply sorry for his loss.                                                                                                

Your memorial gift will hoor Daniel’s legacy by helping NAMI New Hampshire sustain its many 

education and support programs for individuals and families affected by mental illness and suicide. 

Thank you for this meaningful and heartfelt gift.   Sincerely, Susan Sterns      Executive Director   

Dear Post 5,                                                                                                                                               

We appreciate your donation to NAMI, NH in memory of our son, Daniel.                                                    

Daniel suffered from depression and obsessive thoughts for many years. His cause of death is still 

pending. But we are grateful for his incredible faith and know that he is at peace with God eternally. 

Thank you,                 Andre and Clair Rousseau 

Dear Commander,                                                                        27, October 2022                                   

We appreciate your donation to the Florida Hurricane Relief Fund in the amount of $500.00. Please 

know that the funds you have given are used to secure supplies or provide necessary assistance to the 

victims of our recent hurricane. We recognize the value of your sacrifice for your comrades in destress. 



5 

 

Assistance through our Hurricane Relief efforts are distributed to affected Posts, members and local 

communities. However, should there be any additional funding after we have exhausted any and all aide 

of services, we are able to provide, we will keep funds for future natural disasters.                                 

Although we are no stranger to these horrific storms it’s reassuring to know that our Legion Family, 

both near and far, is here to help us rebuild in the aftermath!                                                             

Again, thank you, from all of us, especially those your generosity will be helping.                                  

For God and Country,            Ernie Butts, Commander    The American Legion, Department of Florida 

Bruce Eric Comer, Adjutant        The American Legion, Department of Florida 

Dear Legion,                                                                              6 November 2022                                 

Thank you for your donation to the Staff Appreciation Fund at Scott- Farrar. It was so thoughtful.            

During my Mom, Barbara Broderick’s nearly 6 years at Scott-Farrar she enjoyed seeing the Memorial 

Day Parade pass by.                                                                                                                                    

My father, Barbara’s husband was a LTJG in the Navy during WWII. She greatly appreciated the 

service all Veterans gave to their country.                                                                                                           

Your kind expression of sympathy is appreciated by my entire family.                                                      

Sincerely, Ann and Jack Nieskens 

Dear Post 5,                                                                               November 17, 2022                                   

We thank all the members of Post #5 for their kind donation. We greatly appreciate your support in 

memory of Leon St. Cyr.     Sincerely,                  Linda Claff        Food Pantry Volunteer 

Your kind expression of sympathy and friendship will always remain in our memories. Thank you for 

your thoughtfulness. Allen Oshana and family were very touched by your kind donation to St Thomas 

Assyrian Church in memory of Elizabeth Oshana.  

Dear The American Legion Cheney-Armstrong Post 5,                                 December 9, 2022                     

My name is Courtney Hoppe and I am Director of Development, Marketing & Communications for 

Future in Sight. I wanted to personally thank you for your gift of $25.00, which we received on 

November 04, 2022 in memory of Jacob Skinner.                                                                                      

As you may know, the mission of Future in Sight is to advance the independence of children, adults and 

elderly who are blind or visually impaired. Every day, I marvel at the personal gains that our clients 

are able to make as a result of working with our service providers. Many of our clients think they’ll 

have to give up things like enjoying books, quilting, or cooking. Our service providers help give hope to 

our clients- and their families- that they can still live happy, fulfilled lives.                                               

In addition to our staff, we have an amazing team of volunteers who drive our clients to vital medical 

appointments and make “check in” calls. They also help execute our events and complete other 

essential tasks. If you or someone you know might be interested in volunteering with us. Please visit 

futureinsight.org/volunteer.                                                                                                                         

If you have any questions regarding Future in Sight or would like a tour of our facilities, please feel 

free to contact me at 603-565-2427 or choppe@futureinsight.org.                                                            

Thank you for thinking of us.                Courtney Hoppe   25 Walker Street, Concord, NH 03301 

We are grateful for all the Post does for our local veterans. Sincerely, Linda and Lisa Oja 

mailto:choppe@futureinsight.org
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A special thanks to Jeff Allen, Doug Whiton, Bertha Harris, Linda Oja and Lisa Oja for their generous 

contributions to the General Fund, Scholarship Fund and Poppies. Mark and Nancy Eastman 

contributed in his parents George and Fern Eastman’s name. George was kayaking in the Portland Bay 

at 101 years old. Here is what NHVH received from a member of the Auxiliary who drove up to the 

Tilton Veterans’ Home and contributed: Ten Men's Large flannel shirts, size large; 10 packs of men's 

undershirts; and two each of men's large, extra-large and 2XL. Thank you.  

Dear Friends,                                                                                 January 18, 2023                                   

On behalf of the residents of the New Hampshire Veterans Home, we extend our sincere appreciation to 

the members of the Cheney-Armstrong Auxiliary Unit 5 for your donation of men’s T-shirts and flannel 

shirts received on December 14, 2022.  It was a very thoughtful gesture and a wonderful tribute to 

honor our resident veterans.                                                                                                                       

The mission of the New Hampshire Veterans Home is to provide the best quality of life for New 

Hampshire Veterans with dignity, honor, and respect. Thoughtfulness by people such as you help to 

make this a daily reality.                                                                                                                     

Thanks again to all of you for your support towards providing meaningful, quality of life care for those 

who served. The Veterans Home could not exist without the ongoing assistance received from our 

friends and supporters.                 With sincere appreciation,            Kimberly MacKay       Commandant 

Wayne and Dee went to Post 23 for the District 2 Post and Auxiliary meetings in December. 

8888Honor Flight Network has expanded to include Korean War and Vietnam War veterans. In 

order for Honor Flight Network to achieve this goal, guardians fly with the veterans on every flight 

providing assistance and helping veterans have a safe, memorable and rewarding experience. The trip is 

100% free for the Veteran.   Phone: (603) 518-5368. Guardians can be members of your family but at 

their expense.  

On Monday December 12th, 2022 Wayne and Dee, John Franklin and the Monadnock Sea Cadets 

braved the cold and witnessed the 15 tractor trailers and their entourage at Post 11 in Jaffrey on their 

way from Maine to Arlington National Cemetery. They gave a special presentation to the Vietnam Vets. 

Wreaths Across America Comes to Peterborough 
Local veterans and residents braved the cold, and deep new-fallen snow to take part in Wreaths 
Across America on Saturday December 17th to honor veterans buried in Peterborough’s East Hill, 
Pine Hill and Village cemeteries, following a ceremony at the town’s Memorial Gates on Grove 
Street. At the gates, an audience of about 40 people witnessed solemn remarks, a color guard 
made up of U.S. Naval Sea Cadets Monadnock Squadron, sponsored by the American Legion 
Cheney-Armstrong Post #5, Peterborough and Girl Scout Troops 12300 of Peterborough and 
60248 of Bennington. They placed wreaths for each of the six-armed services, POW/MIA, and the 
Space Force. The ceremony ended with the Pledge of Allegiance, National Anthem and Taps. 
Similar ceremonies happened simultaneously across the country at 3700 sites.     
About 30 volunteers laid evergreen wreaths on the graves of veterans and thanked them by name 
for their service. This is the second year that KaitLynne Foote of Bennington has led the effort in 
Peterborough with the help of her mother Lisa Foote-Fyfe and a growing number of 

https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-1-d&q=honor+flight+new+england
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volunteers.  Foote said the reason she does so is “my great-uncle, SP4 Donald Sargent, and the 
other servicemembers who are missing in action from Flying Tiger Flight 739, as well as my 
grandfather, dad, uncle, and cousin” who all served in the military.  “We are not here today to 
‘decorate graves,’” she said.  “We are here to remember not their deaths but their lives. Each 
wreath is a gift of appreciation from a grateful America.”                

Wreaths are obtained with the help of donations and sponsorships.  More than 200 wreaths were 
laid in Peterborough, whose cemeteries hold about 900 veterans.  An estimated 2.7 million 
wreaths were placed on graves nationwide.                                                                                       
Donations and other information for next year:  www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/nhphtc              
Story and photos by Dan Millbauer member of Cheney-Armstrong Peterborough Post 5 

 

 

Veterans Day Homily, November 11, 2022 at All Saints’ Church, Peterborough 

given by All Saints’ Rector, The Reverend Doctor Jennifer Walters 

In the name of God. Amen. 

Early in 1918 at Foggia, Italy, some 400 American cadets in the US Aviation Service slogged through 

their training exercises. On January 20th of that year, young aviators were flying low, learning how to 

operate their equipment and interpret their instruments, when a cloud of fog blew over the field and 

closed around the plane piloted by William H. Cheney. Oliver Sherwood was along as an observer. 

Cheney banked to get out of the fog and collided with the plane piloted by young Oliver Beach who was 

also trying to avoid the fog. They fell 150 feet to the ground. All were lost. 

General Pershing announced the deaths of these young men. Journalists reported that the following day 

an elaborate funeral service was held in Foggia. Americans marched with French and Italian troops, as 

respectful citizens silently lined the streets. These were the first American casualties of the Great War in 

Italy. 

http://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/nhphtc
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When the U.S. declared war against Germany in 1917, young William Cheney enlisted in the aviation 

service. Airplanes were just beginning to be used in military operations. William was still in high 

school, not more than a boy, still too young to serve, but he began his training in earnest.  He started 

college in September of that year and then withdrew after a year – as soon as he was eligible –  because 

he wanted to fly and to serve. 

It was said then that he was “faithful in every responsibility, straightforward to the line, loyal to every 

good cause, beloved by all who knew him”. 

The announcement of Cheney’s death in his college newspaper concluded with these lines from the poet 

Henry Newbolt: "Draw near together, none be last or first; We are no longer names but one desire." 

 

This willingness to become one body, one unit with others for a shared purpose, to give up your own 

personal goals, to be willing to lay down your life for the sake of others you do not know – this is what 

is highest and best in those who serve and have served our country. At great personal sacrifice, for over 

300 years, people of all genders, races, religions, social classes, immigration statuses, citizenship, and 

ages have stepped forward to serve this nation. Each person has their own reason for serving: The 

promise of education, an opportunity to learn a skill, the expectation of a better future, the flight from an 

untenable situation, the belief in the rightness of a national pursuit, to protect one’s family from a 

perceived threat, to prove oneself. And some do not choose to enlist; some are conscripted, and 

nevertheless serve nobly and honorably. There are many personal reasons for offering oneself for 

service. Love of self. Love of country. Love of family. Love of one’s community.  

 

When you offer yourself for service, something is required of you. Each person must give something 

up. And each family makes a sacrifice. Some, the ultimate sacrifice. 

In honor of that sacrifice, that love, that service. We gather today with grateful hearts as we remember 

our veterans. 

This All Saints’ Church came into existence because a family made that sacrifice. Young William H. 

Cheney lies here in the crypt beneath the chancel with his mother and father. His mother’s sorrow, her 

love, her sacrifice, her faith in God, her love of Peterborough moved her to make a place for the people 

of this community to gather in prayer in times of joy and sorrow. 

Today we give thanks for the passion, the sense of purpose, and the sacrifices of all who have served in 

the armed forces.  

We have learned much in the last hundred years about the effects of military service on individuals and 

families. And we must recognize and admit that we have not always supported them well, welcomed 

them home with gratitude, or provided them and their families the care they have needed in the 

aftermath of their service. We have not supported mothers and fathers raising their children while their 

spouse is deployed. We have not acknowledged the toll of separation on families. Veterans and their 

families deserve not only our gratitude, but also physical, spiritual, and mental health care and the 

respect and dignity equivalent to their sacrifices. 

G.K. Chesterton wrote, “The true soldier fights not because he hates what is in front of him, but because 

he loves what is behind him.”   

Today we honor those veterans who have served in all ways: in battle as combatants in armed conflicts, 

on search and rescue missions in hurricanes and earthquakes, as teachers, cooks, managers, medics, 

nurses, chaplains, machinists, scientists, and engineers. We honor and pray for those families who have 
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made sacrifices by releasing their loved ones to service of this country. All risking their lives, giving 

their lives. 

 

Jesus commands his disciples to love one another because love binds us together. In these days where 

we are seeing divisions not only globally, but locally, let us remember what is at stake should we not 

find it in ourselves to love one another with a sacrificial love. A love that lets go of ego and personality,  

a love that binds ourselves in kinship to one another, a love that knits us into one body so that “none be 

last or first, no longer names but one desire.”  

May the love of God lead us and guide this nation and our community. Let us be known as a community 

of love.                                                                        Amen. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

One of Post 5’s Namesakes;  These are my grandparents, 

shortly after their wedding in 1942. My Mom’s Dad, Lt 

John “Jock” P. Armstrong, was a casualty of WWII. He 

survived the attack on Pearl Harbor, swimming to shore 

after his ship, the USS West Virginia, was torpedoed. He 

survived action in the Pacific while stationed on the USS 

South Dakota (the No Name). He married his captain’s 

daughter (my Grandma), so he was presumably 

something of a charmer. At the age of 26, on Nov 1, 1943, 

he died during pilot training, about 3 months before his 

only child, Jocklyn was born. Happy Memorial Day, 

Grampa. Jonathan Armstrong Carter. Jocklyn Armstrong 

Carter was buried in Upper Pine Hill Cemetery on June 

3rd 2017, next to the Father she never knew. John P. Armstrong was the first of 14 who did not return 

from Peterborough during WWII. Jocklyn and her husband Tim remembered the Post with a CD which 

is now worth $10,713.41 at 2.01 % for 13 months at GFA.                                                                                                                                 

A $1271.34 Auxiliary CD was just moved to GFA at 4 % for 25 months. We also opened a $100.00 

Auxiliary checking account. The Auxiliary currently has $968,13 in its M&T checking account. There 

is still another Auxiliary CD and multiple Post CDs at in the M&T Bank. They had trouble finding them 

since the merger and they have offered a lower percentage once the CD has reached its maturity so it is 

our intention to move them to GFA which is now at 4.5%. M&T intends to charge each Post checking 

account $25.00 a month. The transfer of People’s to M&T has not been a smooth one. We have spent 

hours trying to resolve simple things. We are currently staying with M&T and waiting to see how things 

shake out.                                                                                                                                                       

The Post just paid Bellows-Nichols $206.00 for an Employee Dishonesty Bond.  

Wayne and Dee attended the December District 2 meeting for the Post and Auxiliary in December.  

We currently have an Oratorical Contestant for the High School oratorical which will be held in 

March at St Anslem’s. It is Daniel McCall from Peterborough. Daniel is a senior and came in 2nd last 

year. The Post sent him to Boys’ State last June. The District competition is in Milford at Post 23 on 

February 11th at 9 am and the State competition is at St Anslem’s on March 11th, 2023 at 9 am.  
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Members of the Grand Army of the Republic (GAR HALL) on Grove Street in Peterborough. The boy standing in front of his 

father General White will became General Isaac Davis White 

Due to financial problems, we gave up the GAR Hall in 2002-2003. Now the Post is in the black. Post 5 currently meets in the 

Peterborough Community Center on the first Sunday of each month at 2pm and broke its all-time high twice.  

 

Lt William Cheney January 15, 1897-January 20, 1918    Lt John Armstrong January 4, 1917-November 1, 1943 

(Temporary Charter July 3, 1919 William H. Cheney Post 5- Chartered August 13, 1920; Chartered January 6, 1947 as Cheney-

Armstrong Post 5 NH) On Veterans’ Day we learned that William Cheney was the first American soldier to die in Italy.  

Post 5 was the first Legion Post organized in a small town in the state of NH, the earlier ones being cities.  

Memorial Day 2022 

Speech by Rev. Neil R. Sandford 

Dublin Cemetery 
May 30, 2022 

We gather today on Memorial Day to remember those who gave it all.  We remember that our 
freedoms were bought with a price and that some have given their lives as the ultimate price 
for us.  We also remember the men and women who were willing to risk their lives in service 

https://legionpost5nh.com/home-2/lt%e2%80%a0cheney/
https://legionpost5nh.com/home-2/ltarmstrong/
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for us and our country.  We say a heartfelt thank you to our noble veterans as well as to 
everyone who has put on the uniform in service to our country.   
To those families who have lost loved ones either recently or in the past, we don’t forget your 
sacrifice.  We pray for God to comfort you in your sorrow, and even though no words can make 
up for your loss, we remember you and your grief and you have our deepest appreciation. 
Every society is partially defined by whom it looks up to as its heroes and heroines.  Some 
idolize movie stars, professional athletes or billionaires, but a far greater honor must be given 
to the unselfish men and women in uniform who gave their lives that others might live and be 
free.  Joseph Campbell defined a true hero this way: “A hero is someone who has given his or 
her life to something bigger than oneself.”  Someone referred to those who served in World 
War II as the greatest generation and noted that they lived for something greater than 
themselves. 
By coming here today, we silently say that true heroes, whether dead or alive, are those who 
give themselves to something bigger than themselves.  Some sacrificed for love of their fellow 
soldiers, others for love of their family, others for love of country, others for the ideals of 
freedom which made this country great, others for their love of God and His call on their life.  
Whatever the reason, we honor those who put the interests of others ahead of their own safety 
or comfort.  We live in a free society today because of their sacrifice.  Freedom is never free.  
Someone must always pay a price to establish or preserve it.  We stop to remember those who 
paid the ultimate price on our behalf and those who risked their lives for us.   
As we remember those who gave their lives, it is well to remember and cherish the freedoms 
that they considered worth dying for.  Upon the close of the US Constitutional Convention it is 
reported that a lady asked Benjamin Franklin, “Well, Mr. Franklin, what have you given us?”  
His curt response was, “You have a republic, madame, if you can keep it.”  We live in a 
democratic republic with a constitution and a bill of rights.  Let us not take for granted all that 
others fought so hard to give us.   
John Quincy Adam’s words echo back to us from his time, “Posterity—you will never know 
how much it has cost my generation to preserve your freedom.  I hope you will make good use 
of it.”  In order to keep a republic, not only must there be those who are willing to defend 
freedoms from outside attacks, but each of us must value them and be ever vigilant that they 
not be eroded from within.  The freedom of speech and the free exercise of religion for all 
citizens--in all places--is sacred.  The freedom to live out the dictates of one’s own conscience 
must not be swept aside for the sake of our pluralistic society.  A legal system that calls for due 
process, a speedy trial and forbids unreasonable searches or cruel punishments is a treasure 
that must not be squandered away.  Each of our constitutional rights should be studied, 
venerated and vigilantly guarded by us all. 
These freedoms, while guarded and preserved by men, ultimately have their source in 
Almighty God.  In the words of the Declaration of Independence— “We hold these truths to be 
self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator 
with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 
Happiness.”  Our rights have their firm basis in a Creator, not on the government, nor the 
Supreme Court.  Thomas Jefferson once asked, “Can the liberties of a nation be secure, when 
we have removed the conviction that these liberties are the gift of God?”  The founding fathers 
freely acknowledged that God is the giver of these rights and freedoms.  At the same time that 
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we honor the memory of those who died and thank the veterans who still live; and appreciate 
those who serve in the military to vigilantly guard our freedoms; let us not forget the giver of 
liberty—God himself. As our founding father and first chief justice of the US Supreme Court, 
John Jay stated it: “I recommend a general and public return of praise and thanksgiving to 
Him from whose goodness these blessings descend.  The most effectual means of securing the 
continuance of our civil and religious liberties, is always to remember with reverence and 
gratitude the source from which they flow.” 

The fourth verse of our national anthem also expresses it well: 
“Oh, thus be it ever when free men shall stand  
Between their loved home and the war’s desolation! 

Blest with vict’ry and peace, may the heav’n rescued land 

Praise the Pow’r that hath made and preserved us a nation! 

Then conquer we must, when our cause it is just, 
And this be our motto: “In God is our trust!” 

And the Star-spangled banner in triumph shall wave 

O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave!          
Thank you and may God continue to Bless America. 
 
I am happy to be here today to present this American Legion certificate to Aidan King of 

Peterborough for achieving the highest honor in Boy Scouts of America. My wife Dee and I came 

across his Eagle Scout Project when we were decorating the graves with the United States flags getting 

ready for Memorial Day. We stood in wonder and thought when did the Stations of the Cross appear off 

into the woods in Divine Mercy’s Catholic Cemetery on High Street in Peterborough.                                             

For those of you who are not familiar with the Stations of the Cross, The Stations of the Cross refer to a 

series of depictions of Christ's journey. They represent 14 key moments in the trial, crucifixion, and 

burial of Jesus Christ. Stations of the Cross, or the Way of the Cross, have been celebrated by Roman 

Catholic believers for centuries, typically right before Easter.                                                                    

Aidan took charge of moving them to a safe place away from the plows and other vehicles. They are 

now in a very peaceful place and look like they have been there forever. Thank you, Aidan and 

congratulations for becoming an Eagle Scout from the American Legion Cheney-Armstrong Post 5 in 

Peterborough.        Wayne E. Thomas              Commander, Post 5 Peterborough       December 18th  

Dear Commander Thomas,                       I want to thank you so much for coming to my Eagle Court of 

Honor. It was very special to have the American Legion Cheney-Armstrong Post 5 at the event.            

Thank you,   Aidan King 

Contact Information: 

The American Legion Cheney-Armstrong Post 5 NH,  PO Box 172, Peterborough NH 03458-0172  

wayneanddeethomas@gmail.com      House: 603-563-8376, cell: 603-759-3134 

Home address: 16 Lower Jaffrey Road, Dublin, NH 03444  

                             Respectfully submitted,                           Wayne & Dee   

 

*The Post will gratefully accept donations for the General Fund, Scholarship Fund or Poppy Fund. The 

Post is a non-profit so your gift is tax deductible. **                                                                                                            
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