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CHENEY-ARMSTRONG POST # 5 NH 

 

       Wayne E. Thomas, Commander/ Adjutant                                        Sr. Vice Commander, Brian Barden 

        Laura A. Elcoate, Finance Officer                                                     Robert A. Benoit, Chaplain  

        Alan J. Zeller, Sergeant-at-Arms                                                       Ronald C. Bowman, Service Officer,  

        Judge Advocate                                                                                 Children & Youth Officer                             

Gary Babcock, Jr. Vice Commander and Committee Chairman of Veteran Affairs 

 

Dear Post 5 Members,                                                            March 1st, 2022 to April 18th, 2022 

May 1st, 2022: There will be a Post meeting at the Peterborough Community Center on Elm Street 

opposite the Bowling Alley at 2 pm. Our meeting room has been moved to the middle room. This 

meeting will be to meet the Boys and Girls going to St. Anslem’s in June to study government for a 

week.                                                                                                                                                                 

June 5th, 2022: Post meeting at the Peterborough Recreation Center.                                                     

July 3rd, 2022: Post meeting canceled because it is July 4th weekend.  

May 26th, 2022: Flags and Medallions are going to be placed on 8 Peterborough Cemeteries. The South 

Meadow Middle School is going to help with teachers Sean Driscoll and Ed Lowy. The bus for the 

middle school will be at SMS at 8:30 am and the first cemetery will be the old St. Peters Cemetery. We 

need volunteers. There are over 800 flags put out.  

May 30th, Memorial Day: Peterborough- meet downtown Peterborough at 8:45 am at the Memorial 

Gates on Grove Street next to the Town House. Ed Lowy is going to play taps, Mark Briggs is going to 

sing the National Anthem, the Frontier Girls are going to sing, the U.S. Naval Sea Cadets Monadnock 

Squadron will participate in the ceremony, and the Sixth NH Volunteers will fire.  Dublin- Step off at 

11:15 am at Yankee Magazine. 

May 30th, on Memorial Day in Dublin NH- at 1:00 pm there will be a dedication of the Korean 

and Vietnam plaques at the Dublin Town Hall rain or shine. The guest speaker will be Richard 

Dunning who grew up in Dublin and served as a Green Beret during Vietnam and is a recipient of the 

Purple Heart. Dick retired from being the South Meadow Middle School principal after 30 years.  

June 14th, 2022: Flag Day, Tuesday, at 10:00 pm rain or shine near the Gazabo behind the 

Peterborough Diner and the Toadstool. Flags will be retired and at the moment there are three collection 

sites, containers at the Peterborough Town House, Peterborough Transfer Station, and SMS.  
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The Post currently has 179 members who have renewed which puts us at 89.5%. Our goal is 200 which 

we have not reached in two years. Our dues have remained $35.00 for over 15 years. Everyone 

currently in the Post have paid their dues and received a membership card for 2022 which runs from 

January 1st- December 31st, 2022. Thank you for your loyalty. If you have a friend who is a Veteran and 

does not belong, please let us know. Covid has made it hard to get new members.      The Auxiliary 

currently has 35 members with a goal of 40. As a reminder, some of you keep thinking that you are not 

involved in either organization. Just by being a member strengthens Post 5 and Unit 5 in the state and 

national for when they lobby for better benefits for veterans. Please look at your dues as a donation to a 

good cause. Most of the $35.00 dues go to National, State and District leaving the Post with $8.00. The 

Post makes $800.00 for every 100 members who pay their dues. This Post is the 5th Post in NH and the 

first small town Post after Laconia, Manchester (Sweeney), Nashua and Keene. It is over 100 years and 

local veterans have worked very hard to keep it going.  

New member: Robert Leahy, of Peterborough, served in the Navy during Korea.  

Thank you for donations to the General Fund, Poppy Fund and Scholarship Fund: Carl Johnson 

of Greenfield, Lisa Oja of Dublin, Carl and Kathleen Plourde of Temple and Jeff Allen and Andre 

Rouseau of Peterborough and Jerry Allen of San Antonio TX.  

Dear Post 5 and Unit 5, Thank you very much for your donation to the Veteran’s Food Pantry. 

Sincerely, Bill Roy, Department of NH Commander2022. 

Crossed over the Bar: 

Guy Letchford Jackson of Dublin, NH passed away at home on February 2, 

2022, at age 72. Guy was born on November 10, 1949, in Boston, MA the oldest 

of four brothers. He attended Dublin School in Dublin, NH, and chose to hike Mt. 

Monadnock every Sunday morning in lieu of attending church. Graduating from 

high school did not stop him from returning to Dublin and the mountain.  

In 1968, Guy joined the Navy as a Corpsman. He first worked at Chelsea Naval 

Hospital and in November 1969, he boarded the USS Mauna Loa, and with only 

one other senior corpsman cared for the complement of 250 men. He spent the 

next three years sailing between the shores of NJ to ports in the Mediterranean. He 

always spoke of these four years as formative, not only in his drive to later go into 

medicine but also in his growth and identity. After his honorable discharge from the Navy in 1973, he 

began another highlighted four years at Colorado College. It took only a few days to meet the woman to 

whom he would be married for 43 years, Nancy Nettleton, a classmate in his freshman seminar course. 

They had two children and four grandchildren. $25.00 was sent to The Monadnock Conservancy 

located in Keene.   

Dear Friends,                                                                                               March 8, 2022                       

Wow, you clearly cherish land and water in the Monadnock region. Thank you for showing how much 

you care by making a donation to the Monadnock Conservancy.                                                               

Your generous gift of $25 in memory of Guy Jackson was received on March 8, 2022. From our hearts 
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to yours, thank you! Know that right away you’re helping…                                                                 

local farmers stay on their land and have access to rich soil;                                                                   

wildlife find places to nest, burrow, and raise their young;                                                                      

people from all walks of life get outside and connect with nature; and                                                     

our region be more resilient to the effects of a changing climate.                                                              

This is critical work, and you are key to its success. It’s gratifying to have your partnership in 

enhancing our communities through conservation.                                                                                    

Please visit our website to read our current news, or perhaps to plan your next outdoor adventure: 

www.MonadnockConservancy.org. You can also be on the lookout for our monthly e-newsletter and our 

twice-a-year print newsletter.   With gratitude,                  Ryan Owens              Executive director 

Dear Friends,                                                                                                 April 9th, 2022                     

Thank you very much for once again coming to our assistance. Your generous donation of $250.00 will 

help us provide weekend food for many hungry children in the ConVal district. We appreciate your 

continuous generosity.       Gratefully,         The ConVal End 68 hours of Hunger Program   c/o SAU #1, 

106 Hancock Road, Peterborough                   

 John Oscar Bagot Sewall, 86, formerly of Peterborough, passed away February 

21, 2022. He was born in Peterborough on January 3, 1936, the son of Oscar and 

Barbara (Bagot) Sewall. John grew up in Dublin and it was his family that gave 

the beach property to the Dublin Women’s Club. John was a 1958 graduate of 

West Point Academy and earned his BA and MA at Oxford University, where he 

was a Rhodes Scholar and rowed crew in the 107th (1961) famous boat race 

between Oxford and Cambridge. John continued with a distinguished military 

career, serving in the United States Army for 33 years where he worked with 

NATO. During his military career he earned several medals and awards including 

the Defense Distinguished Service Medal, the Army Distinguished Service Medal, the Defense Superior 

Service Medal, two Legion of Merit Awards, the Bronze Star Medal, and the Purple Heart Award. He 

retired as a Major General in 1991. After his retirement, he continued a life of service in the Balkans 

helping Bosnia and Croatia to construct ministries of defense. He had a strong desire for world peace 

and was intent on doing his part to improve international relations. John’s service is at 11:00 am Friday 

May 27th at the Town of Dublin Cemetery. The Post will fire and the Chaplain will say a prayer. The 

Post donated $25.00 in his name to the Dublin Women’s Club Beach.   

Dear Members,                                                                             March 4th, 2022                                    

On behalf of the Dublin Women’s Club Beach, I want to thank you for your donation in memory of John 

Sewall. The Sewall family has a long history with the club, having donated their lake frontage and the 

building to us in the late 1950’s. John himself, gave us permission to sell his boats that were in the 

building.                                                                                                                                                      

Many thanks again for the Post’s donation.                                                                                           

Sincerely,  Nancy Campbell,  Treasurer,  Dublin Women’s Community Club 

http://www.monadnockconservancy.org/
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Mafalda Boccelli Ames, “Muffie”, (96) passed away peacefully at home on 

March 15, 2022. She was born in Peterborough in 1925, the youngest of eight 

children. She was proud to be an Italian- American, proud of her children, 

grandchildren and great grandchildren, proud of her immigrant parents, (her 

father was a shoemaker), proud to have been honored to share her family's 

history at the dedication of the Boccelli Garden and proud to have received a 

proclamation from the town of Peterborough, proclaiming her an outstanding 

citizen. In the last months of her life, when asked for advice she'd leave for the 

family, she said, "Just Go For It!"  

For more than 25 years Muffie was involved with the Peterborough Memorial 

Day Parades. For years she had a Veterans’ list and called them to see if they needed a ride. She was 

often seen wearing an Ames family WWI Army uniform in the parades. She was an active member of 

the Cheney-Armstrong Unit 5 Auxiliary of Peterborough. Muffie’s husband Russell was a member of 

the Post.                                                                                                                                                       

At the family’s request, in lieu of flowers, care of Deborah Ames, 47 Concord Street, the Peterborough 

Auxiliary donated $25.00 to Peterborough in her honor for the upkeep of the Boccelli Garden and the 

planting of more flowers to attract butterflies which she loved.  

****Calling hours are at 10:30 am on Friday, April 29, 2022 followed by the Funeral Service at Divine 

Mercy Parish Catholic Church in Peterborough. The burial will take place at upper Pine Hill Cemetery 

on Sand Hill Road followed by a reception back at the Divine Mercy Parish Hall.  

Your card and kind comments about mom are heartfelt   And, I bet Mom is smiling knowing the 

Auxiliary made a donation to add flowers to attract butterflies for all to enjoy at the Boccelli Garden. 

Thank you so much Debbie Ames and sisters 

Sick Call: Ralph Tibbetts from Rindge; Jeff Allen, Warren Howe, Gordon Kemp and Dorothy Vaidya 

of Peterborough; Willy Oja of Dublin; Dick Hammond of Concord; Barry Thomas of Brentwood TN; 

Gerald Ducatelli of Winsted CT; 

Edmund L. Henault, 85, of Peterborough, passed away peacefully and 

surrounded by the love of his family at his home in Peterborough on Wednesday, 

March 30, 2022.                                                                                                                              

At the end of high school senior year in Fitchburg, he joined the Navy in 1955. 

He received a Fleet Appointment to the United States Naval Academy at 

Annapolis and graduated in 1961.  Three days later he married his sweetheart, 

Muriel A. McGinley.                                                                                         

While serving on the USS Vogelgesang DD862, USS Charles H. Roan DD853, 

and USS McCaffrey DD860 he engaged in the challenge of antisubmarine 

warfare. When in port he enjoyed a less strenuous time at the Officers Club.                                                                                                                                                             

After starting a family with Muriel and finishing his military service, Ed returned to school to receive an 

MBA from Babson College while working for Polaroid in manufacturing and human resources. He 
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relocated to Peterborough after he became the plant manager for Millipore in Jaffrey. He went on to 

serve as the Vice President of Human Resources at Waters Chromatography Division.  Later he 

transitioned his experience into a successful consulting career—OSI Pharmaceuticals, was one of his 

favorites.                                                                                                                                                              

He is survived by his loving wife of 60 years, Muriel. He is survived by his three children Elizabeth, 

Thomas and Amy and grandchildren.  

 Alan John Zeller, 75, of Peterborough, passed away at his home on the 

morning of April 6, 2022. He was born in Chicago Heights, IL on April 19th, 

1946.  

In 1966 he joined the Navy during the Vietnam Era as an electronics technician 

and served in territorial waters off Vietnam. While stationed at Pearl Harbor he 

married Roberta his wife of 51 years. After the Navy, Alan got a job with 

Hewlett-Packard in Massachusetts as an analytical engineer and then chemical 

engineer, with HP-spinoff, Agilent Technologies. He retired after 35 years and 

moved from Hollis to Peterborough. In Peterborough he found great joy in contributing to the 

community and participated on multiple town boards and committees.                                                   

He was a member and officer of Post 5 American Legion, participating in the Memorial and Veterans’ 

Day parades every year. Alan hosted the Post’s 100th year anniversary and cooked lunch in 2019. He 

was always available to help get things done with the Post. He cooked at the picnic and peeled potatoes 

for the Christmas dinner. He helped to keep the Veterans Walkway clear of ants and grass which is a 

big job. He is also survived by his daughter Laura, son-in-law Andy and his grandson William who he 

adored.                                                                                                                                                            

A memorial service, with military honors, will be held on Sunday, May 15, 2022 at 11:00 AM at the 

Peterborough Community Center, 25 Elm Street, Peterborough, Chaplain Andy Benoit is going to say a 

prayer for Alan and Wayne and Brian Barden are going to fire. In Alan’s name the Post donated $25.00 

to The Cornucopia Project in Peterborough which Alan was involved in. 

Kathleen Ducatelli, of Winsted CT died suddenly on June 14, 2021 at the age of 68. 

Congratulations to Gerry Ducatelli of Winsted CT, Frances O’Rourke of 

Peterborough, and Wayne Thomas of Dublin for being in the Post for 50 

years. Fran’s husband Dan was a Past Commander of the Post. Before Covid 

Fran was always present at the Memorial Day Parades in her Army uniform. 

Fran served during Korea in the Army. We currently have 12 PUFLs and 6 

WWII members: Dick Freeman (Navy) of Keene, Bernie Gale (Army) of 

Hancock, Arthur Hollenbeck (Air Force) of Harrisville, Clifford Jarest 

(Army Air Corps/Air Force) of Peterborough Gordon Kemp (Navy) of 

Peterborough and Floyd Wakefield (Navy) of Charlotte, NC.  
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Gerry Ducatelli (50-year member) and his three 

grandsons Joel, Aiden and Evan from Litchfield NH on 

Easter 2022.  

Bob Lambert, just moved to Dover NH, won $200.00 

in the last Department Raffle. Stephen Mallory of 

Peterborough has moved to Wells, Maine. Ron 

Bowman’s Grandson Manny C. Bowman of 

Peterborough was named to second honors at Clark 

University and Grandson Aiden is graduating from Central Connecticut State University and going on 

to Boston College for his Masters. Barry Thomas, of Tennessee daughter Briley is studying in Italy 

this summer and is currently a junior in Georgetown. Peter Sennett’s son William was named to the 

fall 2021 dean’s list his first semester at Syracuse University, where he is studying aerospace 

engineering.                                                                                                                                        

Girls and Boys State: Abigail Johnson, (Carl Johnson’s daughter) Girls State 2019, from Greenfield, 

has been named to the dean’s list at The King’s College in New York City last fall. She is a politics, 

philosophy and economics major. Jadyn Vaidya, Boys State 2019, from Peterborough, is currently at 

Rochester University and is going to do a semester abroad in Tokyo, Japan studying education.  Anna 

McGuiness, (Emily and Matthew McGuiness’ daughter) Girls State 2018, of Hancock, has been 

named to the fall Simmons’ College in Boston Dean’s List. 

Boys’ State: So far, our candidates representing the Post for 2022 are Daniel McCall of Peterborough 

who goes to ConVal and Elijah Johnson of Greenfield who goes to Dublin Christian Academy. So far 

Boys’ State has cost a total of $750. Still waiting on ConVal’s candidates.  

Sea Cadet Report 
The Monadnock Squadron returned to South Meadow School for regular drills in March, two full years 
from our last drill at the school.  It was fantastic to be back in familiar territory with access to our 
supplies and uniforms.    
In February, we underwent our annual inspection with Regional Director LCDR Andy Nash.  Our 
preliminary League Cadet Score was 89%, which is very respectable for a division of our size.  As part 
of inspection, League Cadet Quintin Walker received a Meritorious Recognition for being named the 
Northeast Field Area League Cadet of the Year.  The northeast field area encompasses all of New 
England, New York, and the east coast down to and including Virginia.  Cadet Walker exemplifies the 
USNSCC core values of Honor, Respect, Commitment, and Service both in and out of uniform.  We are 
most proud of his accomplishment.   
The squadron is looking forward to participating in Memorial Day observances in person this 
year.  We’re looking down the road to a robust summer training season, and will have several cadets 
attend recruit training in Massachusetts.   
Respectfully submitted, 
Jane LaRoche 

Monadnock Squadron 
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Cadet Quintin Walker of the Monadnock Squadron was named the Northeast Field Area League 

Cadet of the Year for the United States Naval Sea Cadet Corps.  Cadets nominated for this award must 

excel in all phases of training, be strong academically, and show leadership or the potential to develop 

leadership.  Through his leadership ability, academic standing at Murdock Middle School in 

Winchendon, MA, and community service efforts, Cadet Walker was nominated for this award by LT 

LaRoche of the Monadnock Squadron, NSCC.  Cadet walker is the son of Shaina Cunningham and 

Justin Sarabaez of Winchendon, MA.  The Monadnock Squadron drills the third weekend of each 

month at South Meadow School in Peterborough, NH.  For more information on the program, visit 

www.seacadets.org or email co.monadnock@monadnocksquadron.org.   

U.S. NAVAL SEA CADET CORPS 

MONADNOCK SQUADRON 

P. O. Box 222 | Peterborough, NH 03458-0222 

P: (603) 562-6740 | www.monadnocksquadron.org 

 
April 18, 2022 
 

The American Legion 

Cheney-Armstrong Post #5 

P. O. Box 172 

Peterborough, NH 03458-0172 
 

Dear Friends: 
 

On behalf on the Monadnock Squadron I would like to thank you for your generous donation to 
the youth of Naval Sea Cadet Program of the Monadnock Squadron. The United States Naval 
Sea Cadet Corps is 

America’s premier youth organization for young men and women between the ages of 10 and 
18. Cadets involved in our program commit to a drug- and alcohol-free lifestyle, agree to train 
once a month with their local unit, participate in additional summer trainings, and do 
coursework outside of normal drill routines. 
The opportunities provided to these young men and women through the Sea Cadet program 
are often the springboard to adult leadership. Your donation will allow us to provide STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Math) activities in the form of SeaPerch underwater 
remote vehicle kits for cadets to develop engineering skills. 
Again, we thank you for your continued support and partnering with us in the commitment to 
our area youth. 
 

Respectfully, 
LT Jane LaRoche 

Commanding Officer 

Monadnock Squadron 

 

It has come to our attention that there are members of the Post who do not have DD214’s. We have 

stressed this over and over. You cannot get into the VA without a DD214. You need one if you wish to 

http://www.seacadets.org/
mailto:co.monadnock@monadnocksquadron.org
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have a military funeral. You need one if you wish to have a government footstone at no cost to the 

person responsible for your burial. Getting the paper work takes more time thanks to covid and you can 

do it for free online https://www.archives.gov/personnel-records-

center/about-ompfs 

Because of Covid the Cadets have incurred a lot of unexpected 

expenses over the last two years. Like all organizations they are 

struggling and we are their sponsor. With the uniform change over to 

Type IIIs, they have had to replace name tapes, flash, and service 

tapes. They are also looking for a couple of Seaperch underwater 

ROV vehicles for cadets to put together as a STEM activity. Fund 

raising has been a challenge as well. The Post has donated $500.00 to 

them. Years ago, at one of the meetings we had set aside $500.00 for 

them.  Photo left to right:  Jane LaRoche, Quintin Walker, Andrew Nash, 

Regional Director 

 

 

New Hampshire Veterans Home 

139 Winter Street Tilton, NH 03276                                                                                                      

Kimberly M. MacKay  

Commandant                                                                                                                                                 
February1,2022  

                                                                                                                                                               

Dear Residents and Families,   

It is with mixed emotions that we are writing to you today,  

As you are aware, there has been a significant increase in COVID-19 in our state and nation in 
the past few weeks. The substantial level of community transmission in all counties in New 
Hampshire continues. Daily monitoring of residents and weekly testing of staff have been 
ongoing. While we continue to follow infection prevention and control procedures, 
unfortunately, this morning a resident exhibited some possible symptoms. We then conducted 
rapid COVID tests on all residents in that neighborhood; these tests rendered six positive test 
results. These residents have been quarantined and families have been notified. Public Health 
was notified and they have recommended an extensive resident testing program within our 
facility to ensure that COVID has not gone beyond the initial six positives. We concur with the 
testing schedule and will implement it. Currently, we have two positive staff members from last 
week's testing. They are quarantined at home.  

To minimize potential exposure, entertainers and trips have been put on hold while recreation 
programs are being held on individual resident neighborhoods. Visits and social excursions 
have been paused. We will write you again when these activities resume.  

On a positive note, we are pleased to announce that Kimberly "Kim” MacKay has just become 
the 11th Commandant of the New Hampshire Veterans Home. Kim comes to us with 15 years 
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of state service as well as long-term care and administrative experience from the Glencliff 
Home, the State's only other long-term care facility.  

We, Peggy and Kim, will be working in tandem this month to ensure a smooth transition for our 
veterans, staff, family members, volunteers, veteran service organizations and community 
members. Kim is honored to be here serving our veterans and looks forward to meeting 
everyone. Peggy will miss being here daily after her last day as an employee on March 4th, 
but looks forward to returning as a volunteer to stay connected with our veterans and families.  

We hope you are safe and well.  

Sincerely,  
Kimberly MacKay LaBreeze  
Margaret D. LaBrecque Past Commandant  
Kimberly M. MacKay Commandant  

 

 
Shaw's GIVE BACK WHERE IT COUNTS Bag Program 

Benefiting Month: January 2022 
  

 

 

Hi Wayne, 
It's time to Celebrate! 

Your benefiting month has ended. In January 2022, you raised $65 for Cheney-Armstrong 

American Legion Post 5. You should expect to receive a donation check in the mail for this amount 

in about 10-12 weeks. 

 

 (Pictured on the left is Stephen Roy, Commander of American Legion Post 50 

Antrim and on the right is ConVal Junior Daniel McCall of Peterborough) 

ConVal junior Daniel McCall took home the top prize at the New 

Hampshire American Legion District 2 Oratorical Contest on 

Saturday February 26 in Milford. Daniel won $50.00 for coming in 

1st and also received a $100.00 stipend from the Post. He went to 

Saint Anselm's on March 12, 2022 for the State-level competition 

and came in second and received a $750.00 prize. The winner of 

the competition won last year and is a senior. She goes to the 

National competition representing NH in April in Indianapolis and competes for a $25,000 prize. Daniel 

represented Cheney-Armstrong Post 5 Peterborough in the contest.  

Each contestant delivers an 8–10-minute oration on some aspect of the Constitution, and must prepare 

four additional 3-5 minute speeches on four different amendments. During the contest, one of those 
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amendments is chosen and the contestants must deliver the oration they prepared for it. They must do 

their speech completely from memory with no props.  

 

Dear Cheney-Armstrong Post 5 American Legion,                                                March 30th, 2022              

My name is Megan Perkins and I am currently a senior at Bellingham High School in Massachusetts. I 

have been accepted to Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute starting in the fall and am planning on majoring 

in mechanical engineering.  

My mother and grandfather are both a member of Post 5 and I have heard about the American Legion 

from them. I truly appreciate all that the legion stands for and the community advocacy they provide for 

the veterans.  

I have spent a lot of time doing community service and want to continue that into my college experience 

as I find giving back to the community to be a highly worthwhile venture. I have been a member of Girl 

Scouts and the National Honor Society at my school. In Girl Scouts I completed the Silver Award which 

is dedicated to improving your community.  

Each year on Memorial Day we have continued the tradition of placing American flags at the graves of 

Veterans in Bellingham cemeteries ever since I was in the seventh grade. I play trumpet in my high 

school band and we had the honor of playing at the Vietnam Moving Wall memorial when it came to 

Bellingham. As a member of the band and color guard, we have had the privilege to play the National 

Anthem at Fenway Park several times.  

I have always loved the aspects of community service throughout these various activities that I have 

done and the community pride it instills. The American Legion is a group that I thoroughly support and 

I am proud to apply to Post 5 for a scholarship to help me be able to go to Rensselaer.  

Thank you,  

Megan Perkins 

Because the Post has not spent money supporting Boys and Girls State for the last two years it was able 

to give Megan a $1000.00 scholarship.  

 

New Department Adjutant Wayne F. Perra, of Manchester, from Jutras Post 43 started in the middle 

of February 2022. If you wish to reach him 1-603-856-8951 Extension 4, or adjutantnh@legionnh.org 

His wife Cathy is District 4 Director of the Auxiliary.  

Department Service Officer News Notes: Michael Hartt- Department Service Officer                                                       

DSO Update #1: VA adds six new presumptive conditions related to service Published Nov. 18, 2021 

WASHINGTON -- Over the course of the last six months, the Department of Veterans Affairs has 

begun processing service-connected disability claims for six new presumptive conditions related to 

environmental exposures during military service.                                                                                      

In May 2021, VA started implementing provisions of the William M. Thornberry National Defense 

Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021, adding bladder cancer, hypothyroidism and Parkinsonism to the 

list of medical conditions presumptively associated with exposure to Agent Orange. A few months later 

VA added asthma, rhinitis and sinusitis (to include rhinosinusitis) on a presumptive basis based on 

particulate matter exposures during military service in Southwest Asia and certain other areas.                                                                                                                                                  

Any Veteran who was previously denied service-connection for any of these six conditions but had 

symptoms manifest within 10 years of military service would need to file a supplemental claim. 

mailto:adjutantnh@legionnh.org
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Officials advise using VA Form 20-0995, Decision Review Request: Supplemental Claim, when filing. 

The claim form should include the name of the condition and specify that the condition is being claimed 

because of in-service exposure to environmental hazards.                                                                         

Officials also advise veterans to stay plugged in to https://www.va.gov for the most recent 

developments around environmental exposures during military service, as VA is constantly conducting 

research and surveillance as well as reviewing scientific literature for conditions that may be related to 

exposure during military service. For more information about VA benefits and eligibility, or how to file 

a claim, veterans and survivors can visit VA’s website at https://www.va.gov or call tollfree at 1-800-

827-1000. (Courtesy of VA), or you can call the American Legion Department of New Hampshire 

Department Service Officer Mike Hartt at (603) 222-5786. 

Have you signed up to receive the NH Legionnaire Online? Have you tried to join the VA? Do you have 

your Discharge papers handy for a loved one? Bricks are $75.00 in the Walkway you do not have to 

come from Peterborough.  

“The one who plants trees, knowing that he will never sit in their shade, has at least started to 

understand the meaning of life.”  Rabindranath Tagore 

Contact Information: The American Legion Cheney-Armstrong Post 5 NH, PO Box 172, 

Peterborough NH 03458-0172                           wayneanddeethomas@gmail.com       

House: 603-563-8376, cell: 603-759-3134 

Home address: 16 Lower Jaffrey Road, Dublin, NH 03444  

 

                             Respectfully submitted,                            Wayne & Dee   

**The Post will gratefully accept donations for the General Fund, Scholarship Fund or Poppy Fund. 

The Post is a non-profit so your gift is tax deductible. **                                                                                                            

                                              

For Fifty years Wayne has been a member of 

Cheney-Armstrong Post 5 American Legion. 

Almost twenty years as Commander, it is time for 

new leadership to step forward. We have family and 

health commitments that need to be addressed. We 

currently have 180 members and twice have broken 

the all time high of 204 and are now at 216 as an all 

time high. We have sent students to Girls and Boys 

Nation, to the National Oratorical and helped more 

than one go to college. We have raised good money 

from giving out poppies and helped Veterans and 

their families with it. Precovid we had successful 

Labor Day weekend picnics at MacDowell and Christmas Dinners at the Monadnock Center 

(Peterborough Historical). We have been well represented in the local, district, state and national legion 

while growing a small town post. It has been a labor of love but it is time for us to let it go       

https://www.va.gov/
mailto:wayneanddeethomas@gmail.com

