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CHENEY-ARMSTRONG POST # 5 NH 

 

       Wayne E. Thomas, Commander/ Adjutant                                        Sr. Vice Commander 

        Laura A. Elcoate, Finance Officer                                                     Robert A. Benoit, Chaplain  

        Alan J. Zeller, Sergeant-at-Arms                                                       Ronald C. Bowman, Service Officer,  

        Judge Advocate                                                                                 Children & Youth Officer                             

Gary Babcock, Jr. Vice Commander and Committee Chairman of Veteran Affairs 

 

Dear Post 5 Members,                                                                December 25th, 2021- January 10th, 2022 

Due to a rise in Covid and a change at the Peterborough Community Center the next few meetings have 

been canceled. There will be no meetins in January February, March and April. Post business has been 

continuing behind the scenes.  

The Post currently has 159 members who have renewed which puts us at 79.5 %.  Our goal is 200 

which we have not reached in two years. Our dues have remained $35.00 for over 15 years. Everyone 

who has paid his dues has received a membership card for 2022 which runs from January 1st- December 

31st, 2022. Thank you for your loyalty. If you have a friend who is a Veteran and does not belong, 

please let us know. Covid has made it hard to get new members. Four members notified us they no 

longer wish to belong. We are waiting on 19 members to renew or let us know they wish to resign.      

Thank you to members who have donated to the Post- Anonymous, Jeff Allen, Roger Block, Carol 

Bader, Jack Nieskens, Linda and Lisa Oja. Thank you to Lois Walen who has made over 50 lap quilts 

this year which Wayne and Dee delivered to Walter Reed Hospital.  

Crossed over the Bar:           

George Shattuck Austermann, 92, died peacefully on August 24, 2021, at 

his residence in Peterborough, NH.  

He was born June 6, 1929, in Jaffrey, son of the late George and Eleanor 

(Shattuck) Austermann. George was raised in Jaffrey at the Shattuck Inn 

and was a graduate of Cushing Academy in Ashburnham, MA. He attended 

Rochester Institute of Technology in Rochester, NY, earning an Undergraduate Degree in Business. He 

served in the United States Army during the Korean War. He was predeceased by his wife Betty and 

twin Edmund.  $25.00 was made in George’s name, to CVTC, Community Volunteer Transportation 

Company, 375 Jaffrey Road, Suite 3, Peterborough, NH 03458.                                                                                          
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Bernard F. Wynn passed away peacefully in his sleep on September 8, 2021 at 

Scott-Farrar Assisted Living in Peterborough. A Funeral Mass was held at 

Divine Mercy Parish. A military burial at the NH State Veterans Cemetery took 

place in Boscawen, NH.  

Bernie was born in Brooklyn, NY on June 25, 1933. He married his childhood 

sweetheart, Margaret, in February 1955. They were married for more than 66 

years and raised three children.  

Bernie enlisted in the U.S. Air Force in 1952 and proudly served our country 

for 22 years. Bernie was a Cold War veteran in the US Air Force. Early in his 

career he flew B29 airplanes, "chasing clouds" and monitoring atomic 

atmospheric conditions in the South Pacific after U.S. atomic bomb tests. He also flew missions 

monitoring the atomic testing of other countries in other parts of the world. Toward the end of his Air 

Force career, he was assigned to the 89th Airlift Wing at Joint Base Andrews flying missions on Air 

Force Two. He flew with dignitaries such as Dr. Henry Kissinger, the First Lady, Prime Minister of 

Israel Golda Meir, John Wayne, Dr. Billy Graham and even his childhood crush, Shirley Temple. After 

leaving the Air Force he worked 20 years for US Customs training agents who help protect our country.  

In November 2019, Bernie was honored to be selected to join fellow veterans in visiting our war 

memorials in Washington DC with Honor Flight New England. It was an extremely intense and 

meaningful day for him as an Atomic War Veteran. He was very proud of his service to our country.    

A $25.00 donation was made to Honor Flight New England in his memory. 

Dear Honor Flight New England Contributor,                                                                                             

I would like to take this opportunity to say THANK YOU for your generous donation of $25.00 in the 

memory of Bernard F. Wynn. Your contribution will assist us in sending our most senior veterans to 

Washington D.C., to visit the memorials that were constructed to honor what they have done for our 

country.                                                                                                                                                          

I am happy to say that we have transported 2127 heroes including 82 women, 42 prisoners of war, 27 

sets of brothers, 8 husband and wife couples, 2 sets of brothers and sisters, 1 totally blind veteran who 

lost his sight while serving, and a double amputee since our inception in April 2009.                            

Some of these heroes participated in the Normandy Invasion, D-Day, Hiroshima, Iwo Jima and other 

major battles. Our oldest passenger was 103 years young.                                                                      

We are in a RACE AGAINST TIME to provide what many have described as “One of the Best Days of 

Their Life”.      Sincerely, Joseph F. Byron, Founder Honor Flight New England                                                                                                                                                

Dr. Robert “Bob” Day Weathers, a resident of Peterborough, died peacefully 

with his family by his side on October 24th at the age of 97. Dr. Weathers 

practiced dentistry in Peterborough, retiring after 37 years. Born July 10, 1924, 

following graduation from Concord High School in 1942, he began studies at 

the University of NH, but completed only one semester before being drafted 

into the army. After military ‘boot camp,’ he was initially sent back to school, 

where he took engineering and pre-med courses and was trained as a combat 

medic. He eventually joined the 305th Infantry, 77th Division in the Battle of 

Okinawa, where he earned the Combat Medical badge, a Bronze Star, a Silver 

Star, and a Purple Heart. After the war, he served in the American Occupation 
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of Japan. In 1946, Bob returned to Concord where he met his future wife, Mary Louise McGinnis who 

he was married to for 73 years. Thanks to the ‘G.I. Bill,’ he returned to the University of NH, and 

within a few years he was accepted at Tufts Dental School. In 1951, he and Mary Lou moved to 

Peterborough, where he joined the dental practice of Dr. Charles T. “Pete” Lawrence. In 1956, he 

opened his own practice in the apartment complex at the bottom of High Street; in 1962, he moved his 

office to the Professional Building on Grove Street. The Post gave $25 in his name to All Saints Church 

Dear Members of the American Legion Cheney-Armstrong Post 5,                                                         

We have received your gift of $25.00 in memory of Bob Weathers. We thank you and will notify the 

family of your gift. Bob was a valued member of the All Saints Community.                                           

Gail Caron                All Saints Church  

To the American Legion,                                                                                                                           

Thank you for your gift to All Saints in memory of my father, Robert Weathers. He was a proud veteran 

and at his burial, the Honor Guard presented me with the flag. Thank 

you. Anne Weathers Ritchie 

 Paul Joseph McPhie, (72) died peacefully at his home on December 

21st, 2021 in Rindge. He was born on December 23, 1948 in 

Peterborough. After graduating from Conant High School in Jaffrey, Paul 

served in the United States Marine Corps and was a Combat Veteran with 

the First Marine Division in Vietnam. After being honorably discharged, 

he returned home and worked as a rural mail carrier for the U.S. Post 

Office in Jaffrey, Goffstown, and Keene.  

Paul remained an active member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars Memorial Post #5613 in Jaffrey 

where he had served as Commander and Quartermaster. He was a member of the American Legion for 

41 continuous years and a Past Commander of Post 11 Jaffrey and transferred into Post 5 for the last 15 

years. Paul is survived by his wife of forty-two years, Mary.                                                                                           

Paul leaves behind four members of the post-his brother John McPhie, niece Cindy Perkins, nephew-in-

law Greg Oliveira and brother-in-law Wayne Thomas. The Post gave $25.00 to the Rindge NH 

Conservation Commission.  

Jimmy Eaves (60) died on November 3rd, 2021 in Winchester NH after a period of 

falling health. He was Hank Campbell’s brother-in-law. The Post gave $25.00 in 

his name to the Monadnock Humane Society.  

Dear Friends, Thank you for your generous gift of $25.00 on 12/17/2021 in 

memory of James “Jimmy” Eaves. Your support is so important to the daily care of 

each and every animal seeking shelter at the Monadnock Humane Society and to 

the programs that enrich the lives of the people and animals living in our 

community.                                                                                                                                     

We thank you for your donation and ask that you please accept our sincere 

appreciation. May your kindness be returned to you many times over.                                                                                  

Gratefully Yours,  Kathy Collinsworth,  Executive Director 
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Sick Call: Arthur Hixson and Catherine Joyce from Hancock; Ralph Tibbetts from Rindge; Warren 

Howe, John Sewall and Gordon Kemp from Peterborough; Willy Oja of Dublin; 

Moved: Robert Gaudreau of Temple moved to Idaho to be near his family; Tony and Peggy Brown of 

Peterborough moved to Dallas to be near their son Charles; Roger and Barbara Block moved to NY. 

Mitch Foster moved from TX to Arizona. Tony, Mitch and Roger are going to stay with the Post. John 

Sewall is currently at Mass General in Rehab and won’t be returning to Peterborough. Carol Petts 

formerly of Peterborough had moved to Melrose FL to be near her son Joe. 

New Members: John J Smith of Peterborough, served in the Army during Korea; D Eric Evans of 

Hancock, served in the Navy during Vietnam; Nancylee Greiner of Harrisville, served in the Coast 

Guard during the Gulf War. Lawrence Mack of Greenfield, served in the Air Force during Vietnam. 

Our Youngest member to join is Stephen Baird of Hancock. We have included a recent write up about 

him because the Post has sponsored him along the way. We hosted his induction into the Eagle Scouts 

and sent him to Boys State. Roberta “Bobbie” Mack of Greenfield has joined the Auxiliary.       

Currently 33 members of the Auxiliary have renewed for 2022. 

 

As I look out the window on this cool December day and 

ponder putting into words Stephen’s path since attending 

Boy’s State, I realize that his path, although unique to 

him, is like many others before him; filled with people 

who have helped guide him along the way. 

When the American Legion Cheney-Armstrong Post #5 

sponsored his time at Boy’s State, they invested in a 

young man’s future by showing him that life is full of 

opportunities for those willing to look beyond their 

current capabilities. Stephen felt Political Science was of 

interest but also had other interests, so he enrolled in 

Holy Apostles College & Seminary in Cromwell, CT upon graduation. As luck would have it, his 

housing fell through three days before he started. He saw it as a sign that it wasn’t his calling after all. 

Political Science became of interest once again as he started taking college classes. However, he quickly 

viewed the current political environment as negative and not what he felt was a good fit for him. 

Soon he would accept various positions in NH and CT learning what he did not want to do for the rest 

of his life. Although, all these positions were fulfilling on some level, he was sure there had to be more 

to his future. The pandemic hit and everything came to a standstill as he tried to navigate a safe 

environment. 

With the pandemic waning and his desire to move forward in a more meaningful manner he decided to 

talk with an Army Recruiter. You might say he was hooked at the first meeting! Not only a chance to 

serve his country, like his grandfather who he greatly admired, but also an opportunity to be trained as a 

firefighter, a profession that had been of interest to him since he was a child. The difference is that now 

his maturity changed this goal from child’s play to a serious career. He understood this would be a big 

undertaking requiring many skills he did not currently possess. But, at the same time the knowledge he 

gained in Peterborough’s Troop 8 Boy Scouts had prepared him for some of the required tasks in Boot 
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Camp.                                                                                                                                                

Stephen headed to Boot Camp at Ft. Leonard Wood in Missouri. After a few weeks of training, he 

contracted Covid which delayed his time at camp as he quarantined with many others. Stephen endured 

and graduated from Boot Camp as squad leader. He is now Platoon Sergeant Baird. (01/05/2022) 

It is hard to think of all the local people who helped Stephen over many years before his path that led to 

his training as a firefighter for the U.S. Army in Texas. Stephen has always been a part of a special 

“village” that is our wonderful Monadnock community.       

Veterans Day 2021 was quiet and once again on the Post Office Bridge. There were about 150 people 

present. Andy wrote the prayers but was ill so Ron read them. John Franklin tossed the flowers in the 

Nubanusit after a US Naval Sea Cadet presented them. Troop 8 Boy Scouts raised the flag. Ed Lowy, 

SMS Band leader, played taps, Wayne read 37 names of local Veterans who died over the past year 

which included 11 from our Post. Gary Babcock, Brian Barden, Lewis Hansen and Scott Sleeper fired 

the 100 plus year old Springfields. The weather was warm. Our thanks to the Peterborough Police for 

blocking off the bridge. We did not do the Remembrance Service again at All Saints because of Covid 

and because Jamie Hamilton has retired but we are on the calendar for 2022 Veterans’ Day.  

Prayer: It is the soldier, not the reporter, who has given us the freedom of the press,                                

It is the soldier, not the poet who has given us freedom of speech.                                                            

It is the soldier, not the campus organizer, who has given us the freedom to demonstrate.                         

It is the soldier, not the lawyer, who has given us the right to a fair trial.                                                      

It is the soldier, who salutes the flag, serves under the flag, and whose coffin is draped by the flag, who 

allows the protestor to burn the flag.                     Prayer by Author Unknown 

 

Cadets from the Monadnock Squadron, USNSCC, sponsored by 

Cheney-Armstrong Post #5, in Peterborough, supported Wreaths 

Across America in December.  Spearheaded by Girl Scout Troop 

12300, wreaths were placed in three local cemeteries. 

The Monadnock Squadron continues to be as active as possible 

during the ongoing Covid pandemic. Still unable to meet at South 

Meadow School, The Board of Selectmen in Sharon have 

graciously permitted us to use the meetinghouse for our monthly 

drill activities.  We had a busy fall with cadets practicing some 

drone work, developing new color guard leaders, and our regular 

physical readiness testing.  We promoted two League Cadets to 

their next respective ranks, and signed a new Sea Cadet in 

December. Wreaths were placed in Pine Hill Cemetery. Old Street 

Road and Village on Concord Street, as well as at the Memorial Gates on Grove Street. (pictured 

Elizabeth Hudson, Nathaniel Tanner, & Quintin Walker) 

The Monadnock Squadron continues to be grateful for the support of the Cheney-Armstrong Post 5's 

sponsorship.     Respectfully submitted,            LT Jane LaRoche, NSCC          Commanding Officer 
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Donations from the Poppy Fund: $250.00 to American Legion Post 26, in Mayfield Kentucky 

because of the tornado; $100.00 to Department of Louisiana for Hurricane Ida in August; $200.00 to 68 

hours of Hunger ConVal and an additional $100.00 in November; Tilton Veterans Home received 

$100.00 for their after Christmas Party and $100.00 for the Sunshine Cart; $200.00 to the South 

Meadow School Food Pantry; $250.00 to Peterborough Food Pantry in December; please be advised 

that we have Veterans who are members of this Post who have received monetary gifts this month as 

well; WE HAVE DEPLETED A LARGE PORTION OF OUR POPPY FUND!! 

We gave $100.00 to Travis Mills Foundation of Manchester ME. It is a Wounded Warriors Retreat! In 

the summer of 2021, they provided programing, rest, and relaxation for 52 families- that’s 214 

veterans/first responders, 251 family members, and 176 children.  

 

Dear Proud Supporter,                                                                       December 20th, 2021                     

Thank you for your donation to the Travis Mills Foundation on 12/16/2021. Your belief in our mission 

allows us to grow our outreach and expand our efforts. We resumed in person family programing in 

2021. The Foundation ensures our recalibrated veteran families are able to connect with others who 

share similar experiences, have an opportunity to relax with their families, and reset for the challenges 

life will present them in the future.                                                                                                              

None of our work would be possible without you. Thank you again for your generosity. On behalf of 

myself and the Foundation Team, we are incredibly grateful for your support and trust. Together, we 

will continue to provide veteran families with life-changing tools and resources, so they are prepared to 

work through their challenges productively and live happily and successful lives.                                    

Warmly, Travis Mills             US Army SSG(Ret.) 

 

NH Veterans’ Home 

Dear Friends,                                                                                                     December 18th, 2021      

On behalf of the NH Veterans Home Family we offer our sincere gratitude to the American Legion 

Cheney-Armstrong Post 5 for your generous donations received on December 1st. To the NHVH 

Christmas Fund for the after Christmas Party. We also thank you for your generous donation to the 

Sunshine Cart. The Sunshine Cart provides a wide selection of personal care items to our residents who 

are not able to participate in shopping trips by allowing them to make their own selections free of 

charge.                                                                                                                                                     

Your ongoing generosity and thoughtfulness are greatly appreciated by them and those who care for 

our men and women.                                                                                                                                         

The mission of the NH Veterans Home is to provide the best quality of life for NH Veteran with dignity, 

honor and respect. Thoughtfulness by people such as Cheney-Armstrong members make this a daily 

reality.     With Sincere Gratitude,            Margaret D. LaBrecque              Commandant 

 

Dear Friends,                                                                      December 21st, 2021                                       

Thank you so much for your kindly donation. It will help us to feed many families in need in the 

Monadnock region. With your support, we provide food and assistance to hungry residents from 13 

local area towns. We are an all-volunteer, non-profit organization. Over 95 % of all donations are 

directly applied locally to serve needy families. Your support enables us to achieve our mission and we 

sincerely appreciate your kindness. Thank you from the volunteers of the Peterborough Pantry.     

Happy Holidays, Linda Claff 
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We have been chosen by Shaw’s for a second time to receive donations from this program.  

Hello Wayne, Cheney-Armstrong American Legion Post 5 has been selected by local Shaw's store 

leadership as the benefiting non-profit in the GIVE BACK WHERE IT COUNTS Bag Program! 

For the month of January 2022, Cheney-Armstrong American Legion Post 5 will receive a $1 

donation from each purchase of the $2.50  reusable GIVE BACK WHERE IT COUNTS Bag at the 

Shaw's store located at Shaw's 135 Dublin Road, Peterborough NH. 
 

Dear Mr. Zeller, Thank you for coming to my Court of Honor at MacDowell Dam on August 7th and for 

presenting me with a citation from the American Legion. Jack Brazer 

These are plaques that were long overdue in 

Dublin. If you were living at the time you 

enlisted in the Korean Conflict and Vietnam 

from Dublin then your name hopefully is on the 

plaque for your era. Brian Barden spearheaded it 

with the help of Hank and Nancy Campbell, 

Dale Gabel and Wayne and Dee Thomas, Kiki 

Sangermano and Lisa Foote. The Town voted 

for the money for the plaques at town meeting in 

May 2020 by secret ballot and John Kaufhold 

from Peterborough Marble and Granite had 

them made. They will be hung on the front of 

the Dublin town hall in the spring and the WWI 

and WWII plaques will be cleaned as well.   

 
Shaw's GIVE BACK WHERE IT COUNTS Bag Program 

Benefiting Month: January 2022 
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The big news for the Post is that we are still here! We have been able to function through Covid 

carefully but we are doing it. But it has come time for Wayne and Dee to relinquish this Post to other 

members and move on with our lives.  

Have you signed up to receive the NH Legionnaire Online? Have you tried to join the VA? Do you have 

your Discharge papers handy for a loved one? Bricks are $75.00 in the Walkway.  

                             Contact Information:  

The American Legion Cheney-Armstrong Post 5 NH,  PO Box 172, Peterborough NH 03458-0172  

wayneanddeethomas@gmail.com       

House: 603-563-8376, cell: 603-759-3134 

Home address: 16 Lower Jaffrey Road, Dublin, NH 03444  

 

                             Respectfully submitted,                            Wayne & Dee   

 

**The Post will gratefully accept donations for the General Fund, Scholarship Fund or Poppy Fund. 

The Post is a non-profit so your gift is tax deductible. **                                                                                                            

mailto:wayneanddeethomas@gmail.com

