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Newton Post 236 - Ohio American Legion 

Newton Post 236, Trumbull County Council, Dynamic 9th District, Department of Ohio, National 

American Legion. Physical Address: 2025 E. River Rd.; Newton Falls, Ohio 44444. Mailing Address: P.O. 

Box 297; Newton Falls, Ohio 44444. Phone: 330-872-5475 [Best time: Wed Bingo 4:30-10:00pm.] 

(American Legion Charter signed November 8, 1923 ï 100th Anniversary in 2023) 

Effective May 8, 2023 Walter Snyder is the new Commander. Newton Post 236 Past Commander 2018-

2021 and author: Rick Nelson. Rick is now a 3-year Trustee, Post Historian/Publicist, and mentor to the 

new commander. Bud Becker resigned as historian due to family and health issues. Bud was the best 

Historian and Publicist Post 236 has had since 1986; and created physical scrapbooks for five years from 

2017 to 2021. Newton Post 236 is appreciative of this exemplary example. 

 

Commander Walt Snyder at Meeting, April 4, 2024 with Adjutant Joe Ball 

Trumbull County, Ohio is the center of the five counties that form the Dynamic 9th District in the 

Northeastern corner of the State of Ohio. The City of Warren is the county seat of government and was 

historically the center of the Ohio Connecticut Western Reserve. The five counties are Ashtabula, Lake, 

Geauga, Trumbull and Mahoning Counties. Portage County, in District 14 is along our western border.  

Trumbull County Council ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΥ ¢ƘŜ ¢ǊǳƳōǳƭƭ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ last meeting was March 28, 2024 at 

Niles Post 106; and the prior meeting September 28, 2023 at Newton Post 236. Commander Jacqueline 

Whetstone, of Niles Post 106, is facing the challenges of our Council. The Adjutant is Rick Nelson from 
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Newton Post 236. As of March, 2024 9th District Meeting, Jacqueline Whetstone was announced as the 

future 9th District Commander for 2024-2025; to be installed in September. 

Dynamic 9th District Meetings: All were attended by Commander Walt Snyder with reports at the 

Newton Post 236 regular meetings. Past-Commander ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ άBillέ Dittebrand is now the 2023-2024 

Commander. Past Commander 2022-2023 Joyce Hannum became the 1st Vice Commander. They had an 

agreement to swap until a new commander was found in 2nd Vice Commander Jacqueline Whetstone. 

 

 

Post 236 Elections were held during the April 4, 2024 meeting. There were 2 nominations for 

Commander for 2024-2025: Walt Snyder and Teresa Nicholson. It was a close election with 22 votes 

cast. The new Commander will be Teresa Nicholson; our first woman Commander and a War on 

Terrorism veteran of Iraq, who was exposed to the Burn Pits. All but three, surviving Past Commanders 

were present. L-R in photo: Bob James (2010-2012); 1st Vice Commander Teresa Nicholson (2023-2024, 

next Cmdr.); Joe Ball (2013-2017; Walt Snyder (2023); Rick Nelson (2018-2021); Jim Yost (2022). Absent: 

Arden Bailey (2006-2009); Paul Click (1984); Thomas Greathouse (1983). 
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Introduction to t he American Legion ï formed in 1919 after World War I  

The American Legion was established on March 15-17, 1919 (105 years ago), in Paris, France 

after World War I. A caucus was held represented by veterans from units of the American 

Expeditionary Forces (A.E.F.), which adopted a tentative constitution. The Paris Caucus was 

endorsed by a similar Caucus on May 8-10, 1919, in St. Louis, Missouri, held by World War I 

veterans that had returned from Europe. The American Legion was chartered in September 16, 

1919 by Congress as a patriotic, war-time veteranôs organization, that is devoted to mutual 

helpfulness to veterans, service members, and communities.  

The American Legion is headquartered in Indianapolis, Indiana and also has offices in 

Washington D.C. It is a not-for-profit community-service organization whose membership stands 

at nearly 2 million in more than 13,000 posts worldwide. The posts are organized into 55 

departments: one each for the 50 states, along with the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, 

France, Mexico and the Philippines. 

Over the years, the Legion has influenced considerable social change in America, won 

hundreds of benefits for veterans and produced many important programs for children and 

youth. To its very visible credit was forming the Veterans Bureau in 1921 that became the 

Veterans Service Commission; and the G.I. Bill for returning World War II veterans. 

The American Legionôs Post Officers Guide recounts the organizationôs founding: "A group of 

twenty officers who served in the American Expeditionary Forces (A.E.F.) in France in World 

War I is credited with planning the Legion. The A.E.F. Headquarters asked these officers to 

suggest ideas on how to improve troop morale. One officer, Lieutenant Colonel Theodore 

(Ted) Roosevelt, Jr., proposed an organization of veterans. In 1919, this group formed a 

temporary committee and selected several hundred officers who had the confidence and respect 

of the whole army. When the first organization meeting took place in Paris in March, 1919, 

about 1,000 officers and enlisted men attended.  

The meeting, known as the Paris Caucus, adopted a temporary constitution and the name ñThe 

American Legionò. It also elected an executive committee to complete the organizationôs work. 

One of the names suggested was "The American Legion" that had been used by Roosevelt as 

early as 1914. It considered each soldier of the A.E.F. a member of the Legion. The executive 

committee named a subcommittee to organize veterans at home in the U.S. The Legion held a 

second organizing caucus in St. Louis, Missouri, in May 1919.ò 

¶ Paris Caucus ï March 15-17, 1919 

¶ St. Louis Caucus ï May 8-10, 1919 

¶ June 9, 1919 ï The National Executive Committee adopts the Legion Emblem 

¶ September 16. 1919 ï Congress Charters the American Legion 

¶ November 10-12, 1919 - First Legion convention convenes in Minneapolis. The 

Constitution and preamble are adopted. 
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Following in the Appendix is the traditional Newton Post 236 text; used in our scrapbooks of the 

1980s for the Paris Caucus, St. Louis Caucus, and the First Convention in Minneapolis. For a 

more detailed history, see www.legion.org/history. 

The Four Pillars of The American Legion 

1. Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation, 

2. National Security 

3. Americanism, and 

4. Children and Youth 

These pillars are as relevant today as when our organization was founded in 1919. 

All American Legion officers should be familiar with the programs offered under each pillar, along with 

how to conduct and publicize them, recruit participants and inspire community involvement. In addition, 

ŀƭƭ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ [ŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛǾŜ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŜƴƎŀƎed in discussing with local, 

state and national elected officials how to support and achieve our legislative goals.  

As an officer, strive to become a source of Legion history and knowledge. Be eager and prepared to 

answer any and all questions from a potential new member, and to speak with authority about The 

American Legion to other community groups.  

Welcome every new member into the Legion by assigning him or her a mentor who is familiar with our 

traditions, customs, policies and programs. 

Finally, encoǳǊŀƎŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǿ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ άThe American Legion Extension Instituteέ, which 

is the best and most convenient way to gain basic knowledge of who we are and what we do. Many 

Legionnaires want to become stronger leaders and only need the opportunity, making continuous 

training and education programs necessary at every level ς post, county, district and department.  

Preamble to the Constitution of The American Legion 

For GOD and COUNTRY we associate ourselves together for the following purpose: To uphold and 

defend the Constitution of the United States of America; to maintain law and order; to foster and 

perpetuate a one hundred percent Americanism; to preserve the memories and incidents of our 

associations in all wars; to inculcate a sense of individual obligation to the community, state and nation; 

to combat the autocracy of both the classes and the masses; to make right the master of might; to 

promote peace and good-will on earth; to safeguard and transmit to posterity the principles of justice, 

freedom and democracy; to consecrate and sanctify our comradeship by our devotion to mutual 

helpfulness. 

Joining the American Legion - Eligibility for Membership 

Any person shall be eligible for membership in The American Legion who was a member of the Army, 

Navy, Marine Corps, Coast Guard, Air Force, or the Space Force of the United States (this includes the 

Reserves, National Guard, & Merchant Marines) and assigned to duty at some time during any of the 

following periods: 

¶ World War I  April 6, 1917 to Nov 11, 1918 
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¶ December 1941-Present 

The current eligibility period is from December 1941 ς Present, and includes the current war campaigns. 

All current active duty military are eligible for membership. 

Comments: Membership eligibility is controlled by the US Congress. Joining the American Legion after 

the LEGION Act of July 2019 included the above increased eligibility wording. Historically the Merchant 

Marine eligibility was only from December 7, 1941 to December 31, 1946 (WWII); and limited to serving 

in a war zone patrolled by enemy submarines or aircraft.  

The American Legion Emblem 

 

Rays: 

  

 Wreath: 

 
 Star: 

 

There shines the Emblem of The 

American Legion, it is your badge of 

distinction, honor and service. It stands 

for God and Country, and the highest 

rights of man. Of its several parts, each 

has a meaning. 

¶  The rays of the sun form the 

background of our proud emblem and 

suggests the Legion's principles will 

dispel the darkness of violence and evil. 

¶  The wreath forms the center, in 

loving memory of those brave comrades 

who gave their lives in the service of the 

United States that liberty might endure. 

¶  The star, victory symbol of World 

War I, also symbolizes honor, glory and 

constancy. The letters "U.S." leave no 

doubt as to the brightest star in the 

Legion's star. 

¶  The larger of two outer rings stands 

for the rehabilitation of our sick and 

disabled comrades. The smaller inside 

ring denotes the welfare of America's 

children. 

¶  The smaller of two inner rings set 

upon the star represents service to our 

communities, states and the nation. The 

larger outer ring pledges loyalty to 

Americanism. 

¶  The words American Legion tie the 

whole together for truth, remembrance, 

constancy, honor, service, veterans 

affairs and rehabilitation, children and 

youth, loyalty, and Americanism. 

Outer ring: 

  

Inner ring: 

  

The Words: 
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Post Everlasting (Taps) ï Newton Post 236 

Our traditional Post 236 Scrapbooks that have been preserved from the 1980s, list the names of Post 

Everlasting veteran members on the inside cover. This continues that tradition by being first seen and 

reported. The obituaries can be found in the Appendix; none this year. 

In Memorium (Taps) 2023-2024 -- Newton Post 236 Charter is draped. The Historian submits these 

names to the Trumbull County Council website - Post Everlasting memorial.  

1.  Babyak, Nick - WWII (January 18, 1929-September 2, 2023) 4020 Big Springs 
Ridge Rd.; Friendsville, TN 37737. Was a 67 year member of Post 236. 
Tennessee or local obituary is not available 

2. Holub, Edward Joseph ς Korea, from Pahrump, NV age 91. Also known as: 
Edward Holubs; Address: 1141 Francine St., Pahrump, NV 89060; (979) 743-
4349. Ed Holub was a 40-year member of Post 236. Post 236 notified by 
phone. Nevada or local obituary is not available. 

Status: 

Newton Post 236 has 1 surviving World War II veteran as a member at the date of this writing: Robert 

McWhirtier of Tampa Bay, Florida; a decade ago we had over 20. There were 10 members of the Korean 

War; now 11 with a new member in 2023. Our membership did continue to fall below 100; however, 

with the passing of the LEGION Act (S 504) on July 30, 2019 and 888 transfers, we did turn this around to 

115 members; prior to our reported deaths and members that have not paid dues as listed below.  

Historian wƛŎƘŀǊŘ άwƛŎƪέ Nelson maintains an Obituary file with over 400 Past Member obituaries going 

back to WWI who have name tags on our Membership plaques [created when Bob James was 

Commander (2010-2012)]. There are over 50 other obituaries for members without 2012 Name Tags. 

Past Commander Nelson maintains these records in a NewtonPost236 directory at home and on the 

Newton Post 236 computer in the office ς with all history notes. The following figure shows our 

computer folder layout to support the new Commander Walt Snyder: 

file:///C:/NewtonPost236/NewtonPost236_BestDocuments_Subset/Obituaries_Post236_or_NF_veterans/AmericanLegionPost236_Obituaries.htm%23babyakn
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2024_AmericanLegion_Ohio_NewtonPost236 ό/ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ {ƴȅŘŜǊΩǎ year of Computer File Folders). 

¢ƘŜ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ άCƛƭŜ ŦƻƭŘŜǊέ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎΣ ǊŜǇorts, and photos compiled for the year 2023-2024. 

These records are far more extensive than the minimized history presented here (ibid). The file system is 

at 3.78 GB and contains 2375 files, 127 Folders. There are shortcuts and a single START file to access 

Post records using any Web Browser such as Microsoft Edge, Mozilla Firefox, or Chrome. 

The NewtonPost236_BestDocuments_Subset folder highlighted below, compiles the BEST documents 

created by Past Commander Joe Ball (2013-2017), as well as the Past Commander Rick Nelson (2018-

2021). The intention is to reduce computer search time in finding the most significant information from 

multiple years for future Commanders and the Adjutant. The directory is shown here; with the folder 

highlighted that contains these documents. 

 

This file folder is 11.1 Gb. and contains 10,418 Files, 229 Folders. It has 39 main-subject file folders such 

as: ά9thDistrict_ContactManualέ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŦƛǾŜ-county District; άAttendancePost236_Mtgsέ ŦƻǊ ŀǿŀǊŘǎΤ 

άConducting_a_Post236_MondayMeetingέ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜΤ άCommanderBall_FlashDrive_OriginalέΤ ƻǳǊ tƻǎǘ 

άConstitution_and_Bylaws_2021to2025έ ŦƻǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ р-year update; a 100-year history in progress: 

άNarrativeHistory_1923to2022έΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ procedure folders for how we have conducted Banquets 
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and Picnics in the past. The Obituaries file mentioned above is (Obituaries_Post236_or_NF_veterans); 

which contains all located Newton Falls veteran obituaries, not just those of Newton Post 236. The 

START files are a computer interface to all records in any given year. 

[See Appendix for a Record of the NewtonPost236_BestDocuments_Subset folder on 12/27/2022] 

About Newton Post 236 as a Brief History  in 2023-2024 

 

The Newton Post 236 building as seen was contracted in late 1985 after the 

tornado of May 1985 destroyed the prior post building on 33 N. Canal Street. The 

building was completed and occupied in 1986; and has served as the American 

Legion, Newton Post 236 building ever since. Ground was broken for this new 

post at 2025 East River Road, in August 1985. Two acres of land had been donated 

to the Post. The $600,000 building, with improvements in parking, was dedicated 

in 1987. During that year, the post had 331 members. The Post "All Time High 

Membership" reached 385 members in 1969; with veteran membership from four 

wars. The Newton Post 236 has been blessed, in that the Mortgage on the 

property, was paid off by donations from the community, members, and bingo 

proceeds. [See a newer document: Newton Post 236 Narrative History for 2021-

2022 for further history of the post and photos of prior buildings.] 

The Membership Status of Newton Post 236 for 2023-2024 (115 members) 
 

District 
Ohio 

Post 
New PUFL 

Trad. 

Ren 

888 

Transfers 

2024 MBR 

To Date 

2024 

Quota 
Quota % 

9 236 6 15 92 2 115 109 105.50%  
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District Membership Updated March 20, 2024 -- Next Membership Update Scheduled for 

Wednesday 4/24/2024. Data confirmed on May 29, 2024. 

Post Everlasting 2023-2024 (two; both in our roster): Nick Babyak WWII; Ed Holub Korea. 

Oldest Post 236 members: Robert McWhirter (WWII; 76 years), who lives in Florida. 

Youngest active Post 236 member:  Teresa Nicholson, Membership Years: 3. Teresa played Bingo in 

2021 and we learned that she was a WOT veteran. A family friend of Past Historian Bud Becker. Teresa 

has stepped up to help with Bingo, and in August 2022 started calling Bingo - impressive fast starter! 

Vincent Bailey is on Active Duty; once listed as expired, new Adjutant Joe Ball renewed his membership. 

Women Veterans. Newton Post 236 has six Women Veterans; one has transferred to a Post in Arizona in 

the past. One is our Finance Officer and BBS Chairperson. Four attended our May 2023 meeting. 

New Members (10) 2023-2024 :  

1. Allio , Arthur USA Vietnam(c) 

2. Boyce, Joseph A USA Vietnam(c) - Transfer 

3. Brown Jr., John Unknown(c) 

4. Bryant, Daniel  USAF WOT(c) 

5. Carpenter, Clarence  USA Vietnam 

6. Cicero Jr. John C USAF Vietnam(c) ï Transfer 

7. Herring Sr., Mark USAF Vietnam(c) 

8. Knauff, Thomas USN Vietnam(c) 

9. Lantz, Richard  USA WOT(c) 

10. Tonkin, Roxanne USN Gren(c) 

New Members (12) 2022-2023 :  

1. Augusta, David USA, Vietnam 5/18/22 888 Transfer 

2. Augusta, James USA, Vietnam 4/4/22 888 Transfer 

3. Brown, Timothy USAF, Vietnam 3/12/22 888 Transfer 

4. Campbell, John USN, WOT 4/4/22 888 Transfer 

5. Cressman, Charlie USA, Vietnam  (9/12/2022 

6. Gray, John USA, Vietnam 3/12/22 888 Transfer 

7. Haynie James USAF, Korea 4/4/22 888 Transfer 

8. Heber Richard  USA, Vietnam 4/4/22 888 Transfer 

9. Hopkins Sr. Todd USN, WOT 4/4/22 888 Transfer 

10. Lobaugh, Donald - 7/11/2022 joined at Regular Meeting  

11. Yahnert, David USN, WOT- 2/13/2023 joined at Reg. Mtg, 1988-1996 

12. Zimmer, Robert US Other(c) - Transfer 

New Members (7) 2021-2022 :  

1. Fowler, Richard "Dick" (7/12/2021) Army.  

2. Allen, Donald T. Navy, Vietnam; came from AMVETS Post 112 (8/8/21)  

3. Delgado, Cariï In March 2022, Cari renewed her membership. 
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4. Horner, Lauren (8/9/2021) Army -- helps at bingo. 7/14/21 offered free membership 

paid by the Post for assisting with keeping our Bingo open. 

5. Hoover, Richard H. came from AMVETS Post 112.  

6. Nicholson, Teresa -- ZTDNicholson@aaol.com (2/16/2022) 

7. Wood, Rob -- 975 Ellsworth Bailey RD. SW Warren OH 44481 

$1,000.00 Death Benefit ï A motion carried at the December 13, 2021 to implement a Newton 

Post 236 Death Benefit effective January 1, 2022. This is being done to retain membership. This 

is not insurance; it is being paid from cash funds in the Post Corporate account. AMVETS Post 

#112 has a similar benefit and has at least 280 members. Lake Milton Post #737 has a quota of 

226 members, compared to Post 236 of 109, and many of their members are from Newton Falls. 

We are hoping to obtain additional dual-members from AMVETS; many officers serve in both. 

The M42A1 Duster Displayed on the Property 

 

The Newton Post 236 received a government donation of an M42a1 Duster in the 

fall of 1999 as displayed on the property. This tank was developed as a Self-

propelled Twin Bofar 40mm Anti-Aircraft tank with a gun-turret mount. Its last 

wartime use was in Vietnam to oppose enemy infantry attacks. The tank is 

installed on display at the property on a slab between the two entrances. [See the 

newer document under development: Newton Post 236 Narrative History for 

2021-2022 for further history of the M42a1 Duster.]  
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The tank was painted in September 2023; see more below. 

 

September 9, 2023 ς Our Tank was painted for just over $12,900. Three overhead 

spotlights were also added in October ōȅ ¢ǊǳǎǘŜŜ wŀȅ aŀȅƴŀǊŘΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎΦ 

Newton Post 236 Officers ς Installed May 8, 2023 for 2023-2024 

Newton Post 236 of the Ohio American Legion installed new officers on May 8, 

2023; at the 2nd Monday Regular meeting at 7PM. Our 9th District Commander 

Bill Dittebrand was the installation officer. 
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L-R in photo: ; Ray Maynard, Trustee; Jim Yost, Commander; Walt Snyder 

(installed Commander), Teresa Nicholson, 1st Vice Cmdr.; Joe Nicolino, 2nd Vice 
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Cmdr.; Donna Ball, Finance Officer, Steve Garcar, Chaplain; Darryl Brown, Sgt.-

at-Arms; 9th District Commander Bill Dittebrand (at podium). Left of photo: Bob 

Wujcik, Service Officer; Right of photo: Adjutant Joe Ball.] 

 

Jim Yost passes the Post 236 Command to Walt Snyder. L-R: Steve Garcar, 

Chaplain; Walt Snyder, Jim Yost, 9th District Cmdr. Bill Dittebrand, Adjutant Joe 

Ball. 

US Flag placement at Newton Falls West Side Cemetery and Braceville Cemetery 

occurs on the next Saturday. Memorial Day Services and Parade will starts at 

10:30am, Monday May 29). Services are planned with the four Veteran 

Organizations of Newton Falls, the City of Newton Falls, the H.S. Band, and guest 

speakers by Joe Ball. 

Article and photo: was not published this year in the The Review Newspaper or 

Tribune Chronicle of Warren; nor submitted to the 9th District for the Ohio Legion 

News. The Historian could not get the officers to line up for a photo - as a large 

meal was prepared by 2nd Vice Commander Joe Nicolino. 
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Newton Post 236 Officers ς About new Commander Walt Snyder 

Commander Walt Snyder has been asked to provide a mini-biography. Walt is a 

U.S. Army veteran of Vietnam. Walt has been in the American Legion Post 236 for 

five years and has held three Post Officer positions. 

 

 

Newton Post 236 Membership Roster for the Year of 2023-2024 

Personal information has been protected by deleting Membership-ID, Phone numbers, and e-

mails. We have 108 Current Members in this List Summaryτminus any (Post Everlasting) 

deceased members listed in the roster; list includes new and renewed members. Membership 

Quota 109 was met. There is 1 World War II surviving veteran as a member denoted by (1 of 1). 

There are 11 Korea surviving veterans denoted by (nn of 11). 

Transferred Members: There are 10 transfer members into the Post. At least 8 came last year 

from Post 888 unassigned Post members. However, none of the latter have responded to a 

mailing to provide a copy of their DD-214 forms 

Significant fields meaning: Column 1 as years-of-continuous membership. Column 2 as _L (Life, 

2 members), _P (PUFL, 15 members), and YY for all Regular members (dues last paid year). 

Caveat: Column after ZIP-Code is a Service Branch and/or War Period if known, which is less 

significant after the Legion Act. 

Column 1 & 2 Caveat ς It is difficult to maintain this roster; as National Membership Reports 

are no longer accessible by the author as Past Commander. This update is from a roster 

provided by the Post 236 Adjutant. Paid members (108; 2 Post Everlasting) does say paid 24 

dues with COL 1 adding (+1 continuous years of membership ǘƻ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ǊƻǎǘŜǊ). 

Red ς Post Everlasting members for 2023-2024 have been listed in Post Everlasting and could 

be removed from here. Basically, as of April 22, 2024 there are two marked here in red. 

Blue ς New members in 2022-2023 when we met our Quota at 105.These members should be 

present in the new roster available for 2023-2024. 

Green ς New members in 2023-2024 should show up after July 1, 2023 membership reports. 

1. 10 24 Airwyke, Rolla J 1193 WINTERS RD LEAVITTSBURG OH 44430 6 Vietnam  
2. 03 24 Allen, Donald 5646 YNG-Kingsville RD CORTLAND OH 44410 Vietnam 
3. 01 24 Allio, Arthur 1653 Oakdale NW Warren OH 44485 USA Vietnam 
4. 05 24 Augusta, David 2540 Robinwood Blvd. Newton Falls, OH 44444 Vietnam 
5. 04 24 Augusta, James  149 Orchard St Newton Falls, OH 44444-1508 Vietnam 
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6. 67 24 Babyak, Nick 4020 BIG SPRINGS RIDGE RD FRIENDSVILLE TN 37737 WWII (1 of 2)  
7. 52 24 Bailey, Eugene E 128 W CHURCH ST NEWTON FALLS OH 44444 Korea (1 of 11) 
8. 02 24 Bailey, Vincent 704 Newton Drive NEWTON FALLS OH 44444 USN  Persion Gulf WOT 
9. 32 _P Baillie, Arden C 1026 WOODGLEN AVE N. FALLS OH 44444 USA Korea (2 of 11) 
10. 22 24 Baker, James J 324 N CENTER ST NEWTON FALLS OH 44444 Unknown  
11. 16 24 Ball, Donna M 2486 S CENTER ST NEWTON FALLS OH 44444 USN Panama 
12. 16 _P Ball, Joseph R 4897 FAIRPORT RD NEWTON FALLS OH 44444 USN PGulf/WOT 
13. 61 24 Ballas, Gabriel M 129 BANE AVE NEWTON FALLS OH 44444 Korea (3 of 11) 
14. 14 24 Becker, Richard 479 RIDGE RD APT C4 NEWTON FALLS OH 44444 USN Vietnam 
15. 33 24 Borowski, Bruce A 1646 N DUCK CREEK RD N. JACKSON OH 44451 USA Vietnam  
16. 01 24 Boyce, Joseph A 1661 Newton Falls Portage Rd NEWTON FALLS OH 44444 USA Vietnam 
17. 13 24 Brown, Darryl T 416 LEMAE ST NEWTON FALLS OH 44444 Vietnam (Sgt-at-Arms) 
18. 01 24 Brown Jr., John 711 Oak Knoll WARREN OH 44483 Unknown 
19. 01 24 Bryant, Daniel 3873 E. RIVER RD NEWTON FALLS OH 44444  USAF WOT 
20. 01 22 Brown. Timothy 335 Rogers, Rd.  Vienna OH 44473-9638 Vietnam  
21. 35 _L Cameron, Robert B 27 E JAY ST NEWTON FALLS OH 44444 USMC Vietnam  
22. 25 _L Cameron, Scott E. 27 Jay St, Newton Falls, Oh 44444 (Retired MSMC 1991-2021) 
23. 04 24 Campbell, John  3985 Pritchard Ohltown Rd. NEWTON FALLS OH 44444 WOT 
24. 04 24 Carpenter, Clarence 5495 Shanks-Phalanx Rd. NEWTON FALLS OH 44444 USA Vietnam 
25. 15 24 Carr, Dean L 3247 SALT SPRINGS RD WARREN OH 44481 USA Vietnam  
26. 25 _P Chicko, John C 4590 PROSPECT ST NEWTON FALLS OH 44444 USA Vietnam  
27. 01 24 Cicero Jr. John C 3981 McClure East Rd. NEWTON FALLS OH 44444 USAF  Vietnam 
28. 52 _L Click, Paul W 5167 STATE ROUTE 5 NEWTON FALLS OH 44444 Vietnam  
29. 15 24 Coombs, Lynn 4815 STATE ROUTE 82 NEWTON FALLS OH 44444 USN Vietnam  
30. 28 24 Cope, Thomas L 944 WARREN RD NEWTON FALLS OH 44444 Korea (4 of 11) 
31. 08 24 Crooks, John A 611 COLUMBIA AVE NEWTON FALLS OH 44444  
32. 16 24 Delgado, Cari L 3862 WARREN RAVENNA RD NEWTON FALLS OH 44444 Persian Gulf 
33. 15 24 Dill, Douglas PO Box 1088 ANDOVER OH 44003  USMC Vietnam 
34. 50 24 Dillon, Robert T 2359 HARDING AVE NEWTON FALLS OH 44444 USA Vietnam  
35. 27 24 Dobosh, Bruce 4868 OVIATT WINDHAM RD N. Falls, Oh 44444 USMC Per/Gulf/WOT 
36. 32 _P Dorazio, Gary L 364 FLORINE ST LEAVITTSBURG OH 44430 Vietnam  
37. 08 24 Dydell, William R 5068 BRIGHT BALDWIN RD N.FALLS OH 44444 USA Vietnam  
38. 14 24 Falb, Dale E 53 W 8TH ST NEWTON FALLS OH 44444 USAF Vietnam  
39. 42 _P Frederick, William G 6525 NELSON MOSIER RD LEAVITT. OH 44430 USA Vietnam  
40. 30 24 Garcar, Steven J 156 CASSANDRA DR NILES OH 44446 Vietnam  
41. 42 24 Gaves, Robert J 43 ORCHARD ST NEWTON FALLS OH 44444 USA Vietnam  
42. 32 24 Gearhart, David R 10605 STATE ROUTE 303 WINDHAM OH 44288 Leb/Gren  
43. 17 24 Gedeon, Daniel D 6740 PARK RD LEAVITTSBURG OH 44430 USA Vietnam  
44. 36 24 Gensburg, Bart 1206 INA DR SW LORDSTOWN OH 44481 Vietnam  
45. 14 24 Gibson, Sr., William H 664 5TH ST NILES OH 44446 USA Vietnam  
46. 36 24 Gordon, John E 340 RIDGE RD APT B5 NEWTON FALLS OH 44444 Korea (5 of 11) 
47. 09 24 Gray, John 2777 Heather Ln NW Warren OH 44485-1239 Vietnam 
48. 47 24 Greathouse, Thomas E 144 WARNER DR UNION OH 45322 Vietnam  
49. 13 24 Hall, Raymond L 4681 STATE ROUTE 82 NEWTON FALLS OH 44444 Vietnam  
50. 17 24 Hanson, Raymond 3681 Tower Rd. Dorset OH 44032 USA Vietnam 
51. 17 24 Hash, James R 2033 E RIVER RD NEWTON FALLS OH 44444 USA Vietnam  
52. 03 24 Haynie, James 4664 State Route 82 Newton Falls, Ohio 44444 (6 of 11) 
53. 04 24 Heber, Richard 234 Taylor Ave. Newton Falls, Ohio 44444 
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54. 01 24 Herring Sr., Mark 5540 Charleston Rd Newton Falls, OH 44444 USAF Vietnam 
55. 35 24 Hogue, Michael J 318 Oak Knoll AVE NEWTON FALLS OH 44444 USA Vietnam  
56. 41 24 Holub, Edward J 8620 Inwood DR Las Vegas NV 89145 Korea (7 when 12) 
57. 03 24 Hoover, Richard H 4894 Fairport St. Newton Falls, Ohio 44444 
58. 03 24 Horner, Louise 2784 Salt Springs Rd. Warren, Ohio 44481 
59. 11 24 Howard, Ronald W 609 ARLINGTON BLVD NEWTON FALLS OH 44444 USA Vietnam  
60. 09 24 Huber, Kenneth P 5263 W MAIN ST NEWTON FALLS OH 44444 USA Vietnam  
61. 13 24 Hull, Charles 3465 State Route 5 NEWTON FALLS OH 44444 USA Vietnam 
62. 17 _P James, Robert T 5009 Fairview AVE NEWTON FALLS OH 44444 USA Vietnam  
63. 14 24 James Sr., Thomas P 4144 Ellsworth RD Stow OH 44224 USN Leb/Gren  
64. 13 24 Kane, Dennis A 2875 Crestwood DR WARREN OH 44485 Vietnam  
65. 02 24 Keefer, Arthur 204 Bane Ave. Newton Falls, Ohio 
66. 01 24 Knauff, Thomas 7176 Hammond Corners Rd. Pierpont OH 44082 USN Vietnam 
67. 05 24 Koch, Howard F. 64 BRIDGE ST NEWTON FALLS OH 44444 (11/9/2020) 888 Xfer. 
68. 01 24 Lantz, Richard 4478 LaFrance Newton Falls, OH 44444  USA WOT 
69. 33 24 Lisum, Richard A 5261 BROADWAY AVE NEWTON FALLS OH 44444 Leb/Gren  
70. 02 24 Lobaugh, Donald USN, Legion Act 1981-1985-7/11/2022 joined at Regular Meeting 
71. 05 24 Lydic, David 1119 State Route 534 SW NEWTON FALLS OH 44444 USA Gulf WOT 
72. 07 24 Maynard, Raymond R 3272 STATE ROUTE 534 N.FALLS OH 44444 USAF Vietnam  
73. 09 24 McDermott, Charles R 4820 MCCONNEL RD SOUTHING. OH 44470 USN Vietnam  
74. 40 24 McKay Walter W 200 TERRE HILL DR CORTLAND OH 44410 USA Vietnam  
75. 75 24 McWhirter Robert T 3112 ST. JAMES ST PORT CHARLOTTE 33952 WWII (1 of 1)  
76. 14 24 Messich, Andrew 7171 Beaver Rd. Williamsfield OH 44093 USA Vietnam 
77. 05 24 Murry Jim 325 Ophelia St.; Newton Falls USAF 2020  1 USAF, Vietnam (New 9/9/2019) 
78. 10 _P Nelson, Richard C 2980 N River Rd NE APT E12 WARREN OH 44483 USN Vietnam  
79. 13 24 Nicholson Jr., Don 3023 Lyntz Townline Rd. SW WARREN OH 44481 USA Panama 
80. 03 24 Nicholson, Teresa 2023 Lyntz Rd.; Lordstown, Oh 44481 Persian Gulf 
81. 17 24 Nicolino, Joseph 320 ADAMS ST NEWTON FALLS OH 44444 USN Vietnam  
82. 15 24 Rader, Bayard G 5794 YORKTOWN LN YOUNGSTOWN OH 44515 USA Vietnam 
83. 34 24 Reese Garry W 3003 MALIBU DR SW WARREN OH 44481 USA Vietnam  
84. 10 24 Reul, Gary W 13 E FRANKLIN ST NEWTON FALLS OH 44444 PGulf/WOT  
85. 23 24 Rhoads, Steven A 46 HEATH DR NW WARREN OH 44481 USN Vietnam  
86. 25 24 Robinson, Randy L 640 PAGE AVE NE WARREN OH 44483 USAF Vietnam  
87. 49 24 Romain, Jr., Felipe άtƘƛƭέ 2993 BEAL ST NW WARREN OH 44485 (8/10/2020)   
88. 15 24 Scrabis, Ronald J 181 ALBERT ST NEWTON FALLS OH 44444 USMC Vietnam  
89. 37 24 Shaulis, Ray T 479 RIDGE RD APT I3 NEWTON FALLS OH 44444  Korea (7 of 11)  
90. 37 24 Shetterly, Duncan M 5415 LIBERTY AVE NEWTON FALLS OH 44444 Vietnam  
91. 09 24 Sipka, George 525 W. Broad St Newton Falls, OH 44444-1211 USN Korea (8 of 11) 
92. 51 24 Smith, Daniel F 515 W BROAD ST NEWTON FALLS OH 44444  Vietnam  
93. 19 24 Smith, William E 927 HALLOCK YOUNG RD SW WARR. OH 44481 Vietnam  
94. 05 24 Snyder Sr. Walter 5543 Charleston Rd. N. Falls, Oh 44444 USA Vietnam 
95. 50 24 Stiffler, Larry L 4468 PROSPECT RD N.FALLS OH 44444 Korea (9 of 11)  
96. 19 24 Sweeney, James 517 Wilcox Rd. Apt A YOUNGSTOWN OH 44515  US Missing 
97. 11 24 Thompson, James M 2312 MILLER GRABER RD SW 44481 USA Vietnam  
98. 01 24 Tonkin, Roxanne 4997 Fairview Ave Newton Falls, OH 44444-9416  USN Grenada 
99. 60 24 Valot, Wilbur E 2651 MILTON NEWTON, N.F. OH 44444 Korea (10 of 11)  
100. 38 24 Wiesner, Richard A 4564 PROSPECT RD N.FALLS OH 44444 USAF Vietnam  
101. 14 24 Williams, Lenny R 1314 WARREN RD NEWTON FALLS OH 44444 Vietnam  
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102. 31 24 Wolf, Mark H 4201 PRITCHARD OHLTOWN RD N.F. OH 44444 PGulf/WOT  
103. 45 24 Wolff, Paul E 4974 SCOTT ST NEWTON FALLS OH 44444 Korea (11 of 11) 
104. 07 24 Wujcik, Robert P 5214 STATE ROUTE 5 NEWTON FALLS OH 44444 Vietnam  
105. 02 24 Yahnert, David USN, WOT- 2/13/2023 Reg. Mtg, 1988-1996 
106. 15 _P Yost, Jimmie 2392 COIT DR NW WARREN OH 44485 USMC Vietnam 
107. 02 24 Zimmer, Robert 33 Hunter Pkwy Cuyahoga Falls OH 44223  US Other 
108. 03 22 Zimomra, James 17 E. Franklin St. Newton Falls, Oh 44444 R USAF 

Notice on Expiring Members: We have six expiring member this year. The Adjutant provided a Report at 
the April 2024 Meeting ς sometimes an expiring member can be caused by failing health with a longer 
length of membership. 

1. 09 23 Albright, Harry E 4350 LAFRANCE ST Newton Falls OH 44444  Unknown 
2. 03 23 Carden, April R. 211 MAPLE ST. NEWTON FALLS OH 44444 USAF 1990-1994 (11/13/20) 
3. 03 23 Carden, Michael ARMY 1983-2002 Active Service periods & WOT Overseas (11/13/20) 
4. 04 23 Hall, Kenneth 238 Riverview Ave. NEWTON FALLS OH 44444 Korea 
5. 17 23 Pallak, Randall 4110 Guest Rd. Dorset OH 44032 USMC Vietnam 
6. 02 23 Stoddard II, Kenneth 14755 Robinson Rd. NEWTON FALLS OH 44444 USAF Vietnam 

Newton Falls Veteran Organizations Honor Guard 

Four members of our post are members of the Newton Falls Veterans Honor 
Guard: Bob Cameron, Steve Garcar, Bill Smith, and Darryl Brown.  

The Honor Guard is managed from the VFW Post 3332, and has bus 
transportation provided to Rittman National Cemetery. During the current year, 
these veterans serve every five weeks for an entire day at the Ohio Western 
Reserve National Cemetery, in Rittman, Ohio; as well as for local veteran Honor 
Guard requests in the Newton Falls area. The bus used needs a new or rebuilt 
engine in the fall of 2022 ς all veteran organizations will provide the cost. 

In 1987 the Department of Veterans Affairs identified the Cleveland area as one 
of 10 areas of the country most in need of burial space for veterans, based upon 
veteran population. In 1993, a 274-acre site was selected on Rawiga Road in 
Rittman. Burial operations began on June 19, 2000. [See Ohio Western Reserve 
National Cemetery - National Cemetery Administration (va.gov) for more 
information.] 

2023-2024 Newton Falls Post 236 History Documents 

IƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ άwƛŎƪέ Nelson has been working for five years to conform with, 
the 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ hƘƛƻ hŦŦƛŎŜǊΩǎ DǳƛŘŜ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ, on Scrapbooks and 

https://www.cem.va.gov/cems/nchp/ohiowesternreserve.asp
https://www.cem.va.gov/cems/nchp/ohiowesternreserve.asp
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Narrative Histories. This year three history items are in progress or soon 
completed (i.e. Mid-Year 2022-2023 submission). Those documents consist of: 

1. Newton Post 236 physical Yearbook/Scrapbook. Prepared by the historian 
Bud Becker. Contains photo printouts of post events. Rick does not have 
one for 2022-2023 ς still doing all Post communications. 

2. American Legion Newton Post 236 ς Scrapbook & History for Mid-Year-
2022-2023 (Last submitted December 31, 2021 by Cmdr. Nelson) 

3. American Legion Newton Post 236 ς Annual Scrapbook & History for 2021-
2022. Last Submitted June 25, 2022 by Trustee and Historian Rick Nelson. 
This and Item 1 were submitted to the September 2022 National 
Convention in Minneapolis by Al Beyer ς first time ever. 

4. NewtonPost236 ς Narrative History from 1923 to 2023; a work in progress. 
The pandemic put a hold on this document. 

5. American Legion Newton Post 236 ς Annual Scrapbook for 2022-2023. First 
produced for another Commander Jim Yost. MS Word and PDF file only. 

6. American Legion Newton Post 236 ς Annual Scrapbook for 2023-2024. 
Second produced for another Commander Walter Snyder. MS Word and 
PDF file only. 

 

The 1923-2023 document was suggested by the Department of Ohio Historians Al 
and Dayna Beyer in January 2020 after reviewing a prior yearsΩ 2019-2020 
submission. Thanks for your feedback and encouragement. It is a first attempt at 
a comprehensive Post 236 history and still has miles and smiles to go. Remaining 
work requires hours and days of newspaper microfilm surfing. Research library in 
Warren was closed for most of 2022 during reconstruction/expansion. 

Newton Post 236 - Location in Newton Falls, Ohio 

In 1806 Newton Falls was formed. At this time the settlement was called "The 

Falls". Watered by several small streams and the East and West branches of the 

Mahoning River. The next photo insert is of the Falls on the West Branch of the 

Mahoning River; up the stairs is Veterans Memorial Park on the corner of Broad 

Street and OH-534, where the Memorial Day services are held. The city is to the 

left of this photo along Broad Street. 
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Veterans Memorial Park, located above the West Branch Falls, is one of the places 

to visit in the town. Memorials have been added for the veterans from Newton 

Falls who died in World War II (26 soldiers and sailors), the Korea War (5 

soldiers), and in Vietnam (6 veterans named).  

 

A typical crowd at a 4th of July Parade on West Broad Street. The Memorial Day 
parade is shorter and begins at the City Hall building on Canal Street. 

The four veteran organizations in Newton Falls are the American Legion Newton 

Post 236, AMVETS Post 112, VFW Post 3332, and the Army-Navy Garrison 271 

(the latter down to 3 or 4 members; who meet at AMVETS Post 112). A photo of 

Veterans Memorial Park main monument is shown on the next page. 
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Photo of the Newton Falls Memorial Park central monument. Each of the four 

faces is a memorial to Vietnam, Korea, World War II, and World War I. The 

sidewalk approach face as displayed; is the World War II memorial. 

 

Photo of the Newton Post 236 donated bench in Veterans Memorial Park. 

Most Frequent Recurring Events held at Newton Post 236 
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Charitable Bingo that Supports the Post Financially and many Charities 

Newton Post 236 Adjutant, Russ Mason is the Bingo Chairman and leads 

everything bingo related; until assistance requested in the fall of 2022. The first 

photo here has Russ seated as the Bingo Caller. Past Commander Joe Ball gives 

Russ the credit for changing Newton Post 236 from financial difficulty into 

prosperity. We were able to donate about $60,000 to charities each year, prior to 

the pandemic, including $6,500 to Gifts for Yanks. In 2012, a $100,000 donation 

was made to the Newton Falls Fire Department to support building an Emergency 

Medical Services (EMS) building on Broad Street.  

Our bingo for 2020 was cancelled on March 15, 2020 when Ohio Governor 

Michael DeWine took initiatives to limit the spread of COVID-19 in Ohio that had 

no vaccine available. The Trumbull County Health Department allowed our Bingo 

to reopen on May 12, 2021. Post 236 is blessed; and Charitable donations were 

continued at a reduced rate from our Savings Account at about $35,000 for the 

pandemic years. Our Gift for Yanks donation at $6,500 was still maintained. 

 

Bingo Audit - October 16, 2019. Ohio Attorney General's office conducted an 
audit with Adjutant Russ Mason from 10:30AM to 1:40PM; covering two years 
(none the last year in 2018). None has occurred since. 

Bingo License - must be displayed at the post (example of prior year framed 
license). There are two on display. One in the Bingo office back wall; and one to 
the right of the Pull-tab sales counter. A new license is issued by the State of Ohio, 
Office of the Attorney General every January; the application must go forward in 
November and the Post Commander signs the license; the 2021 license filed 
online did not require the Commanders signature. The license agreement 
specifies the two types of sales authorized, and the times that these can be run. 

file:///C:/2020_AmericanLegion_Ohio_NewtonPost236/AmericanLegion/FacebookPhotos/Bingo_20181128_BingoLicense_original.jpg
file:///C:/2020_AmericanLegion_Ohio_NewtonPost236/AmericanLegion/FacebookPhotos/Bingo_20181128_BingoLicense_original.jpg
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Newton Post 236 Charitable Bingo nights (after May 12, 2021 reopen) are on 
Wednesday nights only from 5PM to 10PM. We restarted with two nights, but 
attendance was low at 60 or fewer and not profitable. On June 2, 2021 we fell 
back to one night; and attendance is close to or above 90 and profitable. Our 
bingo workers prefer this one night a week commitment. The posted 2022 license 
does not allow Friday Bingo to reopen. 
 
Newton Post 236 Charitable Bingo nights (prior to the pandemic) were 
Wednesday and Friday from 5PM to 10PM. Doors are open by 4:30PM for early 
setup by regular members at favorite tables. Adjutant Russ Mason (21 years of 
service) is seated at the Bingo machine and is the Post Bingo Chairman and 
administrator for all Bingo supplies and support. 
 
Bingo Competition - St. Mary's of Newton Falls on Monday and Thursday (now 

Mondays only), outperforms us financially and donates exclusively to the church 

(Sandy Mason chairs this); Cortland Optimist Club on Tuesday Nights; Austintown 

Casino; and Sharon, Pa. on Fridays minimally. Example impact: Sharon had a 

$28,000 in prizes advertised event for November 13, 2019 - our attendance 

dropped to 54 (typically over 80; about 94 required to offer uncut payouts). 
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Charitable Bingo Callers - Russ Mason (21-yrs), Donna Ball (15-yrs; now only 

as needed), Denny Kane (primary post-pandemic caller; resigned June 2022), Rick 

Nelson (3-yr; now only ticket sales). Theresa Nicholson (1yr, started in 2022) 

Sandy Mason will fill in if needed. Lucky Number and Speedball an extra 

Special sales: Bob Wujcik, Ray Maynard, and Lauren Horner. Pull-tab Ticket 

sales 5PM-6:30PM: Rick Nelson (always), Denny Kane, Joe Ball, Russ Mason; 

Lauren Horner, Ray Maynard, Theresa Nicholson, and Donna Ball as needed for a 

2nd or 3rd person. We thank Bob Wujcik, Ray Maynard, Duncan Shetterly Sr., 

Lauren Horner,  Walt Snyder, Steve DeBolt (SAL), Don Allen, and Theresa 

Nicholson for joining us after the pandemic reopenô and Theresa Nicholson in 

2020. We would not have been able to continue without them! 

 

Donna Ball ï Post 236 Finance Officer, has called Bingo for Over a decade. 
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Bingo Office - Donna Ball, Post 236 Finance Officer, Walt Snyder, Post 236 

Commander, and Joe Ball, Adjutant after Russ Mason passed April 23, 2023. We 

initially took at least 4 individuals to learn and take over Russô tasks. Trustee Ray 

Maynard took over many maintenance tasks that Russ once planned. 
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Denny Kane has also been calling bingo for almost a decade. 
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Teresa Nicholson, as a new Post236 member in the past year, quickly stepped up to 

assist with Bingo calling. Teresa was a fast and excellent learner. Teresa was 

playing Bingo when we learned that she was a veteran. Teresa would assist with 

Pull-Tab sales prior to calling; and often would call both halfôs. 
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Nick Ball, SAL member and son of Donna & Joe Ball, began calling by the 

summer of 2023. Nick first assisted with Pull-tab sales with Joe Ball. 
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Don Allen joined the Bingo Team in 2023. He began ñpracticeò calling in January 

and February 2024 (with support). This photo on February 7, 2024. 

Bingo Committee Recognition Dinner at Cafe 422 Restaurant 

This recognition dinner occurred on December 3, 2023. The next three pictures 

were taken by Teresa Nicholson. The historian forgot his camera! 
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In this photo left-to-right: Helen Snyder, Commander Walt Snyder, Service Officer 

Bob Wujcik, Trustee and Past Commander Jimmy Yost, 2nd Vice Commander Joe 

Nicolino, Pat Nicolino, Donald Allen, Past Commander, Trustee & Historian Rick 

Nelson. 
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Denny & Teresa Kane ς Denny calls Bingo. Teresa works with the Auxiliary in the 

kitchen. She also loves to play Bingo! 
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Adjutant Joe Ball & Kim Shaulis Ball. Kim was an Auxiliary lead working the kitchen 

on Bingo Nights; as well as the Buckeye Girls State Chairperson. 

The closest photo in my possession of the entire Bingo Committee is a meeting at 

the Wayside Restaurant in Champion Township on March 23, 2024 for breakfast. 

The difference is the former was paid for by the Post in appreciation of our 

support of Bingo and was perhaps over an $800 bill. The latter is paid by each 

individual; and we have met at Wayside at least twice discussing how to improve 

and keep Bingo alive and well. 
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Left foreground to back: Bob Wujcik, Kathy Wujcik, Pat Nicolino, Joe Nicolino. 

Steve DeBolt, Nick Ball, Joe Ball. Right foreground to back: Denny Kane, Theresa 

Kane, Louise Horner, Walt Snyder, Donna Ball, Teresa Nicholson. 

Newton Post 236 Charitable Donations - Fiscal Year 2023 
 

The 2nd Monday in November is our annual "Bingo Charitable Donation" night at the regular 
meeting. The State of Ohio requirement is that 25% of our bingo-profit from our bingo charity 
account in November; the remaining donations came from our Corporate account) must be 
provided to approved charities. There are 12 approved listed in 2022 from Scholarships to the 
Bella Women's Center. The funds, when provided, to the Police and Fire Departments is for 
optional equipment that does not need City budget approval. [See donation article for more 
information.] The N.F. Police Dept. was closed in November 2023 as a funding Levy failed; that 
donation was not given to them. 
 
Post Everlasting and former Adjutant Russ Mason prepared all the lists from 2022 and prior 
years. The new Adjutant is Joe Ball and the Treasurer Donna Ball. They provided Rick as the 
Historian the following information used in the published donation article: 
 
 

$1,000.00 Veterans Outreach 

$1,000.00 Camelot Center 

$2,000.00 Warren Family Mission 

file:///C:/NewtonPost236/2022_AmericanLegion_Ohio_NewtonPost236/AmericanLegion_Post236Commander_2022.htm%23donation_night
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$1,000.00 Second Harvest Food Bank 

$2,000.00 Hospice of the Valley 

$500.00 Newton Falls Public Library 

$1,000.00 Bella Women's Center 

$1,500.00 Veterans Haven 

$2,000.00 Newton Falls Public Library 

$2,000.00 Newton Falls EMS 

$2,000.00 Senior Van Program 

$500.00 Church Mouse 

$750.00 Newton Falls Back Pack Program 

$500.00 Toys for Tots 

$17,750.00  

  

$10,000.00 Scholarships 

$6,500.00 Gift for Yanks 

$16,500.00  

  

$34,250.00 Minimal donations 

  

$100.00 12/11/23 Special Olympics 

$500.00 
NFHS Sports advertisement 
(800?) 

$80.00 1/8/24 Girls Softball 

$200.00 1/8/24 Meals on Wheels 

 
¢ƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴ ƴƻǘƛŎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ƪǊƻƴ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ 
Post was supposed to follow up and write that check. 
 

Newton Post 236 Charitable Donations - Fiscal Year 2022 (last by Russ Mason) 
 
                                 By November 2022         

Veterans Haven     $2,500 .00  New Charity (Sept Mtg)  

Hope Cancer Center of Warren   $2, 000.00  Replaced NFPD  

N.F. Joint Fire Department   $2, 000.00   

N.F. EMS     $2, 000.00   

Senior Citizen Van Fund   $2, 000.00   

Church Mouse Food Bank    $1, 500.00   

N.F. Public Library      $750.00   

Warren Family Mission    $2, 000.00   

Second Harvest Food Ba nk   $2, 000.00   

Hospice of the Valley    $3, 000.00   

Akron Children's Hospital   $2, 500.00   

Bella Women's Center    $1,0 00.00   

Community Back Pack      $750.00  Replaced {*2}  

Total of 13     $24, 000 

 

Scholarships     $10,000.00  {*1}  
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Gifts For Yanks      $6,500.00  {* 3}  

Warren VA Service Center      $500.00  {*4}  

========================               ==========             ==========  

Major Charity Donations:              $ 41, 000.00  

 

*1 {May week 1}  

*2 {August week 1 Free Backpacks & Thanksgiving Free Dinner were cancell ed in 

2021 -  drive thru free dinner never came up from St. Nicolas}  

*3 {late October or early November}  

*4 {late November gift cards}  

Newton Post 236 Charitable Donations in prior Fiscal Years:  

o Year 2023 Donations ï Exceeds $34,250.00 

o Year 2022 Donations ï Exceeds $42,250.00 ï final not posted until January 2023 

o Year 2021 Donations -- $35,215.00  

o Year 2020 Donations -- $36,620.10 

o Year 2019 Donations -- $59,121.00  

o Year 2018 Donations -- $57,247.00  

o Year 2016 Donations -- $58,635.00  

Corporate Account Donations of significance in prior Fiscal Years:  

o Year 2021 Donation -- $2,199.00 - HS Athletic Boosters Baseball Pitching Machine made 
May 3, 2021. 

o Year 2019 Donation -- $2,061.00 - Weight Room Equipment safety repairs and new 

equipment - NFHS Athletics, Bryan Downing project  

o Year 2018 Donation -- $3,000.00 - Shelter for Police Dept. at the firing range. This Gun 

Range is to be made available to veterans as well as a thank you. 
o Year 2012 Donation -- $100,000.00 - to expand Fire Department EMS to a new and 

separate operational building. Our largest donation ever! According to Past Commander 

Arden Baillie, Posts from around the State of Ohio visited to find out how a small post 

had accomplished this. 

o Year 2011 Donation -- $10,000.00 - to Newton Falls Joint Fire District Chief Richard 

Bauman. Article republished in 2021 under 10 Years ago in 2011. 

o Year 2007 Donation -- $26,000.00 ï Jaws-of-life donation to the Newton Falls Fire 

Department. 

2020, 2021 & 2022 Thanksgiving Day Free Dinner ï has been canceled at the Post since the 

pandemic year. Several reasons: (1) Their cook retired from preparing the meals at their church; 

no one has taken this over. (2) Uncertainty of meeting restaurant requirements for separation of 

patrons; and we have no drive-thru capability at our Post. 

 

2021 Free Backpacks and School Supplies with St. Nicholas Good Samaritan has been 

cancelled since 2022; however, we donated $500 (2021) & $750 (2022) instead to the NF 

Community Free Back pack and supplies managed on Wednesdays at the school each week of 

the school year. Managers are Kathy & Bob Wujcik (Post 236 Service Officer) as Kiwanis Club 

officers. 
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Article on a forgotten donation ten-years ago in 2011; published in November 2021. Was carried 

to our December 2021 meeting by Trustee Bob Cameron. Date was not written on the clipping. 

The article follows: 

 

Newton Post 236 displays our charitable donations for the past year of 2021 in the main entrance 

hallway. The Adjutant and Bingo Chairman Russ Mason compiles this list each December. The 

2022 list is not yet posted, which is still true in May 2024. 



American Legion Newton Post 236 ς Annual Scrapbook & History for 2023-2024 

Page 39 of 127 
June 16, 2024 (V4)    
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Sons of the American Legion Squadron 236 (16 Paid members; down from 23) 

May 24, 2024 Comment: Post 236 veterans have been working to restore the SAL during Commander 

{ƴȅŘŜǊΩǎ ǘŜǊƳΤ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ 2nd Vice Commander Joe Nicolino. A meeting was called in the past month to 

elect new officers, as at least three pre-pandemic officers now wish to step down. 

December 26, 2022 Comment: our SAL comes to some Post events; however, they failed to send a 

representative to the December 10, 2022 9th District Meeting. Because their Meetings were after their 

Fund Raising breakfast, which has not resumed, the SAL appears to have no meetings and have not 

submitted any Paid membership report as of December 21, 2022. 

 

The pandemic has cancelled the SAL breakfast after the March 8th, 2020, 2nd 

Sunday breakfast. It has remained closed for the entire year. The SAL has delayed 

any reopen until the fall of 2022. The SAL normally has its meetings following the 

breakfast; and those have not resumed and the same officers continue to serve from 

2019. The above Business Card was the last one published. 

Last known officers. Three expressed desire to resign in 2024: 

¶ Commander Edward D. Anthony 1105 Wakefield Rd.; Leavittsburg, OH 44430 

¶ First Vice Commander; Adjutant, Advisor Gary L. Dorazio Sr. 364 Florine St.; 

Leavittsburg, OH 44430 

¶ Second Vice Commander David J. Lapmarado 3212 Air St. NW; Warren, OH 44485 

¶ Finance Officer Thomas M. Fell 6501 Park Rd.; Leavittsburg, OH 44430 

¶ Chaplain Keith A. Richmond 1305 Kale Adams Rd.; Leavittsburg, OH 44430 

¶ Sergeant-at-Arms David A. Hartman 407 Elvina Ave.; Leavittsburg, OH 44430 

¶ Past Commanders: Scott Ewing and William Badanjek 

 

Detachment of Ohio Membership Report as of May 22, 2024. 
District Squadron Location        New Renewal 2024 MBR To Date 2024 Quota Quota (%) 
09           OH-0236 Newton Falls   0         16                           16                16             100.00 
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Newton Post 236 Auxiliary (20 Paid members) 

May 24, 2024 comment: The Auxiliary ceased to support the POST after 

November 30, 2023 and withdrew from the Wednesday Bingo kitchen. Primarily 

two women were running it: Sandy Mason and Kim Ball, with assistance from 

Theresa Kane. The veteran Bingo Committee took over the kitchen for 2-months, 

but closed the kitchen on January 31, 2024 with only Pizza and Pies as not 

profitable. 

The current President remains as Kathy Christy, who has served for over a decade. 

Contact is made by phone only, with invitations to the Auxiliary to attend 

Banquets. 

Known Auxiliary members are Flow Sumpter and Suzie Shetterly; who participate 

as representations in the Past Presidents honorary service program. However, in 

2023 Jimmy Yost and Rick Nelson read the Past Presidents names. 

The Auxiliary serves and prepares the Bingo snack-bar every Wednesday. Primary 

workers seen are Sandy Mason, Theresa Kane, and one or two friends of Sandy 

Mason who assist when required. Kim Ball is the Buckeye Girls State chairperson; 

and conducts their interviews and selection each year. Post 236 regular members 

also participate in BGS interviews: primarily Donna Ball, as the BBS Chairperson. 

The Auxiliary is asked to provide cakes at Banquets, so that they participate in its 

success. 

The Auxiliary also baked special cookies for the BBS Orientation held at our Post 

on April 21, 2022. Sandy Mason did this. These were exceptional quality! 

As per the following Auxiliary Membership Report, Newton Post 236 still has 20 

paid members; and a goal of adding 4 members. 

2024 UNIT MEMBERSHIP REPORT ς as of January 31, 2024 

UNIT CITY OBJECTIVE JUNIOR SENIOR TOTAL PERCENT 

   09  236   Newton Falls     24         0           20        83.33% 

 

Ohio Auxiliary website: American Legion Auxiliary of Ohio (alaohio.org) to check membership. 

 

http://www.alaohio.org/
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Newspaper Articles published for Post 236 in 2023-2024 

2023-2024 Newspaper Articles Published as a task undertaken by Newton Post 

236 historian Richard "Rick" Nelson as Publicist. 

¶ January 18, 2024 ς Major Charity Donations. Published in The Review 
Newspaper, the Tribune Chronicle of Warren, and to be submitted to the 
Ohio Legion News. 

¶ September 10, 2023, Sunday ς Buckeye Boys State Recognition Luncheon. 
Published in The Review Newspaper, the Tribune Chronicle of Warren, and 
submitted to the Ohio Legion News via the 9th District. 

¶ June 1, 2023 ς American Legion places US Flags at Veteran graves. 

Events are photographed by and Rick Nelson as historian. The Tribune Chronicle 
of Warren will occasionally send Bob Coupland out to get photos (not seen in 
2023); however, Bob often attended events with major charity donations and 
occasionally is late. The majority of articles published will state "submitted photo" 
meaning these are photos from Rick. Rick does all the selections and submissions. 
Prior to Bud Becker becoming the publicist in 2017-2022 (retired due to health); 
there were very few events submitted to Newspapers. Bud has completed the last 
four of five yearbooks submitted to the Dept. of Ohio; Rick completed the fifth 
yearbook submitted at the National Convention in Minneapolis. Rick submits Mid-
Year Scrapbooks and Narrative Histories (ibid) in PDF form.  

In the Ohio Legion News. Vol.85, No.4, Pages 5 - Historian article by Al Beyer - 
Certificate of Participation awarded to four posts - District 9, Post 236, Newton Falls, 

Historian/Commander Rick Nelson.  

Newspaper Article Examples as Published for the Year of 2023-2024 
 

The Ohio Legion New publishes most photos in color. Some examples from the 

Ohio Legion News are included below. 

 

The Warren Tribune Chronicle publishes most photos in Black & White. 

 

The Niles The Review Newspapers publishes theirs in color. 

 

All the articles are captured and posted on a bulletin board at the Post by the Post 

236 Historian Bud Becker. Only one example event is provided in this document. 
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All other events just show the original photo used and the text accompanying just 

one. There is a Newspaper folder with copies of many articles. 
 

 

The following two articles are the first submitted by Rick Nelson, as the 2022-2023 Historian 

and Publicist. These articles were submitted to: The Review Newspaper, the Tribune Chronicle 

of Warren, and the Ohio Legion News through the 9th District publicist and Commander. 

 

Past Historian Bud Becker (2017-2022) mentored Rick on how to do submissions to the three 

Newspapers that print our articles. These are The Review Newspaper examples: 

 

June 1, 2023 -- Article Published on US Flags Installation ς The Review Newspapers 
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Sept 10, 2023 -- Article Published on BBS & BGS Recognition Lunch ς The Review Newspapers 
 

 

 

January|February|March 2024 -- Article on Annual Charity Donations ς Ohio Legion News 
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January 18, 2024 -- Articles Published on Annual Charity Donations ς The Review Newspapers 
 




































































































































































