


• Why history is important
• What makes a good history
• Getting started
• Elements of a good history
• Resources for historians
• Post history showcase
• Additional history initiatives



• Shows us where we have been
• Can be used as a membership tool to help 

tell your story 
• Serves as an important record for future 

generations



• Comprehensive
• Accurate
• Easy to read and follow
• Interesting



• Consolidated post 
reports

• Meeting minutes
• Photos
• Social media
• Event flyers/programs
• Newspaper clippings



• Format
• Cover
• Page Numbering
• Title Page
• Introduction

• Table of Contents
• Preamble
• Chapters
• Appendices
• Index



• Margins
– 1-inch 

• Page formatting
– Double-spaced 

(text)
– single-spaced 

(photo captions)

• Photographs
– Identify event, place, 

people, 
photographer

– Clear



• Emblem
– centered 

• Organization Name
– Post Name/Number
– County
– District
– Area



• Consistent
– Top or bottom
– Arabic 

• 1, 2, 3, 4…

– Roman 
• i, ii, iii, iv…

• Start with title page 
and go in 
consecutive order



• Double-spaced
• Centered
• Organization Name

– Post Name/Number
– County
– District
– Area

• City/State
• Year
• Name of Compiler



• Brief mention of 
national & 
department history

• Namesake 
information

• Photographs
– Building
– Cmdr., Adjutant, Staff

• Acknowledgement 
of assistance



• List all pages
– Chapters
– Appendices
– Index

• Located after the 
introduction



• Centered
• Use the current 

Preamble 
(www.legion.org/about/
organization/preamble)



• Chapter 1
– Roster of Officers
– Include photographs

• Chapter 2
– Roster of Chairs
– Include photographs

• Chapter 3
– One-year history in chronological order
– Installation to installation
– Photographs or narrative

• Other Chapters
– Special activities, committees, etc.





• Consider 
including a Post 
Everlasting at the 
end of your 
history



• Information at the 
end of the history
– Roster of 

commanders, 
adjutants, etc.

– Citations, awards
– Membership data

• Anything that is 
important to your 
organization



• Include every 
person and activity
– Cross reference 

people and their 
titles (e.g., include 
Yochum, Boyd under 
“Y” and Department 
Commander under 
“D”)

• Place at the end of 
your history 
following the 
appendices



• Resolution #20 – Authorization for Conducting 
Department History Contest and Post History Showcase 
(https://archive.legion.org/node/15154)

• History Guidelines 
(https://legionhistoryshowcase.omeka.net/exhibits/show/
2026entries/2026-contest-and-showcase-info)

• Post Showcase Website 
(https://legionhistoryshowcase.omeka.net) 



• Department can select one hard copy and one digital post history for 
the national showcase.

• Contact your department for Post History submission information.
• Departments will submit selections to the National Historian.
• https://legionhistoryshowcase.omeka.net/exhibits/show/2026entries

/digital-post-history-showcase-



• Veterans History Project
• Legiontown USA
• Memorial and Monuments



• Created by Library of Congress
• Collect, preserve and make accessible the 

personal accounts of U.S. military veterans 
and Gold Star Families

• Download a field kit
• www. loc.gov/programs/veterans-history-  
    project/how-to-participate/vhp-field-kit/



• Designed to 
showcase veterans, 
posts, activities, and 
communities

• www.legiontown.org



• www.legion.org/Member-Services/Resources/Find-
Memorials-Monuments




	Historian Training
	Today we are going to talk about…�
	Why is history important?
	What makes a good history?
	Getting Started
	Elements of a Good History
	- Format - 
	- Cover - 
	- Page Numbering - 
	- Title Page - 
	- Introduction - 
	- Table of Contents - 
	- Preamble - 
	- Chapters - 
	- Chapters - 
	- Post Everlasting - 
	- Appendices - 
	- Index - 
	Resources for Historians
	Post History Showcase 
	Additional History Initiatives
	Veterans History Project
	Legiontown USA
	Memorials and Monuments
	Slide Number 25

