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gvSR Today we are going to talk about...
|~ID

1'00

. Why history is important

* What makes a good history
* Getting started

« Elements of a good history
« Resources for historians

* Post history showcase

« Additional history initiatives




Why is history important?

e Shows us where we have been

» Can be used as a membership tool to help
tell your story

 Serves as an important record for future
generations




What makes a good history?

Comprehensive
Accurate

Easy to read and follow
Interesting




Getting Started

Consolidated post
reports

Meeting minutes
Photos

Social media

Event flyers/programs
Newspaper clippings

: Nebraska American Legion
e 1.3K likes = 1.4K followers

Posts About Photos Videos
Intro

Worlds Largest Veterans Service Organization

Q@

Page - Community Organization

150 NW 40th Street, Lincoln, NE, United
States, Nebraska

12

§, [402) 464-6338
EEd dsalak@nebraskalegion.net

€ nebraskalegion.net

Q Price Range - 85

Wr Not yet rated (3 Reviews) 0

a Nebraska American Legion
S December

‘We are so excited that all of the digging and concrete work for the

flag poles has been finished! A huge thank you to A1 Flags for all of

their work. Hopefully in the next month the poles will be installed.

Thank you to everyone who donated and made this project possible!




Elements of a Good History

* Format » Table of Contents
* Cover * Preamble

* Page Numbering * Chapters

* Title Page « Appendices

* Introduction * Index




- Format -

* Margins
— 1-inch
* Page formatting

— Double-spaced
(text)

— single-spaced
(photo captions)
* Photographs

— ldentify event, place,
people,
photographer

— Clear

DEPARTMENT OF NEBRASKA

Permanent officers were elected: Earl M. Cline from Nebraska City (Commander); Frank A
Warner from MNorfolk (Vice Commander); Frank O'Connell from Lincoln [Adjutant), Frank 5.
Perkins from Fremont (Treasurer); and Edward P. McDermott from Kearney (National Executive
Committeeman). Several resolutions were passed at this first department conventian including
those dealing with law and order, teaching the English language, undocumented immigrants,
and separation from partisan politics.

Shortly after the first state convention, with the purchase of a second-hand desk and a
borrowed typewriter, the first executive offices of The American Legion Department of
MNebraska were opened in Lincoln. Over one hundred years later, the American Legion
Department of Nebraska, located at 150 NW 40th Street in Lincaln, is over 20,000 members

strong.

The American Legion Department of Nebraska Headquarters located at 150 MW 40th Street in Lincoln, Mebrashka. [Photo
source: Google, 2023.)




- Cover -

 Emblem
— centered

* Organization Name
— Post Name/Number
— County
— District
— Area

Department of Nebraska
2023-2024




- Page Numbering -

e Consistent
— Top or bottom

Lincoln, Nebraska
For 2023-2024

— Ara b i C By Jennifer Laux

DEPARTMENT OF NEBRASKA

*1,2,3,4...

[ON

b served in the American Expeditionary Forces [AEF) in France
jth founding The American Legion. AEF Headquarters asked the
ko improve troop morale. One officer, Lisutenant Colanel

B an organization of veterans. In February 1919, the group

ind selected several hundred officers who had the confidence

Enlisted men attended the Paris Caucus in March 1919, They
b and the name The American Legion. The group also elected

lete the organization’s work. It considered each soldier of the

 Start with title page
consecutive order '

inmarch 1919, i i i i )

In May 1919, The American Legion held a second organizing caucus in 5t. Louis,

Wissouri. The constitution was completed, and plans were made for a permanent organization.




- Title Page -

Double-spaced
Centered

Organization Name
— Post Name/Number
— County

— District

— Area

City/State
Year
Name of Compiler

History of Department of Nebraska
The American Legion
Lincoln, Nebraska
For 2023-2024
By Jennifer Laux




- Introduction -

 Brief mention of
national &
department history

e Namesake
information

* Photographs
— Buildin
— Cmdr,, Adjutant, Staff

» Acknowledgement
of assistance

jNTRODUCTION

FOUNDING THE AMERICAN LEGION

A group of 20 officers who served in the American Expeditionary Forces [AEF) in France
during World War | is credited with founding The American L
officers to suggest ideas on how to imprave troop morale. On|
Theodore Roosevelt Ir., proposed an organization of veterans|

farmed a temporary committes and selected several hundred

and respect of the entire Army.

About 1,000 officers and enlisted men attended the P
adopted a temporary constitution and the name The America)
an executive committee to complete the arganization’s waork

AEF a member of The American Legion. The executive commit

organize veterans at home in the United States.

DEPARTMENT Of

ARTMEN

since its inception, The American Legion Department of Nebraska has proudly supported
the four pillars through its involvement with various programs including but not limited to
Cornhusker Boys State, American Legion Baseball, Child Welfare Foundation, Oratarical
Contest, National Emergency Fund, Operation Comfort Warriors, Legacy Scholarship Fund, and
veterans support (through a successful working relationship established with the Nebraska
Department of Veterans Affairs). The Department of Nebraska was alsc responsible for starting
the Junior Law Cadet Program in 1967, which in 1985, was adopted as a national program by
The American Legion’s National Headquarters and later renamed the Youth Cadet Law
Enforcement Program
2023-2024 DEPARTMENT COMMANDER

At the Department of Nebraska's 105th Annual Convention in Kearney, Nebraska, John

Henry Pearcy of Papillion, Nebraska, was sworn in as Department Commander of Nebraska an

David Salak

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Special thanks to Department Adjutant Dave Salak, Department Executive Assistant

Amanda Washburn, District 1 Adjutant Ciifford Rininger, Julie Schnitzler, and others for providing

photographs for the 2023-2024 Department of Nebraska Yearbook.

Historical information on the formation of The American Legion Department of

Nebraska was found in “History of the Nebraska American Legion” by Frank Boyd 0'Connell

published in 1922 and available on Google Books.




- Table of Contents -

* List all pages
— Chapters
— Appendices
— Index

e Located after the
introduction

TABLE OF CONTENTS

CHAPTER 1—ROSTER OF DEPARTMENT OFFICERS e 11
CHAPTER 2 — ROSTER OF DEPARTMENT CHAIRS ... s s 15
CHAPTER 3 — OME-YEAR DEPARTMENT HISTORY e 17
105™ ANMUAL DEPARTMENT COMNVEMTION (JUME 23-25, 2023) e 17
DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES SECRETARY RETIREMENT [JULY 11, 2023) e 18
AMERICAN LEGION JUNIOR SHOOTING SPORTS — ASHLEY CARR (JULY 21, 2023) ..o 19

AMERICAN LEGION BASEBALL SCHOLARSHIP — ALEXANDER KOS5E (AUGUST 11, 2023) .. 20
104™ ANNUAL MATIONAL COMVENTION (AUGUST 25-31, 2023)

2023 FALL MEETINGS (OCTOBER 9-12, 2023) e 4
2023 AMERICAN LEGIOM COLLEGE (NOVEMBER 12-17, Z0Z3] ..ot s 6
DISTRICT 1 ANNUAL TOUR {(NOVEMBER 30 - DECEMBER 3, 2023) e 7
1% ANMUAL DEPARTMENT MID-YEAR COMFERENCE (JAMUARY 19-21, 2024) ... 32
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2023-2024 DEPARTMENT OF NEBRASKA YEARBOOK INDEX. ... e 92




- Preamble -

[ ] ‘ e n te re d 2023-2024 YEARBOOK DEPARTMENT OF NEBRASKA

PREAMELE TO THE CONSTITUTION
. U S e t h e C u r re n t FOR GOD AND COUNTRY WE ASSOCIATE OURSELVES TOGETHER
FOR THE FOLLOWING PURPOSES:
To uphold and defend the Constitution of the United States of America;
Pre a m b I e To maintain l2w and order;
To foster and perpetuste a one hundred percent Americanism;
To preserve the memories and incidents of our assodations in all wars;

(www.legion.org/about/ S

To combat the autocracy of both the dasses and the masses;
[ [ ]
organization/preamble e ———
To promote peace and goodwill on earth;
To safeguard and transmit to posterity the principles of justice, freedom and democracy;

To consecrate and sanctify our comradeship by our devotion to mutual helpfulness.

[10]




- Chapters -
Chapter 1

— Roster of Officers
— Include photographs

Chapter 2
— Roster of Chairs
— Include photographs

Chapter 3

— One-year history in chronological order
— Installation to installation

— Photographs or narrative

Other Chapters

— Special activities, committees, etc.




2023-2024 YEARBOOK DEPARTMENT OF NEBRASKA

bHAPTER 1-ROSTER OF DEPARTMENT OFFICERS

Department Commander Senior Vica Commander National Executive Committesman
Jhn-Henry Pearcy Boyd Yochum Fred Craigie
papillion Post 32 Ashland Post 129 Lincoln Post 3

Mational Executive Committeeman [Alt) chaplain Juige Advocate
Jim Costella Father Alexander Borzych william Harris, Ir.
Ballevue Post 338 ©omaha Post 1

Fi

Finance Officer
Wark Novak
Lincoln Post 3 willard Post 374

[11]

- Chapters -

2023-2024 YEARBOOK

CHAPTER 2 — ROSTER OF DEPARTMENT CHAIRS|

Americanism Chair
Michael Hatfield
Lexington post 111

Athletic Chiair
Jody Moeller
shelton past 207

Children & Youth Chiair
Don Helsen
valentine post 50

Finance Chair
Dazniel stramel
mccook Post 203

‘Constitution & Bylaws Chair
william Harris, Ir.
‘omaha Post 1

DEPARTMENT OF NEBRASKA

Boys State Chair
Doug Boldt
callaway Post 59

2023-2024 YEARBOOK DEPARTMENT OF NEBRASKA

CHAPTER 3 — ONE-YEAR DEPARTMENT HISTORY

105™ ANNUAL DEPARTMENT CONVENTION
JUNE 23-25, 2023 — YOUNES CONFERENCE CENTER, KEARNEY, NEBRASKA

Newly electsd officers being
sworn in 2t the 105th Annual
Department convention.
pictured (lr}: adam Schweitzer
(District 7 commander), Brian
Repp  [Dismict & vice
Commander}, Burdstte Chappell
[Distiict & Commander], Nick
Tramp (District 3 commander],
Gary somes  (Diswic 1
Commander}, Judy Walters [Area
D Vice Commander), Scott Bell
(District 5 Commander), Bud meel
(area & vice commander), and
Boyd Yochum  (Department
Senior Vice Commander). [Phato
taken June 25, 2023 by
Department Executive Assistant
Amanda Washburn.]

Past Department Commander
Ron Corbett (left) prepares to
place  the  Departmem
‘Commander pin an newly elected
Department Commander Iohn-
Henry  Peary  (cemter).
Oversesing the pinning is Past
Department commander Don
Suchy (right}. [Photo taken June
25, 2053 by Department
Executive  Assistant  Amanda
washburn.}

[17]

Steve Bartos
Lincoln Post 3

&Py
VACANT




- Post Everlasting -

» Consider
including a Post
Everlasting at the
end of your
history

Post Everlastfng




- Appendices -

* Information at the
end of the history

— Roster of
commanders,
adjutants, etc.

— Citations, awards
— Membership data
* Anything that is
important to your
organization

DEPAR

APPENDIX A — DEPARTMENT OF NEBRASKA COMMANDERS AND ADJUTANTS (1919-PRESENT)

ADJUTANTS

Hugh Robertson (State Secretary]
Frank B. 0’Connell
Frank B. 0’Connell
Frank B. O'Connell

Frank B. 0'Connell
Frank B. 0'Connell
Frank B. 0’Connell

Frank B. O'Connell
C.W. Conklin [took
C.W. Conklin

19

5
6
6
6
6
51
6.
6
6
6

GREZ8 s

C.W. Conklin
C.W. Conklin
C.W. Conklin
Henry H. Dudley
Henry H. Dudley
Henry H. Dudley
Henry H. Dudley

¥

BURE

1969
Henry H. Dudley 1970
Henry H. Dudley 1971
R.C. Patterson 1972
R.C. Patterson 1973
R.C. Patterson 1974
R. C. Patterson 1875
A.C. Patterson 1976
R. C. Patterson fod

1978
R. C. Patterson 1579

C Pattercnn

Frank E. Landis
R. Kenneth Yost
Eugene Kurkowski
william E. Galbraith
lerome Henn

John H. Keriakedes
James Harrison

Jim Sikyta

Bob Lowry

Glenn Devieber

Frank Dee

Lew Adams
Maynard Jensen
Eclward Chizek
Dale Snow
Charles R. Singieton
Edward C. Binder
Francis Mchahen
Wayne Davis
Darrel Merry
Don ). Caslor

COMMANDERS
1819 John G. Maher (President State Legion)
1518 Earl M. Cline
1520 Robert G_ Simmons
1921 William Ritchie, Ir.
1522 J.Ed C. Fisher
1923 Charles W. Taylor
1524 Charles Courtney
Charles M. Bosley (acting Commander)
1823 1. R. Kinder
1926 Earl L Meyer
C. C. Fraizer {Interim Commander)
1827 Jean B. Cain
1528 Wade R. Martin
1323 Dwight P_ Griswold
1830 Marcus L. Poteet
1931 Robert D. Flory
1932 Robert Armstrong
1933 Golden P. kratz
1934 Fred B. Winter
1935 Edgar Boschult
1936 Verne R. Taylor
1837 Theodore Metcalfe
1938 Robert B. Waring
1939 Eugene A. Nutzman
1540 Walter F_ Roberts
1541 J. Francis McDermott
1842 John E. Curtiss
1843 narion 8 Shaw
1544
1845
1846
1547
1348 2005 David 6. Kanz
1549 2006 lerry Landkamer
1950 2008 Witam O-Croser
1651 2009 Leon Deuni
1952 2010 Ren Corbett
1353 2011 George Cyboron
1954 2012 lim Siclel
2013 David Bruckner
1555 2014 Fred Craigie
1956 2015 Michael Reimers
1357 2016 Beth Linn
1958 2017 lames Costello
2018 Lyle Bartels
2019 Gary Wooten
2020 Gary Waaten
2021 Dan Benes
2022 Dan Suchy
2023 John-Henry Pearcy

Robert B. Craig

Rebert B. Craig (retired 2-28-2007)

Burdette L Burkhart [took office 3-1-2007)

Burdette L Burkhart
Burdette L Burkhart
Burdette L Burkhart
Burdette L Burkhart

Burdette L Burknart (retired 2-26-2013)
David Salak {took office 3-1-2013)

David Salak
David Salak
David Salak
David Salak
Dravid Salak
David Salak
Dravid Salak
David Salak
David Salak
David Salak

‘arren E. Baker
Baker

arren E. Baker (until -26-1958)
Ray Oftman (took office 5-26-1868)
Ray Oftman
Ray Oftman
Ray Oftman
Ray Oftman
Ray Oftman
Ray Oftman
Ray Oftman
Ray Oftman
Ray Oltman
Ray Otman
Ray Oltman (retired 1-1-1379)
Duane Bokemper (took office 1-1-1979)
Duane Bokemper
Duane Bokemper
Duane Bokemper|
Duane Bokemper
Duzne Bokemper
Duane Bokemper
Duane Bokemper
Duzne Bokemper
Duzne Bokemper
Duane Bokemper
Duane Bokemper
Duane Bokemper
Duane Bokemper
Duane Bokemper
Duane Bokemper (retired 1-15-1535)
Robert B. Craig (took office 1-16-1995)
Robert B. Craig
Robert B. Craig
Robert B. Craig
Robert B. Craig
Robert B. Craig
Robert B. Craig
Robert B. Craig
Robert B. Craig
Robert B. Craig




- Ind

* Include every
person and activity

— Cross reference
people and their
titles (e.g., include
Yochum, Boyd under
“Y" and Department
Commander under
gy

 Place at the end of

your history
following the

2023-2024 DEPARTMENT OF NEBRASKA YEARBOOK INDEX

A

Ainsworth Post 79 Chaplain
Ainsworth Post 79 Finance Officer
Armerican Legion Baseball
American Legion College (2023)
American Legion Riders Liaison
Americanism Chair

Armin, Anish

Armin, Ishan

Amiin, Johy|

Area A Vice Commander

Area B Vice Commander

Area C Vice Commander

Area D Vice Commander
Arbuckle, Audrey

Arias, lohn

Athletic Chair

Award

B

Bartos, Steve

Bell, Scott

Bena, Wayne

(Deputy Secretary of State — NE)
Benes, Dan

Bennett, Levi

‘Be The One” Proclamation
Boldt, Doug

Boldt, Mary Ann

Borzych, Alexander

Boys State Chair

Boys State Governor
Brenneman, Ella

Bruckner, Dave

Buss, Scott

Bussen, Steven

[

Candidate for National Commander
Carmaona, James

Carr, Ashley

Chappell, Burdette

27
27
20
26
16, 78

15, 40,
40, 54,

40
40
12,17
12
12

12,17

22,23
18, 78
15

35, 41,

15
13

37

14,45,

64
83
19
13, 17

o

41,42
33

22,26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 48, 49

42,44, 45, 59, 78, B0, B1, 83, 84

85, 86, 87, 88

, 49, 59, 60

, 49, 59, 50
, 54, 55, 60, 61

appendices




Resources for Historians

* Resolution #20 - Authorization for Conducting
Department History Contest and Post History Showcase
(https://archive.legion.org/node/15154)

* History Guidelines
(https://legionhistoryshowcase.omeka.net/exhibits/show/
2026entries/2026-contest-and-showcase-info)

* Post Showcase Website
(https://legionhistoryshowcase.omeka.net)




Post History Showcase

Department can select one hard copy and one digital post history for
the national showcase.

Contact your department for Post History submission information.
Departments will submit selections to the National Historian.

https://legionhistoryshowcase.omeka.net/exhibits/show/2026entries
/digital-post-history-showcase-




Additional History Initiatives

* Veterans History Project
* Legiontown USA

e Memorial and Monuments




Veterans History Project

Created by Library of Congress

Collect, preserve and make accessible the
personal accounts of U.S. military veterans
and Gold Star Families

Download a field kit
www. loc.gov/programs/veterans-history-

project/how-to-participate/vhp- fleld kljc_/______...




| EGIONTOWN

* Designed to
showcase veterans,
posts, activities, and
communities

« www.legiontown.org
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Memorials and Monuments

www.legion.org/Member-Services/Resources/Find-
Memorials-Monuments

MEMORIALS & MONUMENTS

Across the country and around the world, U.S. war, military and veterans Key points for each submission include:

memorials stand to honor those who served in uniform and the battles they

fought to protect our nation’s freedoms. The American Legion is now establishing ® A photo or photos (required), easily taken with a smart phone (no persons
a database to identify the locations, document histories and share photographs shall be in the photos)

of our nation's monuments and memorials to those who have served. ® |ocation of the memorial, mapped if possible

To upload text or photos, simply click on "Add a Memorial" and follow the ® Purpose of the memorial, such as who it honors and why, in just a sentence
instructions. ortwo

® Date of the memorial's installation and who originally installed it
ADD AMEMORIAL e A brief assessment of its condition today

Search Memorials & Monuments

Search By Keyword Order By: Filter By State: Filter By country:

All Countries v ‘ VIEW LOCATIONS

Search By Keyword ‘

A-Z v ‘

Nebraska v ‘




Search By Keyword

A-Z '

Mebraska

o All Countries

e VIEW LOCATIONS

Displaying 1 - 20 of 25

Adams County Veterans
Monument

Parkview Cemetery 1224 N Elm
Street Hastings Nebraska 68901
Nebraska, United States

Coleridge Area Memorial
Plaza

103 Broadway Coleridge, NE 6B727
Mebraska, United States

Among the Valiant Medal of
Honor Plague

1819 Farnam Street, Omaha NE
68183

Nebraska, United States

Elmwood Grand Army of the
Republic (GAR) Cenotaph

Eimwood Cemetary Elmwood,
Mebraska 68349
Mebraska, United States

Jackson-Hubbard Veterans
Memorial

City Park Jackson, Ne 68743 Small
town of 300 population
Nebraska, United States

Bellwood Veterans Memorial

Corner of Park Street and Esplanade,
Bellwood, NE 68624
Mebraska, United States

Fred McLeod Memorial

Colfax County Courthouse, 411 E 11th
St, Schuyler, NE
Mebraska, United States

Bennington Veterans
Memorial

Bennington City Park
Mebraska, United States

GAR - In Memory of Our
Fallen Heroes

Riverview Cemetery, W. B St. and W.
12th 51, MeCook, NE 62001
Mebraska, United States
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